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Juliana  Guzman-Maldondo  awaits  traffic  at  the  Vet  Tech  Club  table  on  Malnstreet.  Ptiolo  by  lens  Schonmcr 


Mainstreet  gives  JJC  clubs  a platform 


King’s 
legacy 
alive  & 
well 

by  Lucy  Hanna 
Staff  Writer 

On  Wed.,  Jan.  20,  2016,  a 
group  of  students  at  JJC  held  the 
annual  “Freedom  March.” 

Holding  up  signs  saying 
things  like  “Freedom  For  All!” 
the  students  and  staff  marched 
proudly  across  campus.  Their 
modem  protest  drew  attention 
to  a rich  history,  some  of  which 
is  not  known  to  most  people. 

On  Aug.  28,  1963,  more  than 
200,000  Americans  gathered 
in  Washington  D.C.  to  shed 
light  on  the  political  and  social 
challenges  African-Americans 
continued  to  face  across  the 
country.  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.’s  iconic  "I  Have  A Dream” 
speech  was  given  that  day. 

But  another  event  occurred 

See  MLK,  page  4 
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By  Jarek  Martinez 

AND  S HAN1ELLE  FULTON 

Mainstreet  kicked  off  on  Jan. 
27  with  a Mardi  Gras-theme. 
Clubs  and  organizations  of  JJC 
took  the  time  to  recruit  students 
as  hopeful  additions. 

The  event  took  place  from 
10  a.m.  to  1 p.m.  for  two 


By  Chris  Villarreal 

Staff  Writer 

I do  not  consider  myself  to  be 
a “true”  Star  Wars  fan.  Which  I 
say  not  to  besmirch  the  hallowed 
name  held  in  such  high  regard 
by  its  huge  and  loving  group 
of  excellent  and  dedicated 
fans,  but  only  to  indicate  that  1 


consecutive  days  and  the  tables 
spanned  from  the  main  cafeteria 
of  the  campus  all  the  way  down 
the  main  hallway  concourse. 

All  of  the  tables  included 
a sign-up  sheet  for  contact 
information  of  future  members, 
along  with  the  recruiters 
themselves  who  gave 
momentary  introductions. 


approached  this  review  from  the 
standpoint  of  what  I would  term, 
an  aggressively  casual  viewer. 

That  said,  I like  to  imagine 
that  somewhere  out  there,  past 
the  edges  of  our  galaxy,  in  a 
time  and  place  still  unknown 
to  man  and  science,  the  anemic 
and  deflated  soggy-dumpling 
lump  precariously  balanced 


The  Office  of  Sludunl 
Activities  (OSA)  helped 
organize  und  supply  over  40 
clubs  and  organizations  in  total 
for  this  event.  They  also  assisted 
promotions  of  several  outside 
vendors  such  as  UPS,  AT&T 
and  the  Will  County  Health 
Department. 

Clubs  and  organizations  were 


on  George  Lucas’s  shoulders - 
which  we  shall  from  this  point 
on  refer  to  as  his  “head”-  is 
mulling  over  his  choice  to  sell 
his  dynasty  to  Disney. 

Perhaps  Lucas  has  had 

second  thoughts;  his  70’s 
love-child  snatched  from  his 
fingertips  and  rcpluced  with  a 
truly  pornographic  amount  of 


given  their  own  tahlc-spuec  to 
decorate.  Many  of  the  tables 
were  embellished  to  reflect 
the  interests  of  the  hosts.  For 
example,  The  Epicurean  Club 
provided  samples  of  food,  the 
Comedy  Club  hud  u pool  full 
of  either  props  or  game  prizes 
and  the  Business  Club  had  a 
See  Mainstreet,  page  4 


American  currency. 

But  alas,  decisions  were 
made,  and  the  tears,  though 
they  may  fall,  will  never  land 
on  anything  but  high  thread 
count  Egyptian  cotton.  Let  us 
pause  and  take  a moment  to 
be  thankful,  for  certainly  we 
can  confirm  the  existence  of  a 
See  Force  Awakens,  page  8 


Film  review:  ‘The  Force  Awakens’ 


Baseball  looking  to  duplicate  2015  success 


By  Adam  Tumi  no 

Sports  Editor 

The  JJC  baseball  team  is 
’earing  up  for  the  start  of  the 
’016  season,  which  starts  on 


March  4 at  Jefferson  College. 

The  Wolves  will  look 
to  improve  on  a relatively 
successful  2015  season,  which 
they  finished  as  Division  III 
National  runners-up. 


Last  season’s  team  was  at 
or  near  the  top  of  the  nation  in 
most  offensive  categories.  They 
led  the  country  in  at  bats,  with 
1,878,  and  triples,  with  25.  They 
placed  second  in  hits,  extra  base 


hits,  and  total  bases. 

A team  slash  line  of 
.3 1 5/.402/.446  will  be  hard  to 
duplicate,  especially  with  a lot 
of  turnover  in  the  lineup.  Seven 
of  the  Wolves’  top- 10  at  bats 


leaders  have  moved  on. 

“I’m  not  sure  if  this  year’: 
team  is  going  to  hit  like  last 
year’s  team,”  head  coach  Wayne 
L.  King  said.  “As  time  goes  on 
See  Baseball,  page  9 


2 opinion 


Editorial 

Bill  Cosby  has  enough  lawyers,  okay? 


Who  would  have  ever  imagined 
that  good  ole’  Dr.  Huxtable  would 
be  caught  up  in  a storm  of  heinous 
allegations?  No  one,  because  he’s 
not— Bill  Cosby  is. 

People  seem  to  have  a tough 
time  separating  a fictional 
obstetrician  TV  Dad  from  a real- 
life  actor  on  the  receiving  end  of 
not  10,  not  20,  but  over  50  sexual 
assault  accusations. 

The  disbelief  is 

understandable.  After  all,  the 
character  assassination  of  one  of 
Hollywood’s  greatest  African- 
American  comedic  actors  came 
so  suddenly,  right?  Well,  kind  of. 

A significant  percentage  of  the 
rape  and  molestation  allegations 
actually  existed  prior  to  the  media 
storm  that  took  place  in  late  2014. 
The  older  cases  got  lost  in  the 
shuffle  of  the  newer  ones  but  they 
were  always  there. 

Cosby’s  first  ever  accuser 
actually  spoke  out  in  the  1960s. 
A second  woman  spoke  up  in  the 
80s  and  then  one  woman  came 
forward  in  the  90s.  In  2000,  yet 
another  woman  came  forward 
insisting  that  Cosby  attempted 
to  get  her  to  touch  him  before  he 
exposed  himself-he  said  it  was 
“not  true”  and  therefore  he  faced 
no  punishment. 

Four  years  later,  a woman 

claimed  that  he  drugged  and 
fondled  her;  due  to  a lack  of 
evidence,  no  criminal  charges 
were  filed  but  the  woman  did 
obtain  a civil  suit  and  had 
witnesses.  Cosby  settled  out  of 
court.  In  2005,  two  more  women 
came  forward  but  again,  nothing 
came  about. 

Throughout  all  of  these  cases, 
no  one  cared.  Bill  Cosby,  in  spite 
of  such  heated  contentions,  still 
went  on  to  build  a great  career. 
He  obtained  several  honors,  was 


at  the  helm  of  plenty  of  TV  shows 
and  continued  creating  a legacy. 

However,  all  of  it  came  to  a halt 
in  an  unexpected  way.  Hannibal 
Burcss,  a comedian  from 
Chicago,  cracked  a joke  during  a 
routine  that  made  headlines. 

“You  raped  women,  Bill 
Cosby,”  Buress  said  during  his 
now  viral  performance.  When 
people  laughed  it  off,  Buress 
drove  the  point  home  by  adding, 
“Go  home  and  Google  ‘Bill 
Cosby  rape.’  I’m  serious.” 

The  joke  was  made  in  2014 
and  shortly  after  the  media 
thunder  began.  Several  other 
women  came  forward  during  this 
time  with  their  own  accusations 
and  within  a matter  of  months, 
Cosby’s  legacy  was  stomped  into 
the  dirt. 

The  expected  reaction  was 
that  a majority  of  the  population 
would  turn  against  Cosby  and 
that  he  would  lose  plenty  of  the 
honors  that  were  bestowed  upon 
him. 

Well,  the  expectation  was 
half  right.  Cosby  had  nearly 
everything  tom  away  from  him; 
numerous  colleges  have  revoked 
his  honors;  “The  Cosby  Show” 
reruns  have  actually  been  cut 
from  some  networks;  and  plenty 
of  organizations  have  withdrawn 
from  working  with  him. 

Quickly,  he  became  the  butt 
of  late-night  talk  show  jokes 
and  societies  public  enemy  #1. 
On  the  flipside,  he  also  became 
the  person  to  defend-no  matter 
how  stupid  and  baseless  his 
“supporters”  looked  when  they 
did. 

Famous  comedian  Faizon 
Love  -known  widely  as  Big 
Worm  from  that  one  movie  where 
they  say  “bye  Felicia”-came  to 
Cosby’s  defense  but  in  the  wrong 


way.  He  tweeted: 

“WHY  YALL  WORRIED 
ABOUT  THAT  [BS]  BUT  NOT 
WORRIED  ABOUT  WHATS 
GOING  ON  NOW,  You  people 
kill  me  with  this  [stuff]  This 
[white]  boy  walks  into  a church 
and  kills  9 people  you  not  mad  at 
that,  but  this  upsets  you  [f-word] 
yall.” 

Well,  Faizon,  hate  to  break 
it  to  you  but  there  was  plenty 
of  outrage  over  Dylann  Roof 
murdering  a group  of  African- 
Americans  during  bible  study. 
Why  is  there  even  a need  to  use 
this  case  and  people’s  alleged 
disregard  about  it  as  a defense 
against  people  scrutinizing  a man 
who’s  not  faced  a single  charge 
while  being  accused  of  raping 
dozens  of  women? 

It’s  not  a competition  and  it’s 
pretty  sickening  to  think  of  it  that 
way. 

But  Faizon  is  not  the  only  Team 
Cosby  person  to  hold  that  belief. 
He’s  a part  of  a larger  group  that 
believes  that  Bill  Cosby  is  being 
brought  down  by  a “conspiracy." 

YouTube  star  Spoken  Reasons 
released  a video  and  said  that 
“no  one  has  found  one  piece  of 
evidence  of  rape.” 

Yeah,  not  one.  Just  Bill 
Cosby’s  numerous  prescriptions 
for  Quaaludcs-vvhich  is  both  a 
sedative  and  hypnotic-and  his 
admission  that  he  did  administer 
the  drugs  to  women  in  order  to 
have  sex  with  him. 

But  what  evidence?  Right?  Just 
his  admission  to  drugging  women 
with  a substance  that  messes 
with  one’s  ability  to  consent  to 
a sexual  act.  Also,  joking  about 
drugging  drinks  both  recently  and 
in  the  past  during  stand  up  acts  is 
something  he’s  also  done. 

But  what  does  that  matter. 


right?  Turns  out,  it  doesn’t  matter 
to  a lot  of  people.  Much  too  often, 
articles,  tweets,  posts,  and  videos 
about  Bill  Cosby  on  the  internet 
suggest  white  America  is  just 
bringing  him  down  because  he  is 
a successful  black  man. 

Why  do  none  of  these  people 
care  to  actually  put  the  blame 
on  the  man  who’s  being  accused 
of  sexually  assaulting  so  many 
women?  Oh  right  because  “there’s 
no  way  he  did  that  to  all  of  them.” 

Even  if  he  only  did  9 or  6 or  2 
or  1,  he  still  raped  someone  and 
he  never  faced  the  consequences 
for  that. 

People  need  to  rip  themselves 
out  of  the  “protect  our  own” 
narrative,  especially  when  they’re 
protecting  the  wrong  people. 
Especially  when  it  involves 
calling  accusers  “liars”  because 
it  fits  inside  of  the  narrative. 
Especially  when  it  uses  the 
#BlackLivesMatter  movement  to 
defend  a man  who’s  accused  of 
rape  with  overwhelming  evidence 
because  it  fits  inside  the  narrative. 

Bill  Cosby  supporters  have 
their  right  to  feel  whatever  way 
they  feel,  but  we  have  a right  to 
express  how  we  feel;  it’s  trashy, 
disgusting  and  makes  us  lose 
faith  in  humanity. 

Sympathizing  with  Bill  Cosby 
just  because  of  a TV  role  he 
held  while  he  was  possibly, 
simultaneously  sexually 

assaulting  women  is  sickening. 
Also,  sympathizing  with  Bill 
Cosby  just  because  he’s  black 
and  you  believe  America  is  trying 
to  destroy  him  is  equally  as 
sickening. 

Bill  Cosby  drugging  women 
and  cracking  jokes  brought  down 
Bill  Cosby. 

No  one  else.  Just  him. 


Question  of  the  issue: 


What  do  you  think  about  Bill  Cosby’s  supporters? 


Damaon  Davis 

1 can  see  where  they’re  coming 
from.  They  should  have 
said  something  right  when  it 
happened.  There  isn’t  enough 
evidence  against  him  right  now. 


Jacob  Freeman 

I would  think  both  sides,  for  or 
against  Bill,  have  an  equal  right 
to  their  stance. 


Sarah  Henry 

If  it's  true,  then  supporting  him 
wouldn’t  be  OK  in  my  opinion. 
But,  if  turns  out  to  not  be  true, 
then  go  ahead  and  support  him. 

I think  reliable  evidence  is  the 
key.  Not  speculating,  but  in  order 
to  have  an  opinion,  you  need  to 
know  more. 


Santiago  Jasso 

Everyone’s  entitled  to  their  own 
opinion.  It  doesn’t  really  affect 
me.  I don't  think  supporting 
someone  is  wrong.  If  people 
think  that  he’s  innocent,  that’s 
their  thing. 
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Emma’s  Issues 

American  Dream  or  American  greed? 


By  Emma  Carter 


Copy  Editor 

Is  the  American  Dream  still 
alive?  This  can  be  a highly 
debated  topic,  one  in  which  many 
sides  are  given. 

The  American  Dream  is  the 
idea  that  anyone  living  in  the  U.S. 
has  the  freedom  and  opportunity 
to  succeed  as  long  as  they  work 
hard.  This  concept  has  been 
around  for  a while. 

So  is  this  concept  still  relevant 
in  today’s  society?  How  much 


opportunity  do  people  really 
have  when  they  are  bom  into 
communities  that  do  not  have  as 
much  room  for  growth,  as  many 
privileges? 

Sure,  it  is  said  time  and  again 
that  everyone  in  America  has 
an  equal  chance  to  succeed,  but 
exactly  how  equal  are  those 
opportunities?  The  life  that  the 
child  of  a lawyer,  doctor,  CEO 
or  politician  is  able  to  achieve 
is  vastly  different  than  that  of 
a child  bom  to  a single  mother 
working  two  minimum-wage 
jobs  to  afford  rent,  food  and  a 
babysitter. 

Obviously  these  two  people 
are  going  to  have  different 
experiences,  with  the  difference 
being  one  grew  up  with  money 
and  connections  and  the  other 
with  dreams  and  hope.  Which  is 
more  substantial  in  a competitive 
job  market? 

If  that  single  mother  had  as 
much  money  or  connections  as 
the  CEO,  then  the  opportunity 
value  for  their  children  is  not  the 
same. 

If  a child  is  bom  into  a poor 
neighborhood,  the  odds  of  that 
child  getting  a great  education 
are  pretty  low  unless  the  child's 
parent  is,  by  some  miracle,  able  to 


get  them  into  a charter  or  private 
school. 

Let’s  suppose  then  that  the  child 
would  be  going  to  this  not-so- 
great  public  school  and  not  have 
a lot  of  money,  so  they  probably 
can’t  pay  for  good  health  care  or 
get  the  right  foods  and  nutrients 
that  are  needed. 

So  the  list  of  things  that  need 
to  be  paid  for  and  done  between 
the  urgent  and  not-so  urgent 
matters  just  keeps  piling  up. 
The  families  just  spin  inside  this 
cycle  of  poverty  which  is  nearly 
impossible  to  get  out  of. 

On  the  other  hand  there  are 
always  exceptions  to  people  who 
are  able  to  rise  up  from  being  in 
poverty  and  get  out  of  the  cycle. 
But  how  easy  is  that  in  today’s 
society  to  get  away  from  that? 
And  how  convenient  of  a story 
for  opponents  of  subsidies  for 
the  poor  to  use  in  shaping  public 
policy. 

So,  is  money  really  the  root  of 
all  evils  in  our  society? 

Let’s  face  it,  if  someone  has 
more  money,  the  more  likely  they 
are  to  succeed.  So  does  it  come 
down  to  the  fact  that  money  is  the 
key  to  the  American  dream? 

Money  is  how  people  gain 
power.  That  is,  unfortunately,  the 


nature  of  the  beast  in  America, 
nay  in  the  world.  Access  to 
exceptional  amounts  of  money 
gives  individuals  a power  over 
others  unparalleled  in  society. 

Everyone  wants  to  have 


money  and  access  to  the  same 
opportunities  as  everyone  else, 
but  if  you  are  not  bom  into  money 
and  influence  then  how  real  is  the 
American  Dream  for  the  majority 
of  Americans? 


Photo  by  Slwnicllc  Fulton 

Is  this  the  American  Dream? 
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that  day  too;  the  first  successful 
“March  on  Washington.” 

There  had  been  another  attempt 
more  than  20  years  earlier  by 
A.  Philip  Randolph.  He  was  the 
president  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Sleeping  Car  Porters;  the  first 
labor  organization  led  by  African- 
Americans. 

The  march  was  intended  to 
dramatize  the  right  of  black 
Americans  to  political  and 
economic  equality.  Specifically 
focusing  on  racial  discrimination 
in  the  job  industry. 

President  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  had  made  several 
attempts  to  persuade  Randolph 
to  call  off  the  march  because  it 
was  “inadvisable."  After  realizing 
Randolph  wasn’t  going  to  back 
out,  Roosevelt  issued  Executive 
Order  8802  in  June  of  1 94 1 . 

The  executive  order  forbade 
discrimination  by  any  contractors 
and  established  the  Fair 
Employment  Practices  Committee 
(FEPC). 

Feeling  satisfied  with  the 
recognition  they  received, 
the  march  was  cancelled. 
Unfortunately  the  victory  was 
short  lived  because  the  FEPC 
went  out  of  existence  in  1946. 

So  African-Americans 

continued  to  face  economic  and 
political  discrimination.  But  it 
was  these  continuous  struggles 
that  drove  Dr.  King  to  make  the 
second  attempt  in  1963.  African- 
American  leaders  began  to  plan 
a new  March  on  Washington, 
designed  specifically  to  advocate 
the  passing  of  the  Civil  Rights 


Act  which  was  then  stalled  in 
Congress. 

This  time,  nothing  would 
dissuade  them. 

“As  we  walk,  we  must  make 
the  pledge  that  we  shall  always 
march  ahead.  We  cannot  turn 
back."  King  said  during  his  “I 
Have  A Dream”  speech. 

And  that’s  exactly  what  was 
done  as  this  group  of  brave 
Americans  marched  from  the 
Washington  Monument  to  the 
Lincoln  Memorial.  There  was  a 
heavy  police  presence,  although 
it  was  unnecessary.  Elaborate 
arrangements  had  been  made  to 
ensure  it  was  a harmonious  event. 

“Again  and  again  we  must  rise 
to  the  majestic  heights  of  meeting 
physical  force  with  soul  force.” 
King  said. 

Although  the  march 
was  followed  by  years  of 
discouragement  and  racial  strife, 
it  was  still  an  affirmation  of  hope. 
The  faith  in  the  capacity  of  blacks 
and  whites  to  work  together  for 
racial  equality  had  never  been 
stronger. 

“The  marvelous  new  militancy 
which  has  engulfed  the  Negro 
community  must  not  lead  us  to 
a distrust  of  all  white  people,  for 
many  of  our  white  brothers,  as 
evidenced  by  their  presence  here 
today,  have  come  to  realize  that 
their  destiny  is  tied  up  with  our 
destiny,”  Dr.  King  said. 

“They  have  come  to  realize 
that  their  freedom  is  inextricably 
bound  to  our  freedom.  We  cannot 
walk  alone.” 


Be  Well  Prepared. 
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homemade  Jeopardy  game. 

The  Comedy  Club  table  also 
had  a game  involving  prizes 
while  cotton  candy  was  given  to 
students  interested  in  the  Business 
Club.  Along  with  candy  and 
information  booklets,  a unique 
treat  was  given  out  at  most  tables. 

“Coffee  with  a Cop,”  a separate 
event  originally,  was  integrated 
alongside  the  officer’s  table. 
Coffee  was  provided  by  the  JJC 
Police  Department  to  students 
who  stopped  by. 

“It’s  a chance  for  the  new 
students  to  get  involved  in  school 
activities,”  said  Criminal  Justice 
Club  advisor.  Officer  Graves. 
He  then  quoted  a statistic,  while 
unsure  of  its  origin,  which  says 
student  involvement  in  activities 
has  a positive  relationship  with 
better  grades. 

The  Criminal  Justice  Club  also 
collected  tokens  from  passersby. 
There  was  a competition  held  to 
identify  the  best  table;  students 
were  able  to  pick  up  three  tokens 
and  place  them  inside  a bag  on 
a club’s  table-the  club  with  the 
most  tokens  won. 

The  competition  was  a key  part 
of  Mainstreet.  Many  of  the  tables 
were  trying  to  outdo  each  other 
with  fancy  and  quirky  attractions. 

The  Vet  Tech  Club  had  a 


stuffed  dog  on  their  table  to 
gamer  second  looks.  The  breed 
was  a Rottweiler,  dressed  in  a 
Mardi-Gras  mask  and  it  caught 
the  attention  of  several  students 
who  stopped  to  snap  a quick 
picture. 

The  attention  was  good  for 
the  club;  Vet  Tech  Club  member 
Juliana  Guzman-Maidondo  said 
that  not  many  people  are  aware 
that  the  group  she  is  a part  of 
exists  and  Mainstreet  gives  the 
club  more  “notoriety.” 

Besides  Vet  Tech,  the  JJC 
Bookstore  got  in  on  the  action 
with  a spin-the-wheel  game 
that  included  prize  discounts  on 
books,  clothes,  and  other  supplies 
from  the  store. 

Friendly  competition  aspect 
aside,  students  were  also  able 
to  benefit  from  the  free  goodies 
being  handed  out. 

In  front  of  OSA,  student 
workers,  along  with  Amy  Sims, 
Coordinator  of  Student  Activities 
and  Pam  Dilday,  Director  of 
Student  Activities,  handed  out 
popcorn,  cookies  and  drinks. 

Passersby  formed  a line  around 
the  counter  for  the  free  treats, 
answered  trivia  questions  and 
talked  amongst  one  another. 

Many  clubs  were  thrilled 
with  the  level  of  exposure  that 


Mainstreet  gave  as  some  of  them 
had  a rocky  start. 

“When  we  first  started  the  club, 
back  in  Spring  of  2013,  it  was 
immediately  put  on  the  chopping 
board  because,  I believe,  the 
Board  of  Directors  were  looking 
to  cut  off  activities,”  said 
Matthew  Searcy,  president  of  the 
Futurists  club. 

“And  when  that  happened,  a 
huge  group  of  students  went  up 
there  promoting,  like,  don’t  get 
rid  of  the  club,”  he  said. 

That  student  protest,  Searcy 
said,  is  how  the  club  is  still 
running  to  this  day-almost  3 
years  later. 

Searcy  also  said  how 
Mainstreet  helps  the  Futurist 
Club  to  attract  more  members  and 
makes  students  be  more  social, 
which  he  said  helped  him  deal 
with  his  own  social  awkwardness. 

With  so  many  clubs  and 
organizations  represented  within 
Mainstreet,  much  of  the  planning 
and  coordination  is  done  a year 
before  by  OSA,  from  picking 
themes  to  ordering  supplies  over 
the  summer. 

“I  think  it’s  a great  social 
event,”  said  Sims,  “It  brings 
all  the  clubs  and  organizations 
together.” 


Business  Club  member,  Mark  Lustofln,  prepares  to  serve  cotton  candy  to  students  at  Mainstreet. 
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Logic’s  album  different  from  rest 


By  Tiereny  Ulmer 

Staff  Writer 

At  first,  a sci-fi  tale  mixed  into 
a rap  album  sounds  like  it  came 
straight  out  of  the  mind  of  Andre 
3000,  but  alas,  it  is  Logic  who  has 
made  this  into  a reality. 

Logic  is  a biracial  rapper  who 
grew  up  in  the  housing  authority 
of  Maryland  with  his  drug- 
addicted,  barely  there  father  and 
pain-killer  addicted,  abusive 
mother. 

His  album,  “The  Incredible 
True  Story,”  is  a follow  up  to 
his  critically  acclaimed  2014 
freshman  album,  “Under 
Pressure.”  While  “Under 
Pressure”  is  more  about  his 
younger  years,  his  new  album 
focuses  more  on  the  future,  hence 
the  sci-fi  theme. 

The  concept  of  the  album 
involves  two  astronauts  looking 
for  a planet  named  Paradise,  100 
years  after  the  destruction  of 
Earth.  The  lyrical  content  of  this 
album  has  drastically  changed 
since  Logic’s  first  album. 

This  album  shows  Logic 
actually  letting  his  audience  get  to 
know  him  as  a person,  rather  than 
just  a rapper.  He  shows  his  love 
for  Quentin  Tarantino  films  and 
has  a skit  about  Rubik’s  Cubes. 
His  lyrics  are  more  passionate 
than  his  first  album,  showing  that 
( 


he’s  not  all  about  the  punchlines. 

Logic  dives  into  the  production 
much  more  than  shown  in  “Under 
Pressure,”  as  Logic  is  credited  as 
a producer  in  most  of  the  songs 
on  his  sophomore  album.  Even 
though  every  song  except  “Lord 
Willin’"  uses  a sample,  Logic  still 
shows  his  skills  as  a producer  as 
shown  in  his  song  “Like  Whoa." 

The  themes  of  his  songs  are 
also  more  advanced  than  his 
previous  album;  he  used  an  AKAI 
MPC  2000  XL-a  professional 
and  user-expandable  64-track 
sampler  sequencer  workstation- 
to  produce  a majority  of  the 
album  and  only  has  two  guest 
vocalists  including  a cameo  of 
Detroit  rapper.  Big  Sean. 

Logic’s  song  “Fade  Away” 
speaks  about  his  acceptance  of 
death  and  hope  that  his  legacy 
will  never  fade  away.  The  song 
“Innermission,”  a play  on  the 
word  intermission,  is  about  Logic 
finding  himself  and  the  meaning 
of  life. 

“City  of  Stars"  focuses  on 
the  “breakup"  of  Logic  and  his 
addiction  to  cigarettes  and  hip- 
hop  in  general.  The  production 
of  this  particular  song  actually 
sounds  similar  to  Kanye  West’s 
“Flashing  Lights.” 

The  song  “Paradise”  was 
crafted  to  sound  like  an  Outkast 
song,  which  is  ironic  due  to 


the  fact  that  Logic  asked  both 
members  of  the  Atlanta  duo  to 
guest  on  this  track,  to  reunite 
them,  which  they  declined. 

Because  of  that,  there  is  also 
a duality  in  this  album  between 
the  tones  of  songs  throughout  it. 
Some  of  these  songs  sound  like 
the  happiest  songs  that  Logic 


could  have  possibly  made,  while 
the  dark  undertones  of  death  and 
destruction  lurk  around. 

The  song  “I  Am  The  Greatest" 
sounds  like  Logic  tried  to  do  his 
best  impressions  of  both  Drake 
and  Kendrick  Lamar.  Despite  all 
the  comparisons.  Logic  has  made 
his  style  unique  and  has  been  able 


to  show  immensely  throughout 
this  album. 

Despite  n concept  that 
was  barely  explained  and  the 
similarities  to  various  other 
artists.  Logic  has  created  an 
album  that  will  hopefully  not  fade 
away  any  time  soon. 
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‘The  Hateful  Eight’:  love  letter  to  violent  past 


By  F.lias  Albert 

Staff  Writer 

Director  Quinlin  Tarantino  has 
been  the  target  of  both  criticism 
and  praise  for  his  roster  of  unique 
lilms. 

Mis  most  recent  film,  “The 
Hateful  Eight,"  has  been  no 
exception. 

The  movie  was  released  in  a 
year  that  gave  willing  audiences 
a huge  selection  of  highly- 
anticipated  films. 

The  best  way  to  see  the  film, 
as  I did,  Was  in  Ultra  Panavison 
70  mm,  which  used  a high-grade 
film  for  optimum  quality.  This 
format  was  only  available  in  a 
limited  number  of  theaters  and 
has  been  used  in  historic  films 
such  as  "Ben  Mur." 

As  for  the  movie  itself,  the 
high  quality  was  complemented 
very  well  with  what  would  turn 
out  to  be  an  instant  classic. 


The  establishing  shot  of  the 
wintery  landscape  gave  a great 
context  that  Tarantino’s  films 
have  become  known  for. 

In  addition,  context  comes  in 
the  way  of  a post-slavery  era,  late 
1800s,  mountainous  Wyoming 
’ for  the  setting. 

Characters  in  the  film  were 
well-cast,  as  each  person  truly 
embodied  the  persona  they 
portrayed. 

In  addition,  the  language  and 
terminology  were  accurate  for  the 
time  period  the  movie  is  set  in. 

Despite  modem  use  of  the 
“n  word"  being  seen  as  taboo, 
the  movie’s  script  has  it  placed 
regularly  as  every  other  word. 
Viewers  should  not  be  concerned 
though  because  the  discomfort 
eased  after  a while. 

Naturally,  Samuel  L.  Jackson 
used  his  usual  set  of  vocabulary 
and  mannerisms.  His  character  is 
Major  Marquis  Warren,  a former 


war  hero  turned  bounty  hunter. 
Though  his  character  was  a bit 
synthetic,  he  played  the  role  very 
well. 

Quite  possibly  the  role  that  I 
was  most  impressed  with  was 
the  one  that  Kurt  Russell  played: 
a Union-sympathizing  bounty 
hunter  with  a rogue  nature,  named 
John  “The  Hangman”  Ruth. 

If  you  watched  the  film  and  had 
no  idea  who  Russell  was,  you’d 
probably  figure  he  was  always  a 
mustache-bearing  mountaineer. 

I personally  began  the  movie 
with  a certain  amount  of  dislike 
for  the  character  Chris  Mannix, 
a “sheriff’  played  by  Walton 
Goggins. 

He  began  the  movie  with  what 
appeared  to  be  shady  intentions 
and  a racist  ego,  but  later  sides 
with  the  heroes  of  the  movie. 

Just  like  Tarantino’s  past 
movies,  excessive  blood  and 
gore  was  another  regular  feature 


to  the  film.  Would  it  really  be  a 
Tarantino  film  without  someone 
being  blown  into  pieces? 

The  plot  keeps  the  audience 
waiting  for  the  climax.  It  happens 
late  in  the  movie,  as  most  do,  but 
considering  how  fast  it  happens 
when  it  comes,  the  rising  action 
almost  seems  to  be  drawn-out  and 
uneventful. 

I know  for  a fact  that  I was 
oddly  comfortable  during  the 
majority  of  the  movie  leading  up 
the  eventual  climax,  but  it  was 
well  worth  the  wait. 

Similar  to  past  Tarantino 
movies,  attention  to  detail  was 
key.  He  doesn’t  add  things  to  the 
plot  and  setting  for  the  fun  of  it. 

One  thing  the  movie  did 
uniquely,  was  turn  the  plot  around 
to  show  an  entire  -sequence  of 
events  that  occurred  before  the 
story  began. 

Overall,  I entered  my  viewing 
of  the  film,  as  I’ve  done  with 


a number  of  films  lately,  not 
expecting  something  that  would 
impress  me  too  much. 

Thanks  to  relatively  recent 
experiences,  disappointment  was 
becoming  a trend  and  I figured 
that  if  you  don’t  expect  too  much, 
you  won’t  be  let  down. 

However,  I was  beyond 
irrational  for  thinking  in  such  a 
way. 

The  movie  held  my  enthusiastic 
attention  from  start  to  finish  and 
seeing  it  in  the  format  I did  made 
the  experience  so  much  more 
special. 

I'd  recommend  that  any 
Tarantino  extremist  make  time 
to  see  the  film.  Likewise,  anyone 
who  likes  a good  plot  and  superb 
dialogue. 

While  I wouldn’t  call  it 
Tarantino’s  best  film,  or  among 
the  best  films  of  the  year,  The 
Hateful  Eight  is  definitely  one  to 
watch  and  watch  again. 


‘The  Revenant’  is  an  incredible  journey 


BY  )AREK  MARTINEZ 

Copy  Editor 

“The  Revenant"  is  a simple 
story  of  revenge  that  provided 
solid  entertainment.  Equipped 
with  incredible  performances  and 
cinematography,  the  movie  had  a 
pace  that  never  let  up. 

Leonard  DiCaprio  played 
Hugh  Glass,  a frontiersman  and 
trapper  in  the  year  1823  that  is 
left  for  dead  in  the  wilderness  by 
the  rest  of  his  hunting  party.  In 
response  to  this.  Glass  embarks 
on  his  journey  to  hunt  down  the 
man  responsible  for  abandoning 
him  as  well  as  killing  his  son. 

Front  the  first  act  to  the  final 
act,  the  film  did  not  falter  in 
intensity  or  suspense.  So  much 
of  a perfect  balance  between  the 
action  and  small  scenes  aided  the 
goal  to  remain  interesting. 

Each  scene  felt  appropriate  and 
timed  without  dragging  or  losing 


any  tension. 

Clear  themes  of  spirituality 
and  survival  are  projected  more 
in  what  is  seen  than  what  is  said. 

Shots  of  large  rivers,  snowy 
forests,  and  frozen  plains 
demonstrated  the  amount  of  work 
that  production  took  in  order  to 
develop  many  of  the  scenes. 

With  a huge  part  of  the  film 
utilizing  natural  light  and  on 
location  shooting,  the  wilderness 
setting  felt  like  its  own  character 
throughout  the  entire  film. 

DiCaprio  as  the  lead  role  played 
an  endearing  protagonist  with  so 
much  of  his  own  performance 
focused  on  facial  expressions 
than  the  kind  of  dialogue  that 
audiences  are  used  to  seeing  from 
him.  Even  when  his  character 
finally  begins  to  speak,  energy 
levels  are  raised  high. 

Tom  Hardy  also  plays  a 
noteworthy  role  as  the  man 
responsible  for  killing  the  central 
character’s  son.  His  delivery 


and  brutish  behavior  provided 
excellent  play-off  with  DiCaprio. 

Rest  of  the  cast  served  as  the 
film’s  more  human  elements  as 
well  as  interpreting  much  of  the 
time  period  lifestyles  that  could 
have  been  easily  exaggerated 
with  fill-in  performances. 

The  violence  throughout 
the  film  and  the  beauty  of  the 
environment  provided  gritty 
realism  of  the  early  1800s. 
Much  of  die  gore  and  chaos  felt 
necessary  to  the  historical  context 
which  the  film  took  place  in. 

A majority  of  the  film 
brilliantly  adapted  the  true  story. 
Most  of  the  plot  flows  through  a 
very  well  thought  out  narrative. 

Director  Alejandro  Gonzalez 
Ifiarritu  successfully  crafted 
a breath-taking  film  that  has 
started  this  year  in  entertainment 
on  the  right  foot  with  amazing 
performances  and  powerful 
direction. 


Courtesy  of  teasertrailer.net 
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‘The  Forest’:  boring  walk  in  the  woods 


By  |arek  Martinez 

Copy  Editor 


“The  Forest,”  a new  horror  . 
movie  by  director  Jason  Zada, 
placed  boring  horror  cliches 
within  a real-life  setting  that  has 
a much  more  interesting  history 
than  the  entire  movie  itself. 

Natalie  Dormer  plays  a twin 
sister  who  tries  to  rescue  her 
troubled  sibling  that  has  gone 
missing  in  the  Aokigahara  Forest, 
the  titular  location  in  Japan  where 
many  people  have  committed 
suicide. 

The  first  act  of  this  flick  sets 
up  the  events  well  and  with  the 
majority  of  the  film  taking  place 
in  Japan  felt  like  a breath  of  fresh 
air  among  the  American  centric 
horror  movies  of  the  past  couple 
of  years. 

What  the  film  failed  to  do  is 
use  the  setting  to  provide  a new 
experience. 

Predictable  jump  scares, 
revelations,  and  boring  camera 
work  did  nothing  to  create  the 
experience  of  being  in  another 
country. 

This  could  have  taken  place 
in  any  other  forest  and  there 


‘13  Hours’ 
not  worth 
your  time 


By  )arek  Martinez 

Copy  Editor 

“13  hours:  The  Secret  Soldiers 
of  Benghazi”  is  a military 
movie  that  offered  plenty  of 
entertainment  but  lacked  true 
depth. 

The  film  recounted  the  2012 
Benghazi  attacks  where  several 
ex-military  soldiers  had  to  fend 
off  groups  of  Islamic  militants  that 
attacked  an  American  diplomatic 
compound  and  CIA  annex. 

Much  of  the  events  throughout 
the  film  were  retold  from  the 
perspectives  of  soldiers  who  were 
stationed  at  the  annex  building  in 
Benghazi. 

Many  of  the.performances  were 
admirable  but  John  Krasinski 
delivered  the  most  heart-felt 
emotion.  The  rest  of  the  cast  were 
given  more  humorous  and  cliche 
heroic  speeches. 

Director  Michael  Bay  may 
have  accomplished  his  most 
restrained  action  movie  since 
"Pain  and  Gain"  which  is  both 
good  and  bad.  The  action,  for 
example,  is  less  glamorized  in 
order  to  tell  a serious  story  but 
does  nothing  interesting  with  the 
plot  or  characters. 

Another  problem  is  the  pacing 
felt  stilted  and  predictable  at 
times.  This  was  especially  the 
case  in  when  the  tension  should 


would  have  not  been  that  much 
of  a drastic  difference  in  terms  of 
story  and  characters. 

The  acting  was  reduced  to 
two  leads  that  did  nothing  but 
give  information,  shout,  and 
provide  zero  tension,  which 
made  the  jump  scares  even  more 
predictable. 

The  film  is  also  a lame 
excuse  for  a psychological 
thriller  because  of  the  terrible 
performances,  one-dimensional 
characters  and  how  scenes  failed 
to  create  any  dynamics  between 
the  actors. 

What  special  effects  they  do 
have  are  cliches  in  their  own 
rights  with  the  whole  creepy 
Japanese  ghost  girl  trope  played 
out  in  far  better  horror  movies  of 
the  past  decade. 

One  of  the  worst  things  that  the 
film  tried  to  play  off  was  having 
Dormer  play  both  twin  sisters  that 
is  both  unconvincing  and  lazily 
done  with  a wig. 

“The  Forest"  is  a thoughtless 
production  that  does  nothing  new 
with  their  premise  and  lacked  any 
kind  of  horror,  thrills  or  tension 
that  the  marketing  has  tried  to 
lead  audiences  to  believe. 
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Don’t  ride  ‘The  5th  Wave’ 


BY  )AREK  MARTINEZ 


Copy  Editor 


have  been  the  highest  when  the 
soldiers  were  outnumbered  by  the 
enemy. 

Three  times  it  would  go 
through  a bland  pattern  of 
shooting,  talking,  shooting,  and 
additional  pointless  talking. 

As  much  as  the  human  element 
of  the  soldiers  felt  presented 
appropriately,  some  of  them 
are  given  almost  nothing  to 
do  - which  also  added  to  how 
unmemorable  the  characters 
were.  Also,  the  differentiation 
between  each  soldier  was  almost 
nonexistent  as  they  all  acted  too 
similar  amongst  each  other. 

When  the  action  does  come 
into  play,  we  see  a few  explosions. 
It  is  likely  that  an  emphasis  on 
gore  was  used  to  bring  a message 
of  war  casualty,  which  is  never 
fully  explored  or  lost  under  all  the 
dialogue. 

The  third  act  is  by  far  the  most 
interesting  point  of  the  film  that 
set  all  the  pieces  in  motion  thanks 
to  a clear  tone  that  was  trying  to 
convey  the  action  and  thrills  in  a 
decent  military  movie. 

Bay  has  made  a film  that 
really  fit  his  passion  of  all 
things  military  but  played  it  safe 
from  any  political  perspectives. 
Perspectives  such  as  Islamic 
perspectives,  or  other  messages 
other  than  the  boringly  written 
characters  with  some  pretty  cool 
action  elements. 


“The  5th  Wave"  lacks  any 
tension,  characters,  or  story  and 
only  serves  to  bandwagon  the 
oversaturated  genre  of  young 
adult  book-to-film  adaptations. 

Sixteen-year-old  Cassie 

Sullivan  must  survive  in  a post- 
apocalyptic  world  where  aliens 
are  attempting  to  kill  off  the  entire 
human  race  in  order  to  utilize  the 
planet’s  resources. 

Chlocs  Grace  Moretz  plays  the 
lead  role  of  Sullivan,  where  she 
gives  a very  fiat  performance 
that  showed  almost  no  effort 
in  engagement.  What  made  her 
performance  staler  is  the  in-voice 
narration  that  is  heard  along  the 
entire  film. 

The  rest  of  the  cast  are  given 
one-dimensional  characters 
with  some  effort,  but  nothing 
impressive  as  most  of  them  are 
just  given  a few  lines  before  the 
story  shifts  back  to  Moretz. 

The  film  felt  like  a rushed  mess 
just  by  the  pacing  that  it  presented 
alone.  Twenty  minutes  into  the 
film's  runtime,  the  movie  killed 
off  the  protagonist’s  parents, 
friends  and  left  her  alone  in 
the  woods  all  while  most  of  the 
humans  on  the  planet  are  killed. 

Zero  tension  or  set-up  with 
almost  no  character  development 
were  combined  together  to  leave 
this  film  with  little  to  show. 

Much  of  the  production  values 
seem  to  have  been  spent  on  the 
unimpressive  CGI  effects  and 
generic  action  sequences. 

The  typical  “teen-melodrama” 


between  characters  wus  also 
presented  poorly  as  the  main 
character  is  stripped  of  their 
independence  and  put  in  a 
predictable  love  triungle  between 
two  lovers. 

Instead  of  trying  to  adapt  much 
of  the  detail  and  character-driven 
narrative  of  the  novels,  the  film 
tried  to  cater  to  tropes  that  have 


plagued  many  young-adult  novel 
adaptations  as  well  us  the  post- 
apocalyptic  film  genre. 

Some  of  the  nwkward  diulogue 
served  what  little  entertainment 
that  this  forgettable  film  had  to 
offer  and  should  be  skipped  over 
in  favor  of  other  films  out  this 
January. 
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David  Bowie  dies  at  69 


BY  JAREK  MARTINEZ 

Copy  Editor 


Singer,  songwriter,  music 
producer,  and  actor  David  Bowie 
died  ofliver  cancer  on  Jan.  10  in 
his  New  York  home  at  the  age  of 
69. 

Bowie’s  passion  for  music 
and  performances  made  him  a 
pop  culture  legend  and  his  death 
has  left  thousands  of  fans  in 
mourning. 

The  late  1 960s  and  early  1 970s 
were  the  start  of  Bowie’s  journey 
as  a talented  performer.  Albums 
like  “The  Man  Who  Sold  the 
World”  and  “Hunky  Dory"  were 
large  factors  in  his  rise  to  fame  in 
both  the  UiK  and  the  U.S. 

Bowie  also  popularized  the 
idea  of  the'  ‘glam  rock’  genre 
which  mixed  music  styles  from 
pop  and  rock. 

During  his  rise  in  the  1970s 
he  began  the  development  of  a 


persona  known  as  Ziggy  Stardust. 
He  would  wear  stylish  colors  and 
dyed  his  hair  red  for  his  on  stage 
performances  while  touring  in  the 
U.K.  and  later  the  U.S. 

Bowie’s  incredible  level  of 
cpmmitment  to  his  persona  while 
delivering  hits  like  “Starman"  led 
to  his  prominence  as  an  icon  in 
the  music  industry. 

The  late  1970s  saw  Bowie  use 
another  persona  while  exploring 
other  musical  genres  like  funk 
and  soul. 

Drug  problems,  such  as  cocaine 
usage,  later  surfaced  amidst  his 
fame,  but  self-  recovery  and 
continued  passion  in  his  music 
career  allowed  him  to  continue 
his  work  by  the  early  1980s  and 
beyond. 

Much  of  Bowie's  talent  came 
from  a combination  of  theatrics 
and  art,  but  this  did  not  stop  at  his 
visual  presentation  in  concerts. 
His  music  consisted  of  powerful 
lyrics  conveying  emotion, 
experiences,  and  symbolism  that 


made  his  songs  like  works  of  art. 

Every  use  of  guitar,  bass,  and 
vocals  helped  make  songs  like 
“Space  Oddity”,  “Let’s  Dance”, 
and  "Little  Drummer  Boy"  huge 
successes  and  sat  on  the  number 
one  spots  in  music  charts  for 
years. 

Bowie  was  also  involved  in 
several  films,  with  his  most 
memorable  performance  as  the 
Goblin  King  in  Jim  Henson’s 
Labyrinth.  Bowie’s  contribution 
to  the  film  was  his  part  as  the 
charismatic  villain  while  also 
recording  five  songs  for  the 
movie’s  soundtrack. 

Bowie’s  impact  around  the 
world  can  be  seen  through  much 
of  what  he  had  accomplished 
in  his  lifetime.  Winning  two 
Grammy  awards,  three  Brit 
awards,  and  selling  a total 
estimated  140  million  albums 
throughout  his  career  have 
solidified  him  in  music  history'  as 
both  an  innovator  and  a man  with 
a true  passion  for  music. 
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benevolent  creator. 

Only  providence  could  have 
provided  this  incredible  fortune- 
George  Lucas  has  sold  his  golden 
egg,  and  Disney  has  polished  it  to 
a high  gloss.  The  force  awakens  is 
what  Episode  I should  have  been; 
a return  to  the  epic  story  arc  of 
the  Jedi  and  the  perpetual  struggle 
between  the  dark  and  the  light. 

Gone  are  the  spastic  and  utterly 
useless  gungans  (let  us  bow  our 
heads,  for  Jar-Jar  remains  at  least 
hitherto  unseen).  Gone  is  the 
passionately  terrible  acting  of 
Episode  1 which  we  were  in  our 
ignorance  so  eager  to  endure, 
replaced  by  the  phenomenal 
performances  of  Daisy  Ridley 
(Rey),  and  the  very  charismatic 
John  Boyega  (Finn). 

The  fantastic  core  performance 
of  Rey,  in  a refreshingly  strong 
and  independent  female  role,  is 
well  matched  with  the  incredibly 
fan-pleasing  and  smile-inducing 
reprisal  of  the  original  core  cast  of 
Harrison  Ford,  Carrie  Fisher  and 
one  brief  but  highly  significant 
scene  with  Mark  Humill. 

This  film  is  not  without  fault, 
however.  Fans  of  the  series  will 
note  significant  similarities 
between  scenes  in  this  film  and 
scenes  in  the  original  films  of 
the  late  70s  and  80s.  Perhaps  the 
point  of  making  Star  Wars:  The 
Force  Awakens  was  to  be  more 
iterative  than  inventive. 

It  is  loyally  faithful  to  the 
heart  of  the  series,  but  perhaps  a 
la  Kelly  Clarkson  this  film  was 
afraid  to  stray  too  far  from  the 
sidewalk,  rendering  some  scenes 
predictable,  and  dulling  the  spice, 


the  special  zing,  and  the  sharp 
edge  that  make  a good  movie  a 
great  one.  But  you  know,  it’s  still 
Star  Wars. 

My  experience  began  with  me 
sauntering  into  the  theater  about 
15  minutes  late  (the  commercials 
were  still  rolling  of  course),  in 
my  crappiest  set  of  slippers  and 
a sweatshirt  with  a fresh  pizza 
stain. 

After  becoming  appropriately 
wedged  into  the  moist  crevasse 
that  was  my  seat,  the  lights  began 
to  dim,  a hush  fell  on  the  theater 
and  in  one  giant  wave  the  classic 
John  Williams  Star  Wars  theme 
enveloped  the  room. 

1 loved  the  experience.  I cannot 
be  sure  if  it  was  the  buzz  of  the 
crowd:  the  anticipation  of  a new 
direction  for  the  story;  1 cannot 
be  sure  if  it  was  well  written, 
characters,  a return  to  the  classic 
themes  of  tire  original  films,  or 
any  combination  of  these  factors, 
but  a good  movie  is  like  a good 
song.  It  just  works. 

But  was  it  a great  movie? 
Maybe,  maybe  not.  It  depends  in 
my  experience  on  who  you  ask. 

For  me  however-and  maybe 
this  is  just  because  I’m  becoming 
Clint  Eastwood’s  character  in 
Gran  Torino-but  it  didn’t  have 
the  bold,  naive  adventurism,  the 
sense  of  newness,  the  drop  of 
desperate,  inspired  genius  of  the 
original  film. 

But  maybe  this  is  what 
happens  when  stories  are  vetted 
by  accountants  and  when  the 
creator  of  a universe  puts  it  on 
the  auction  block,  no  longer  a 
vent  for  desperate  inspiration,  but 


a blank  check  for  a new  jet  or  a 
third  house  in  the  tropics. 

Please  do  not  let  my  crotchety, 
cane  shaking  superstition  keep 
you  from  seeing  this  movie 


though.  It  is  worth  every  penny  of 
your  ticket. 

If  you  are  late  to  the  party, 
make  time  for  this  movie.  Do 
what  I did,  throw  on  your  crappy 


slippers,  grab  a box  of  Rolos  and 
point  your  eyes  at  the  screen. 
You’ll  be  glad  you  did. 
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Lady  Wolves  search 
for  consistency 


1 believe  we  should  be  OK  at  the 
plate.” 

For  the  team  to  hit  well,  some 
returning  players  will  need  to  be 
relied  upon  more  heavily  than 
they  were  last  year. 

“Jake  Drada  needs  to  have 
another  good  year  for  us,"  King 
said. 

But  hitting  is  not  the  only  place 
where  returners  will  be  leaned  on. 

“Our  four  sophomore  pitchers 
really  need  to  step  forward,” 
King  said.  “Jeffries,  Wright, 
Lindemann  and  Maly  need  to 
use  last  year’s  experience  to  have 
productive  seasons  for  us.” 

Drada  is  coming  off  a freshman 
season  in  which  he  finished  third 
on  the  team  in  at  bats  and  fourth 
in  batting  average.  His  1 99  at  bats 
were  also  third  in  the  nation.  His 
66  hits  and  97  total  bases  both 
ranked  1 8th  nationally. 

Thomas  Jeffries,  in  particular, 
is  coming  off  a productive  2015 
season.  He  made  15  starts  and 
posted  a record  of  9-3  with  a 3.26 
ERA.  As  a freshman,  he  led  the 
nation  in  starts,  complete  games, 
shutouts,  and  innings  pitched. 

Trevor  Maly  led  the  nation 
in  appearances  with  30  and  had 
the  second  most  saves  with  five. 
He  finished  the  season  with  a 
2.27  ERA  and  struck  out  57 
batters  in  63.1  innings  pitched. 
Nick  Lindemann  pitched  some 
valuable  innings  last  season,  but 
with  mixed  results. 

“Maly,  Jeffries  and  Lindemann 
all  had  plenty  of  innings  last  year 
and  saw  World  Series  action,” 
King  said.  The  Wolves  will  be 
waiting  to  see  if  the  experience 
pays  off. 

Charlie  Wright  also  saw  action 
last  year,  but  was  limited. 

“Wright  is  coming  back  from 
injuries  and  gave  some  good 
innings  early  last  year,"  said 
King. 

Wright  only  threw  16.1  innings, 
but  still  managed  to  strike  out  18 
batters.  His  22  walks  were  a bit 


high  given  the  small  work  load, 
but  more  experience  should  lower 
that  number. 

“We  have  about  five  or  six 
freshman  pitchers  1 really  like 
and  should  play  big  roles  for  on 
the  mound,"  King  said. 

The  combination  of  steady 
returning  pitchers  and  promising 
freshmen  could  provide  the 
Wolves  with  a well-balanced 
pitching  staff. 

Also  expected  to  contribute 
in  2016  are  a couple  of  talented 
transfers,  one  being  Rob  Blisset 
from  the  University  of  Cincinnati. 

A Thomwood  High  School 
grad,  Blisset  did  not  see  any 
action  last  season  in  Cincinnati. 
Never  the  less,  he  is  expected  to 
play  a major  role. 

“Jeff  Szubert,  from  Olivet 
at  second  base  is  a good  find 
as  well,”  King  said.  Szubert 
struggled  at  the  plate  for  Olivet 
Nazarene  last  year,  but  only  had 
71  at  bats.  He  will  likely  get  more 
at  bats  for  the  Wolves,  and  his 
numbers  may  improve. 

The  Wolves  will  also  have  a 
big  hole  to  fill  this  season. 

T.J.  Condon,  last  season’s 
Division  III  National  Player  of 
the  Year,  has  moved  on.  The 
sophomore  catcher  had  a very 
good  all-around  season.  He  led 
the  nation  in  doubles,  triples,  RBI 
and  total  bases. 

Condon  had  75  RBI  in  59 
games,  which  is  an  impressive 
pace.  At  the  plate  was  not  the  only 
spot  where  he  made  a difference. 
He  was  a good  defensive  catcher, 
throwing  out  24  potential  base 
stealers.  This  number  was  good 
for  third  in  the  country. 

“It’s  a big  hole  to  fill,”  King 
said,  “but  it’s  something  that  I 
don’t  worry  about.” 

The  Wolves  open  their  season 
with  a series  against  Jefferson 
College  in  Missouri  on  March 
4-6.  Saturday  March  12  is  their 
home  opener.  Baseball  is  almost 
here. 


BY  ZACKMUNDAY 


Staff  Writer 

The  Lady  Wolves  enter  the 
final  stretch  of  the  season  with 
an  11-9  overall  record.  They  hold 
a 2-3  record  against  conference 
opponents  and  arc  in  fourth  place 
in  the  N4C. 

The  Wolves  have  had  two 
separate  instances  where  they 
won  three  games  in  row,  but  just 
could  not  keep  momentum  longer 
than  that.  They  immediately 
followed  up  one  of  their  win 
streaks  by  losing  the  next  three  in 
a row.  They  again  won  three  in  a 
row,  but  then  dropped  five  of  their 
next  eight. 

“Sometimes  we  underestimate 
what  we’re  capable  of,"  head 
coach  Shaun  Sanderson  said. 
“I  don’t  care  if  the  offense  isn’t 
there,  your  defense  has  to  be  there 
every  night.” 

Sanderson  said  he  feels  his 
players  spend  too  much  time 
thinking  about  in-game  scenarios 
rather  than  playing  through  them. 
He  said  it’s  the  job  of  the  coaches 
to  move  from  that. 

The  Lady  Wolves  played  at 
home  against  two  of  the  top- 
ranked  teams  recently.  First  came 
fifth-ranked  Rock  Valley,  who 
controlled  the  game  from  start  to 
finish.  The  Lady  Wolves  lost  that 
matchup  80-52. 

With  a win  and  a loss  in 
between,  the  Wolves  then  played 
first-ranked  Madison.  Down  big 
to  start  the  game,  the  Wolves  held 
their  own.  They  stormed  back  in 
the  fourth  quarter  giving  Madison 
a late  scare,  but  ended  up  losing. 

Slow  starts  factored  in  for  the 
Lady  Wolves  in  those  games, 
being  down  by  double  digits  in 


both  before  the  first  quarter  even 
ended. 

Sanderson  said  working  to 
make  the  game  simpler,  to  assure 
that  everyone  is  on  the  same  page, 
may  correct  the  slow  starts. 

“It’s  about  repetition  and  getting 
better  in  practice,"  Sanderson 
said.  “It’s  something  we  have  to 
figure  out  and  something  that  we 
have  to  evaluate." 

Another  factor  for  the  Ludy 
Wolves  is  roster  size.  Most  teams 
carry  12-15  players  on  their  teum. 
However,  tire  Lady  Wolves  only 
carry  eight  players,  and  now 
hitting  the  final  stretch  of  the 
seuson,  fatigue  cun  start  to  set  in. 
But  Sanderson  does  not  view  that 
as  an  excuse. 

"Although  they  have  14 
players,  they’re  only  playing 
about  eight,"  Sanderson  said. 
“We  try  to  look  past  that.  We  tell 
them  it’s  equal." 

Since  the  start  of  the  second 


semester,  it  seems  defenses  have 
been  figuring  out  ways  to  stop 
sophomore  forward  Chavon 
Bunks.  She  was  averaging 

14.8  points  and  14.2  rebounds 
per  game,  while  shooting  54.5 
percent  from  the  field  before  we 
turned  to  the  new  calendar  year. 

Since  then,  her  averages 
have  went  down  to  11.8  points, 

12.8  rebounds,  on  38.9  percent 
shooting. 

"We  got  to  get  (Chavon)  Bunks 
going,"  Sanderson  said.  “Teams 
have  been  figuring  out  how  to 
slow  her  down.  She  is  the  engine 
of  our  team." 

There  nre  seven  games  left 
in  the  season,  and  the  Lndy 
Wolves  will  try  to  establish  some 
consistency  heading  into  the 
postseason.  After  already  playing 
their  conference  foes  once,  the 
Lndy  Wolves  have  to  be  prepared 
to  make  adjustments  on  the  fly. 


Jamarl  McAfee,  right,  sets  up  the  offense  during  a recent  game. 
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Lady  Wolves  hungry  for 
success  at  start  of  season 


by  Elias  albert 

Staff  Writer 

The  JJC  softball  team  is 
nearing  the  start  of  the  2016 
season  and,  with  that,  the  start 
of  a new  era  under  recently  hired 
head  coach  Kerri  O’Shea. 

They  are  coming  off  a 4-37 
campaign  in  2015,  which 
included  a 1-14  record  in  the 
N4C. 

For  O’Shea,  being  with  the  JJC 
team  isn’t  her  first  time  holding  a 
coaching  position. 

She  most  recently  spent  time 
at  Concordia  University-Chicago 
as  an  assistant  coach.  In  2015, 
her  team  went  15-9  within  the 
Northern  Athletics  Collegiate 
Conference  and  posted  19  wins 
overall. 

JJC  will  open  their  season  with 
an  N4C  tournament  in  Rosemont, 
III.  They’ll  start  the  tournament, 
which  will  be  played  indoors, 
ugainst  Rock  Valley  on  Friday, 
March  4. 

Last  season,  Rock  Valley  was 
first  in  the  N4C  with  a 14-0 
record  with  conference  play  and 
a 41-3  record  overall.  On  top 
of  that,  they  were  the  NJCAA 
Division  III  national  champions 
in  2015. 

In  2015,  JJC  posted  a team 
average  of  .327/.419/.454  and 
averaged  around  three  runs  per 
game. 

Defensively,  JJC  allowed  an 


ERA  of  10.24  and  an  opponent 
batting  average  of  .417. 

With  the  start  of  play  closing 
in,  O’Shea  said  the  team  is 
preparing  for  haul  of  the  season. 

“We  have  13  dedicated 
athletes,”  O'Shea  said.  “It’s  very 
exciting  to  think  about  what  this 
team  is  capable  of  doing  this 
season." 

O’Shea  said  despite  having  a 
smaller  roster  this  season  too,  she 
still  sees  the  potential  of  having  a 
deep  set  of  positions. 

“Although  we  have  a lower 
roster  size  this  season,  we  are 
very  fortunate  to  have  athletes 
that  can  play  multiple  positions 
on  the  field,”  O’Shea  said.  “The 
girls  offer  a variety  of  depth  in 
various  positions  which  in  turn 
will  allow  for  us  to  be  flexible 
with  our  lineup.” 

Last  season,  the  Lady  Wolves 
operated  with  12  players,  two  of 
which  were  their  starting  pitchers. 

This  season,  O’Shea  expects  to 
once  again  have  two  pitchers  at 
her  disposal. 

Despite  having  just  two 
pitchers  the  roster,  O’Shea  said 
they’re  all  progressing  well. 

“Our  assistant  coach  John 
Mackinson  has  been  working 
with  our  pitching  staff  to  prepare 
them  for  the  upcoming  season,” 
O’Shea  said.  “They  are  currently 
working  very  hard  to  get  into 
pitching  shape  both  physically 
and  mentally.” 

The  Lady  Wolves  have  been 
able  to  work  together  and  get  into 


season  shape,  despite  the  weather 
not  always  being  preferable, 
O’Shea  said. 

“Any  spring  sport  that  plays 
in  the  Midwest  knows  the 
disadvantages  you  face  with  the 
winter  months  during  preseason 
preparation,”  O’Shea  said.  “At 
this  level  the  athletes  and  coaches 
are  accustom  to  being  inside 
training  for  their  season  during 
the  winter  months.” 

O’Shea  said  she,  and  the 
program  as  a whole,  are  looking 
forward  to  what  the  future  holds 
both  for  the  team  and  all  of  JJC 
athletics.  She  said  the  facility  that 
is  currently  under  construction 
has  everyone  excited. 

“This  new  building  will  bring 
a number  of  opportunities  for 
current  and  prospective  student 
athletes,”  O’Shea  said. 

The  facility  is  expected  to  open 
in  2017. 

She  also  said  she  was  thankful 
to  Mackinson  on  her  coaching 
staff  this  season. 

“We  are  very  lucky  to  have  him 
on  our  staff  as  he  has  been  around 
the  game  for  a number  of  years  in 
various  capacities  and  a different 
levels,”  O’Shea  said.  “He  will  be 
able  to  share  his  knowledge  of  the 
game  and  make  a strong  impact 
with  our  girls.” 

The  Lady  Wolves  will  see  their 
first  action  on  the  competitive 
field  against  Rock  Valley  in 
Rosemont,  on  Friday,  March  4 at 
11  a.m. 


Courtesy  of  JJC  Athletic  Department/ Mike  DiNovo 


Kaitlyn  Sullivan  catches  a pop-up  in  a game  from  last  season.  She 
returns  this  year  to  help  the  Wolves  take  a big  step  forward. 
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Adam’s  Hot  Corner 

Designated  hitters  are  what  baseball  needs 


By  Adam  Tumi  no 


Sports  Editor 

For  42  years,  there  has  been 
one  distinct  difference  between 
the  American  and  National 
Leagues.  That  difference,  the 
designated  hitter,  will  likely  go 
away  soon.  Like  it  or  hate  it,  it’s 
happdhing,  likely  by  the  2017 
season. 

This  is  a potentially  great  thing 
for  baseball.  For  nearly  half  a 
century,  baseball  fans  have  been 
forced  to  watch  pitchers  try  to 
hit.  Anyone  who  has  watched  a 
pitcher  hit  knows  that  it  is  not 


pretty. 

When  most  pitchers  walk  to  the 
plate,  the  game  just  stops  dead. 
You  can  tell  that  the  pitcher  does 
not  want  to  hit  anything.  It  is  a 
signal  to  everyone  in  the  stadium 
that  it  is  a good  time  to  run  to 
the  bathroom,  because  nothing  is 
going  to  happen. 

In  20 1 5,  Major  League  pitchers 
hit  for  a collective  .129  batting 
average.  If  a position  player  hit 
.129,  he  would  be  out  of  a job 
before  he  could  get  back  to  the 
dugout. 

The  pitcher  usually  hits  in 
the  ninth  spot  in  the  lineup. 
All  American  League  teams 
combined  for  a .228  batting 
average  out  of  the  nine  hole, 
including  an  average  of  around 
20  at  bats  by  pitchers  for  each 
team.  NL  teams’  ninth  hitters, 
including  a much  higher  number 
of  pitchers,  only  mustered  a . 1 82 
batting  average.  The  designated 
hitter,  or  DM,  definitely  increases 
offensive  production. 

Baseball  has  had  a hard  time 
reaching  younger  audiences, 
mostly  due  to  competition  with 
other  major  sports. 

Younger  viewers  have  a hard 


time  getting  interested  with  the 
slow  paced  game  of  baseball. 
One  way  to  reverse  this  is  to  have 
more  runs  being  scored.  This  is 
what  the  DH  will  do.  If  baseball 
wants  to  compete  with  the  NFL 
and  NBA,  they  need  the  DH. 

The  opportunity  to  implement  a 
league-wide  DH  seems  like  a no 
brainer  for  MLB  Commissioner 
Rob  Manfred. 

“I  think  our  owners  in  general 
have  demonstrated  u willingness 
to  change  the  game,"  Manfred 
said. 

This  is  a good  sign  from  the 
normally  tradition-oriented 
game  of  basebull.  A new  wave  of 
younger  owners  and  GMs  may 
push  new  thinking. 

Organizations  are  smart  to 
think  this  way.  More  runs  equals 
more  television  viewers  und 
higher  ticket  sales.  I find  it  hard 
to  believe  that  any  MLB  owner 
would  turn  down  increased 
revenue. 

The  DH  will  also  prolong  the 
careers  of  great  hitters,  who  may 
not  be  great  fielders.  Without  the 
DH,  Boston  Red  Sox  slugger  and 
future  Hall-of-Famer  David  Ortiz 
would  have  been  forced  to  retire 


years  ago. 

Ortiz  was  never  much  of  a 
fielder,  and  his  athleticism  has 
worsened  with  age.  Die  DII  has 
ullowed  Ortiz  to  continue  to  piny, 
much  to  the  delight  of  Red  Sox 
fans.  Critics  will  say  using  the 
DH  ns  a band-aid  for  bad  fielders 
is  a bad  thing.  But  how  cun  it  be 
when  it  extends  the  careers  of 
great  hitters? 

Perhaps  the  biggest  reuson  is  to 
reduce  the  risk  of  pitchers  being 
injured  at  the  plate.  In  2015,  two 
of  the  National  League’s  best 
pitchers  were  injured  during  at 
bats.  The  Washington  Nationals’ 
ace  Max  Seherzcr  sprained  his 
thumb  taking  a swing. 

In  late  April.  St.  Louis 
Cardinals’  starter  Adum 
Wainwright  tore  his  Achilles 
tendon,  and  missed  the  entire 
regulnr  seuson. 

However,  the  two  pitchers 
reacted  very  differently.  Seherzcr 
used  his  injury  to  advocate  for 
the  Nationul  League  DI1. 

"Who  would  people  rather  see, 
a real  hitter  hitting  home  runs," 
said  Seherzcr  to  CBS  Sports, 
“or  u pitcher  swinging  u wet 
newspnper?  Both  leagues  need  to 


be  on  the  same  set  of  rules,” 

Wainwright  surprised  many 
people  when  he  said  the  DH  has 
no  place  in  the  NL.  He  considered 
his  injury  to  be  a fluke  occurrence, 
and  cautioned  ngninst  making 
major  chungcs. 

‘it  could’ve  happened  doing 
anything,"  he  said.  "It  could've 
happened  carrying  my  daughter 
up  the  steps.  Buseball  has  to  stay 
doing  what  it  is." 

I disagree  with  Wainwright's 
point.  Pitchers  are  being  paid 
increasingly  ridiculous  nmounts 
of  money  in  toduy’s  MLB.  With 
increased  salaries,  the  DH  should 
be  used  to  protect  team's  most 
valuable  assets  front  unnecessary 
risks. 

flic  DM  makes  loo  much  sense 
to  not  be  added.  It  will  spare  funs 
from  having  to  watch  pitchers 
hit,  spare  pitchers  form  having 
to  try  to  hit,  and  spure  teams  the 
possibility  of  losing  their  valuable 
pitchers  to  fluke  injuries. 

The  D11  will  make  baseball 
more  fun,  more  exciting,  and 
more  profitable.  With  the  possible 
changes  coming  as  soon  us  2017, 
basebull  fans  should  have  a lot  to 
be  excited  about. 


We  Offer: 

• Planning  with  a knowledgeable 
North  Central  transfer  counselor 

• Smooth  transfer  of  credit 

• Generous  transfer  academic 
scholarships  and  financial  aid 

Learn  More! 

Visit  North  Central  College 

Transfer  Information  Sessions 

Igroup  setting) 

Upcoming  dates:  February  25  and 
March  12 

S.T.O.P.  In 

(Student  Transfer  Organizational  Plan ) 

• Individual  setting 

• Daytime,  evening  and  Saturday 
options 

Customized  Visits 

• Individual  setting 
•Weekdays 


For  more  information  and  to  request  a visit, 

go  to  northcentralcollege.edu/ 
transfer-visit  or  call  630-637-5800 


SPORTS — 

Wolves  capture  Top- 10  ranking 


The  referee  calls  for  a time  out  as  he  hands  the  ball  to  Wolves'  guard  Darius  Wells,  a sophomore  from  South  Elgin  high  school,  during  a recent  game  against  Madison  College. 


BY  STACY  BECKER 


Staff  Writer 

JJC  men’s  basketball  is  now 
ranked  ninth  in  the  Jan.  20 
NJCAA  Division  III  poll.  It  is  the 
second  time  this  season  that  they 
have  been  ranked  that  high. 

The  Wolves  extended  their 
winning  streak  to  five  after  beating 
Madison  College  on  Saturday, 
Jan.  23.  The  five-game  streak  is 
their  longest  since  opening  the 
season  with  six  consecutive  wins. 
Their  high  energy  and  strong 
defense  has  been  a key  factor  in 
their  consistency. 

At  16-5,  they’re  trying  to 
improve  every  game.  They  have  a 
solid  record,  only  having  one  loss 
on  their  own  court  in  1 1 games.  In 
conference  play,  they  are  in  good 
position  at  5-1. 


They  are  playing  very  well 
on  both  sides  of  the  ball.  They 
average  84.1  points  per  game, 
only  allowing  an  average  of 
59.9  points  per  game  to  their 
opponents. 

Their  most  recent  notable 
performance  was  against 
Madison  College  on  Jan.  23,  a 
game  that  the  Wolves  won  by  3 1 . 

There  are  many  reasons  why 
basketball  teams  are  successful. 
The  Wolves  success  so  far  is 
attributed  to  their  teamwork. 

Head  coach  Joe  Kuhn  said  the 
scheme  to  the  game  is  more  about 
his  team  than  their  opponents. 

We  need  to  play  the  game 
right,  starting  on  the  defensive 
side  of  the  ball,"  Kuhn  said.  “It’s 
about  communicating  and  talking 
to  each  other.  We’ve  gotten  much 
better  at  that.” 

There  are  several  players 


contributing  to  the  success  of 
the  team.  Sophomore  guard 
Daymeann  Stewart  leads  the 
team  in  scoring  an  average  of 
14.2  points  per  game. 

Sophomore  guard  Darius 
Wells  has  been  consistent  across 
the  board,  averaging  11.8  points 
per  game.  On  the  defensive  side 
of  the  ball,  he  is  ranked  13th  with 
50  steals  and  leads  the  team  with 
2.8  steals  per  game. 

Kiwane  Crowder,  also  a 
sophomore  guard,  has  made 
an  impact  on  the  team  with  97 
rebounds,  averaging  five  per 
game.  He  also  creates  plays  by 
stealing  the  ball,  which  he  has 
done  3 1 times  so  far  this  season. 

Leading  the  team  in  rebounds 
is  freshman  center  Patrick 
Kenny,  with  101.  He  averages 
5.6  rebounds  a game.  He  has 
also  contributed  to  the  team 


offensively.  Kenny  averages  12.6 
points  per  game  while  shooting 
52.9  percent  from  the  field. 

Freshman  guard  Robert  Brooks 
has  made  an  impact  offensively, 
shooting  46.3  percent  from  the 
field  and  averaging  12.8  points 
per  game.  He  has  also  been 
productive  with  71  rebounds  this 
season. 

The  team  has  worked  well 
together  on  offense  and  defense, 
creating  plays  and  following 
through.  Two  players  on  the  team 
have  combined  for  192  assists  this 
season.  Stewart  is  ranked  eighth 
in  assists  with  117  and  Crowder 
ranked  49lh  has  75.  As  a team,  the 
Wolves  are  ranked  13S  with  18.3 
assists  per  game. 

Kuhn  said  he  has  stressed  the 
importance  of  assisting  your 
teammates. 

"Offensively,  it’s  about  creating 


a shot  for  your  teammate,”  Kuhn 
said.  "Not  for  yourself,  but  being 
unselfish  with  it.” 

The  Wolves  have  played  teams 
in  the  top  of  the  standings  as  well 
as  teams  that  are  struggling.  The 
Wolves  try  to  approach  every 
game  the  same  way.  Moving  the 
ball  around,  being  aggressive  and 
finishing  plays  are  necessary  in 
order  to  win  games. 

“There  are  individual 
challenges  and  team  challenges 
to  look  at  differently  in  every 
game,”  Kuhn  said. 

The  Wolves  have  mostly  met 
these  challenges. 

Each  game  is  important,  but 
February  will  be  a pivotal  month 
for  them.  The  upcoming  games 
for  the  Wolves  are  mainly  against 
conference  teams.  They  will  try  to 
finish  strong  and  earn  a high  seed 
for  the  conference  tournament. 


Players  to  watch 


Darius  Wells 
Men’s  Basketball 

Sophomore  Darius  Wells  has  helped  the 
Wolves  to  a 16-6  overall  record  and  a 5-2 
N4C  conference  record.  Wells  received  Re- 
gion IV  Division  III  Player  of  the  Week  on 
Jan.  25  for  his  outstanding  play  last  week.  In 
a 79-50  victory  over  Harper  College,  Wells 
finished  with  20  points  and  8 assists  on 
8-of-13  shooting.  During  a home  win  against 
Madison  College,  Darius  scored  12  points 
and  had  1 1 assists  for  a double-double.  He 
is  currently  averaging  1 1 .8  points  and  6.0 
assists  per  game. 


Hillary  Dietahin 
Women's  Basketball 

Sophomore  Hillary  Dietahin  has  the 
Lady  Wolves  on  track  with  a 12-9  overall 
record  and  a 3-3  N4C  conference  record. 
In  a 57-33  victory  over  Harper  College. 
Hillary  had  8 points  and  12  rebounds.  In 
a tough  loss  to  Madison  College,  Dieta- 
hin earned  7 points  and  9 rebounds.  In  a 
big  win  at  Milwaukee  Tech,  she  finished 
with  1 1 points  and  14  rebounds.  Hillary 
is  currently  averaging  11  points  and  14 
rebounds  per  game. 
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Tuition  hike  impending 


Melvin  Whitehead 


Meet  JJC’s 
man  of 
many  roles 

By  Shanielle  Fulton 

Co-Editor 

It’s  four  in  the  afternoon  on 
a Thursday.  The  sun  is  setting 
as  Melvin  Whitehead  walks 
through  the  metal  detectors  of 
the  library  in  JJC. 

He  turns  left,  smiles  widely 
and  heads  toward  the  reference 
desk.  After  navigating  down  the 
back  hallway,  he  goes  into  the 
conference  room  that  holds  a 
view  of  the  JJC  campus. 

He’s  pressed  for  time;  he  has 
a plane  to  catch  and  has  to  leave 
by  4:30p.m. 

“Give  me  one  second,”  he 
says  as  he  directs  me  to  have  a 
seat.  He  disappears  out  the  door 
and  returns  almost  immediately 
with  a bag  of  Skittles.  “Do  you 
like  Skittles?” 

I nod  yes  and  he  tosses  them 

The  Police  Blotter  Is 
back! 

pages 

Read  what  Emma's 
Issues  are  now! 

page  3 


by  Andrew  Hanton 
Co-  Editor 

JJC  students  may  have  a 
surprise  waiting  for  them  in 
the  fall  semester.  There  is  a 
possibility  that  tuition  will 
increase  by  $10  per  credit  hour. 

The  JJC  Board  of  Trustees 
will  hold  a vote  on  March 
8.  for  the  proposed  increase. 
If  approved,  the  change  will 
become  effective  immediately 
for  the  next  semester. 

The  last  time  tuition  was 
raised  at  JJC  was  fall  of  2014 
when  it  went  up  by  $4.  That 
number  has  been  a trend  for  the 
last  few  increases.  However, 
this  year’s  proposal  will  be  over 
double  the  normal  raise. 

Administrative  Services 
Vice  President  Judy  Mitchell 


presented  the  Board  with  two 
options-a  $9  or  $10  incrcase- 
at  a January  meeting.  An  email 
sent  by  Mitchell  highlighted  the 
reasons  for  her  proposals. 

According  to  Mitchell’s 
email,  the  $9  increase  would 
help  cover  operating  costs  of 
the  new  additions  to  the  City 
Center  Campus  and  allow  JJC 
to  hire  staff  for  the  new  campus. 
The  $9  increase  would  also 
support  goals  within  JJC's  U.S. 
Department  of  Education  Title 
III  Grant. 

According  to  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education’s 
website,  the  Title  m Grant 
“helps  eligible  IHEs  to  become 
self-sufficient  and  expand  their 
capacity  to  serve  low-income 
students  by  providing  funds 
to  improve  and  strengthen  the 
academic  quality,  institutional 


management,  and  fiscal  stability 
of  eligible  institutions.” 

Mitchell’s  email  stated  that 
the  proposed  $10  increase 
would  cover  everything  under 
the  $9  increase  while  investing 
funds  into  JJC’s  Marketing 
and  Creative  Services  Office. 
The  extra  funding  will  support 
outreach  for  much  needed  new 
students. 

New  student  enrollment  hns 
been  a major  concern  for  the 
school  because  enrollment  has 
been  trickling  downward  at  JJC 
for  the  past  few  semesters. 

“Our  enrollment  goes 
against  the  economy,"  said  JJC 
President  Dr.  Debra  Daniels. 
“When  the  economy  gets  bad, 
our  enrollment  goes  up  because 
people  are  going  to  work  instead 
of  going  to  school." 

While  full-time  student 


enrollment  is  down,  enrollment 
for  part-time  students  hus 
increased  recently. 

“We  do  have  un  increase  in 
part  time  students,  which  is  not  u 
good  thing,"  said  Daniels.  “They 
don’t  tuke  a full  time  load  and 
they  need  all  the  same  services 
us  full  time  students  which  puts 
pressure  on  us." 

The  student  dccreuse  is 
measured  in  u formula  thut  takes 
both  full-time  and  part-time 
students  into  account,  called 
full-time  equivalent.  This  takes 
the  overall  headcount  of  students 
divided  by  the  number  of  full- 
time credit  hours,  which  gives 
the  school  a full-time  equivalent 
count. 

Daniels  said  thut  the  tuition 
increase  does  have  a possibility 

See  Tuition,  pag*s 


Wolves  mark  their  20th  win  of  the  season 


by  Stacy  becker 


Staff  Writer 

On  Saturday,  Feb.  20,  the 
JJC  Men’s  Basketball  team  fell 
short  against  Milwaukee  Area 
Tech,  losing  by  a final  score  of 
89-77  Thp  Wot vpc  ^fnioolprt  tn 


find  their  rhythm  throughout  the 
game,  which  was  their  last  of  the 
regular  season. 

“I  don’t  think  we  played 
particularly  well  and  I don’t 
think  it  was  a very  good 
officiating  game”.  Head  Coach 
Joe  Kuhn  said  about  the  season 


finale. 

Although  they  didn’t  hold  on 
to  the  lead,  sophomore  guard 
and  the  team’s  leading  scorer 
Daymeann  Stewart  led  the  game 
with  26  points.  He  also  added 
four  rebounds,  three  assists  and 
one  steal.  Johnny  Campbell, 


Patrick  Kenny  and  Darius  Wells 
each  contributed  12  points. 

Along  with  his  12  points, 
Campbell  had  ten  rebounds, 
three  steals,  two  blocks  and 
two  assists.  Wells  added  five 
rebounds  and  six  assists.  There 
were  also  some  last  minute 


lineup  changes  for  this 
which  may  have  contributed 
the  loss. 

“Had  a little  bit 
issue,  so  that  also  impacted 
game  a little  bit  as  well," 

See 
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Opinion 


Editorial 

Black  History  Month  more  important  than  ever 


:B 


LA  Z E R 
STAFF 


Many  people  believe 
pro-black  equates  to  anti- 
white.  Take  a look  around, 
scroll  through  social 
media  or  watch  the  news; 
it’s  in  plain  view. 

Every  display  of  pride 
by  African  Americans  is 
treated  as  a slap  in  the 
face  to  everyone  else. 

The  overwhelming  hate 
Beyonce  received  for  her 
Super  Bowl  performance 
due  to  her  dancers 
being  dressed  as  Black 
Panthers  is  a piece  of 
evidence.  Kendrick  Lamar’s  bold 
performance  at  the 
Grammys  earned  him  criticism 
from  upset  people. 

Also,  how  can  we  neglect  to 
mention  the  pathetic  attempt  to 
downplay  the  Black  Lives  Matter 
movement  with  “All  Lives 
Matter"  as  a common  rebuttal? 

All  of  these  reasons,  and  more, 
are  why  Black  History  Month  is 
vital  - possibly  more  than  it  ever 
has  been. 

Society  currently  has  a deep, 
ongoing  issue  with  racism 
and  prejudice.  It’s  becoming 
increasingly  hard  to  feel 
optimistic  about  the  future 
when  reports  of  police  brutality 
against  blacks  spread  across  the 
news  like  wildfire;  Hollywood 
has  a clear  diversity  problem; 
celebrations  of  a culture  is 
viewed  as  malicious;  and  there 
are  people  who  will  actually 
attempt  to  justify  all  of  the 
aforementioned  things. 

Add  on  to  the  list  that  some 
black  celebrities  are  actually 
adding  to  the  issue  - looking  at 
you,  Raven  “I’m  not  African 
American”  Symone  and  Stacey 
“do  away  with  BET  Awards” 
Dash-and  well,  you  have  quite 
the  recipe  for  a limited  amount 
of  resources  for  black  children  to 
find  positive  things  about  being 
who  they  are  or  where  they  come 
from. 

President  Obama  has  been 
taking  initiative  to  speak  up 
whenever  possible  about  the 
issues  African  Americans  face  in 
the  country  and  there  are  those  in 
the  entertainment  industry  doing 
their  share  (Kendrick  Lamar,  J. 
Cole,  Beyonce,  Zendaya,  etc.) 

The  thing  in  this  equation  that 
needs  to  change  are  those  who 
oppose. 

The  people  who  feel  it 
necessary  to  defend  their 
misinformed,  racist  stances  on 
issues  that  have  very  little-if 
anything— to  do  with  them  need 
to  change.  People  who  devalue 
this  culture,  this  pride  and  this 
pain  need  to  change. 

People  who  would  watch  a 
video  of  a black  man  being  shot 
in  the  back  not  once,  not  twice, 
but  eight  times  and  witness  the 
officer  radio  in  a false  story  to 
cover-up  murder  and  actually 
send  that  officer  money,  along 
with  support,  need  to  change. 

People  who  ask  “why  isn’t 
there  a white  history  month?” 
should  open  their  textbooks 
or  better  yet,  glance  at  a 


BLACK  LIVES 


MATTER 


television.  Notice  how  “white 
history”  is  a core  curriculum  in 
American  education.  Topics  from 
Christopher  Columbus  to  George 
Bush  are  covered  in  a typical 
class. 

Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  will  get 
a brief  shout  out,  he  will  become 
a fun  project  to  do  in  January 
for  that  day  off  that  just  reads 
“HOLIDAY"  on  some  school 
calendars  and  for  Black  History 
Month  perhaps  some  will  switch 
it  up  and  discuss  Rosa  Parks  or 
Thurgood  Marshall. 

What  are  the  chances  of 
hearing  of  Harold  Amos,  the  first 
African  American  department 
chair  at  Harvard  Medical 
School?  Low. 

The  chances  of  learning  that 
a black  man,  Philip  Downing, 
invented  the  street  postal 
mailboxes?  Low. 

The  chances  that  any  black 
history  outside  of  what’s 
considered  to  be  “common 
knowledge”  being  taught  is 
pretty  slim  and  is  not  a good 
thing. 

African-Americans  have 
played  a large  role  in  helping 
build  America. 

That  is  something  that  should 
be  learned,  especially  by  the 
younger  generation. 

It's  stunning  how  many  young 
people  that  tweet  and  post  such 
misinformed,  racist  things  on 
Social  Media.  Most  of  them  are 
only  about  14  and  already  throw 
around  stereotypical  comments. 

Comments  that  are  often  stated 
as  “fact”  by  the  media. 

“More  black  Americans  will 
be  taught  to  hate  and  fear  law 
enforcement,  fed  on  a steady  diet 
of  lies  about  their  own  country." 
Fox  News  said  this  in  response 
to  a statistic  that  said  that  black 
men  account  for  less  than  four 
percent  of  fatal  police  shootings. 

Great  research,  FOX  News, 
but  what’s  your  point?  African 
Americans  will  be  taught  to  hate 
and  fear  law  enforcement?  Pay 
attention  to  the  movement,  it’s 
not  what  it’s  about. 

The  movement  is  not  built 
around  a statistic,  nor  is  it  built 
around  hating  or  fearing  law 
enforcement.  The  movement 
serves  as  multiple  things  but 
mainly  as  a stand. 

A stand  against  irresponsible, 
racist  reporting  like  that  and 
downplaying  deaths. 

A stand  against  ignorance  a 
journalist  that  thinks  that  fatal 
shootings  of  unarmed  black 
men  by  those  sworn  to  protect  is 


acceptable  as  long  as  it’s  a low 
number. 

A stand  for  Trayvon  Martin, 
the  1 7-year-old  that  was  followed 
and  murdered  by  a neighborhood 
watchmen  while  he  returned 
from  the  store-the  killer  got  off. 

A stand  for  Eric  Gamer,  the 
father  of  five  who  was  choked  to 
death  with  an  illegal  chokehold 
by  an  off-duty  officer  on 
camera-the  killer  got  off. 

A stand  for  Freddie  Gray,  the 
man  who  walked  into  the  back  of 
a police  van  with  six  officers  and 
would  be  taken  out  minutes  later 
with  his  spine  severed  80  percent 
at  the  neck. 

A stand  for  Ernest  Satterwhite, 
Dontre  Hamilton,  Eric  Gamer, 
John  Crawford  III,  Tamir  Rice, 
Rumain  Brisbon,  Naeschylus 
Vinzant,  Tony  Robinson, 

Anthony  Hill,  Walter  Scott. 

Exhausted,  yet?  Me  too. 

There’s  more,  there’s  so  many 
names  that  don’t  make  it  to  the 
media.  Furthermore,  cases  like 
those  add  to  the  fact  that  times 
today  are  a near  dead-ringer  for 
the  1960s. 

The  1960s  is  a famous  period 
in  history  that  is  categorized  by 
the  horrendous  mistreatment 
and  murders  of  blacks-by  both 
civilians  and  officers-something 
that  had  been  going  on  for  years 
but  a true  movement  formed 
during  that  decade. 

That  time  period  was 
revolutionary.  The  iconic  march 
headed  by  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  took  place  in  1963.  The 
fight  for  voting  rights  for  African 
Americans  fiercely  picked  up 
speed  in  1965. 

"Bloody  Sunday”,  as  it  was 
called,  on  March  7,  involved 
about  600  protesters  heading  to 
Montgomery.  The  name  for  the 
event  couldn’t  be  more  fitting; 
the  march,  led  by  John  Lewis 
and  Hosea  Williams,  took  a 
frightening  turn  when  all  of 
them  were  brutally  attacked  on 
television  by  whites  waiting  to 
disrupt  the  protest. 

That  was  the  first  march, 
the  second  march  did  not  end 
in  such  violence  but  protesters 
were  forced  to  turn  around  and 
go  home.  After  the  feet,  three 
ministers  were  fatally  attacked 
on  the  street  by  the  KKK-the 
man  that  got  the  worst  of  the 
beating  was  Rev.  James  Reeb. 

He  died  from  his  injuries. 

Following  events  like  that- 
amongst  others-The  Black 
Panther  Party  formed  the 
following  year.  Their  mission 


was  simple;  they  had 
the  intention  to  protect 
and  defend  their  fellow 
African-Americans.  One 
of  their  features  was  their 
armed  patrol  to  guard 
blacks  from  the  police 
brutality  that  was  very 
prominent  at  that  time. 

The  Black  Panther 
Party  did  not  just  want 
safety,  they  wanted 
equality. 

According  to 

1 Blackpast.org,  “the 

founding  document  of  the 
Black  Panther  Party,  the  Ten- 
Point  program,  addressed  the 
major  issues  facing  urban  black 
communities  with  demands  for 
full  employment  and  adequate 
housing.” 

The  Panthers  stated  simply, 
“We  want  land,  bread,  housing, 
education,  clothing,  justice  and 
peace.” 

Equality.  They  wanted 
equality. 

That’s  what  that  era  was  about. 

It’s  an  era  that  many  students- 
black,  white,  what  have  you- 
should  be  educated  about. 

Because  history  is  repeating 
itself-if  it’s  not  already  evident 
enough  by  the  media,  the 
horrible  education  conditions 
in  urban  communities,  the 
workplace  discrimination  and  the 

police  brutality. 

Protests  are  taking  place  at 
every  comer;  every  time  you  turn 
on  the  TV  there’s  a new  march 
in  some  state  for  a new  senseless 
killing.  On  social  media, 
countless  hashtags  continue 
to  surface  either  to  honor  the 
dead  or  call  for  justice  through 
“#BlackLivesMatter." 

It’s  becoming  a hot  issue  for 
even  candidates  to  discuss.  At  the 
Democratic  debate,  the  question 
was  posed  if,  “black  lives  matter 
or  all  lives  matter?" 

Candidate  Martin  O’Malley 
said  that  black  lives  matter,  Jim 
Webb  said  that  all  lives  matter 
and  Hillary  Clinton  danced 
around  the  question,  never  giving 
a definite  answer. 

“Black  lives  matter,”  Bemie 
Sanders  stated.  “On  any  given 
day,  some  innocent  person  like 
Sandra  Bland  can  get  into  her  car 
and  then  three  days  later  she’s 
going  to  end  up  dead  in  jail." 

The  movement  is  becoming 
incredibly  conspicuous  and  it’s 
more  important  to  focus  on  being 
educated  on  it. 

Not  just  the  past,  but  also  the 
present  and  how  the  two  are 
connected. 

Black  History  Month  is  about 
more  than  just  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  or  Rosa  Parks,  it’s  about 
the  struggle  to  achieve  many  of 
the  things  that  we  have  today  and 
celebrating  things  that  have  been 
contributed  to  society  by  African 
Americans. 

It’s  about  the  literal  blood, 
sweat  and  tears  it  took  to  get  this 
far.  That’s  something  that  should 
be  celebrated. 

Perhaps  more  now  than  ever 
before. 
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The  presidential  race  is  heating  up 


By  Emma  Carter 


Copy  Editor 


As  the  race  for  presidency 
continues  there  have  been  some 
major  surprises  along  the  way. 

The  Iowa  Caucus  is  where  the 
nomination  for  the  front  runner  of 
a party  begins.  This  caucus  is  not 
to  be  confused  with  a primary.  The 
difference  being  that  a primary 
is  a nomination  from  the  voters 
of  the  whole  state  in  which  the 


voters  secretly  pick  their  choice. 

A caucus  is  where  the  voters 
end  up  selecting  their  choice  in  a 
more  open,  local  manner. 

Either  way  the  Iowa  Caucus 
always  kicks  things  off  in  terms 
of  nominations.  This  year  the 
winner  for  the  Democratic  Party 
in  Iowa  was  Hillary  Clinton. 

Although  Bemie  Sanders 
was  a close  second  there  was 
some  controversy  over  the  votes 
and  this  led  to  the  results  being 
reviewed,  an  audit  of  the  results. 
Clinton  still  held  onto  her  lead  by 
a very  small  percentage  after  the 
final  results  were  released. 

As  for  the  Republicans  the 
Iowa  Caucus  results  held  that  Ted 
Cruz  was  the  winner  with  Trump 
running  in  second  place. 

The  next  stop  for  the 
presidential  race  is  New 
Hampshire. 

In  New  Hampshire  the  winner 
for  the  Republican  Party  was 
Donald  Trump  with  John  Kasich 
trailing  behind  him.  The  winner 
of  the  Democratic  Party  was 
Bemie  Sanders,  with  Clinton 
coming  behind  him. 

As  the  campaign  trails  on  and 
candidates  are  starting  to  realize 
that  they  may  not  have  a very  high 


chance  of  winning  the  nomination 
for  one  of  the  major  parties,  some 
instead  decide  to  drop  out  of  the 
race  all  together. 

From  the  Republican  side, 
Carly  Fiorina,  Chris  Christie, 
Rick  Santorum,  Rund  Paul  and 
Mike  Huckabee  have  all  recently 
dropped  out  of  the  race.  Some 
have  thrown  their  support  behind 
other  candidates  who  arc  more 
popular. 

Martin  O’Malley  has  recently 
dropped  out  from  the  Democratic 
side  after  losing  in  the  Iowa 
Caucus. 

There  arc  many  possible 
candidates  running  for  the 
presidency,  although  a lot  have 
dropped  out.  So  who  is  still 
running? 

On  the  Republican  side  we 
have  the  notorious  Donald  frump, 
Marco  Rubio,  John  Kasich.  Ben 
Carson,  Jeb  Bush  and  Ted  Cruz. 

There  arc  many  candidates  on 
this  side  so  I think  it  will  be  very 
interesting  to  watch  in  each  state 
to  see  who  keeps  pulling  forward 
and  who  eventually  decides  to 
drop  out. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note 
that  on  the  Democratic  side  of 
the  presidential  race  there  are 


a whopping  two  candidates 
left.  Hillary  Clinton  and  Bemie 
Sanders  are  the  only  two  left  still 
running  a campaign 

There  are  still  people  who  are 
running  for  president  but  for  u 
third  party. 

What  happens  now?  The 
parties  split  up! 

Nevada  is  where  the  next 
Democratic  caucus  will  be  held 
while  the  Republicans  will  be 
in  South  paroling  to  hold  a 
primnry.  The  Democrats  will 
then  be  in  South  Carolina  and 
the  Republicans  in  Nevada  (they 
switch). 

This  leuds  us  up  to  Super 
Tuesday!  Super  Tuesday  is  the 
day  when  many  states  hold  their 
primury  elections  und  is  obviously 
on  Tuesday,  March  I . 

Another  important  day  to  note, 
for  us  in  particular,  is  Murch  15, 
which  is  the  lust  day  for  voting  in 
Illinois  for  the  primaries. 

As  the  race  continues  more 
debates  huve  occurred,  more 
controversy  (as  different 
candidates  leud  to  the  front)  has 
occurred  and  there  will  be  much 
more  until  we  have  an  ofTicinl 
nomination  for  each  party. 

For  example.  I do  not  think 


Miliary'  was  anticipating  Bemie 
Sanders  being  such  n tough 
competitor  for  her  campaign.  It 
should  be  interesting  to  watch 
which  one  of  them  gains  more 
votes,  Bemie  hus  been  ganging 
lots  of  momentum  throughout 
this  campaign  trail. 

Also  for  the  Republicans,  the 
Pope  and  Donald  frump  have  had 
some  controversy  when  the  Pope 
came  out  and  said  that  he  does  not 
think  that  Donald  Trump  is  in  fact 
u Christian. 

Trump  is  known  for  his 
statement  of  wanting  to  build 
a wall  to  separate  Mexico  and 
the  United  States,  which  shows 
according  to  Pope  Francis  that 
frump  must  not  truly  be  a 
Christian. 

It  will  be  very  interesting  to 
see  how  Republicans  react  to 
this  statement,  considering  the 
Republican  Parly  is  the  party 
known  for  being  very  religious. 

There  could  potentially  be  a 
lot  of  "firsts’*  for  this  presidential 
election,  the  first  female  ifl  Hilary 
Clinton  wins,  the  first  Jewish 
president  if  Bemie  Sunders  wins 
or  the  first  super  stnr  president, 
Donald  Trump. 
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beside  my  laptop,  then  situates 
himself  across  from  me  in  front 
of  the  windows. 

Whitehead  is  one  of  the  handful 
of  African  American  instructors 
at  JJC  and  performs  many  roles 
within  the  college. 

Besides  performing  his 
regular  library  duties,  he  teaches 
information  literacy,  does 
club  advising  for  two  different 
groups,  and  he’s  active  in  several 
committees. 

“I’m  a part  of  Student  Learning 
Committee  - which  assesses 
general  education  outcomes  for 
the  college,”  Whitehead  said. 
“The  Brown  Bag  committee, 
Professional  Development 
committee,  Diversity  Advisory 
Council." 

The  Brown  Bag  committee 
plans  lunch-time  presentations 
for  the  college  community,  and 
the  Professional  Development 
Committee  helps  to  plan 
educational  activities  for  staff 
and  faculty.  The  Diversity 
Advisory  Council  is  provides 
a “coordinating  function”  for 
diversity  groups  and  serves  as 
a champion  for  diversity  on 
campus. 

In  his  role  as  librarian,  he 
recently  planned  a black  history 
read-in  at  the  library  to  introduce 
new  readers  to  the  works  of  black 
authors  and  poets  in  honor  of 
Black  History  Month. 

Diversity  is  also  an  extremely 
important  issue  for  Whitehead — 
in  college  he  came  out  as 
transgender. 

He  says  the  decision  was 
generally  well-received  by 
his  family  and  that  they  were 
supportive,  which  contradicts  the 
belief  that  homophobia  is  rampant 
within  the  black  community. 

The  TV  Show  Empire  has 
brought  attention  to  the  issue 
in  the  black  community,  and 
Director  Lee  Daniels  says  he’s 
using  the  show  to  blow  the  lid 
off  of  homophobia  in  the  black 
community. 

“Most  of  the  homophobic 
things  I’ve  heard  have  been  from 
non-blacks,”  Whitehead  said,  in 
response  to  Daniels’  comments. 
“1  try  to  stray  away  from  the 
stereotype  that  blacks  are  more 
homophobic." 

A challenge  he  did  not 
anticipate  was  how  he  would  be 
received  when  he  transitioned  to 
a male. 

“I  remember  one  time,  9 or  10 
months  into  my  transition,"  he 
reflects,  “I  was  walking  back  to 
my  apartment  and  1 was  walking 
past  this  car  and  they  locked  their 
door,  and  1 was  so  upset... that  I 
wus  perceived  as  a threat.” 

The  different  treatment 
is  something  that  did  not  go 
unnoticed.  He  found  himself 
getting  unwanted  attention. 

“I  dealt  With  stares  prior  to 
transitioning,  but  not  to  the  extent 
of  after  transitioning."  Whitehead 
continued. 

He  admits  that  there  are 


additional  similar  experiences 
that  come  with  it. 

“Challenges  like,  when  I’m 
walking  on  the  street,  noticing 
that  people-I  can  read  body 
language,  I know  that  they’re 
uncomfortable.  I’ll  wait  for  them 
to  pass,  or  something  like  that.” 

He  said  that  it  used  to  upset 
him,  but  now  it  doesn’t  anymore 
and  it  is  probably  due  to  a key 
person  that  he  met  along  the  way. 

“She  was  a pastor  and  we  were 
dating,  I met  her  four  months  into 
my  transition,  so  pretty  early,” 
Whitehead  said.  “I  was  struggling 
a lot  with  my  faith  during  that 
time,  with  the  transition,  my  faith 
and  things  1 was  experiencing 
and  we  had  a lot  of  conversations 
about  Theology  that  really  helped 
me.” 

He  remembered  one  event  in 
particular. 

“I  remember  one  time  I was 
dealing  with  an  interaction  with 
an  employee  at  Amtrak,”  he  said 
that  he  doesn’t  remember  the 
details  but  goes  on  to  say,  “It 
was  related  to  how  the  person 
was  perceiving  me;  I got  really 
upset.  I had  a tremendous  big 
breakdown  and  I was  supposed  to 
go  on  the  train  and  she  didn’t  let 
me  on  the  train.” 

Later,  his  pastor  friend  told  him 
something  he’ll  never  forget. 

“God  made  Transgender 
people  too,"  she  said. 

It  was  a key  thing  for  him  to 
hear. 

“She  was  definitely  a person 
who  helped  me  reclaim  my  faith 
and  my  belief  in  myself,  and  my 
belief  in  a God  that  loves  me  for 
who  1 am.” 

Bom  in  Washington,  D.C., 
suburbs  of  Maryland,  Whitehead 
went  to  college  just  outside  of 
Baltimore  and  lived  there  for 
about  6 years. 

At  first  his  major  had  almost 
nothing  to  do  with  what  he  does 
today. 

“I  grew  up  a music  nerd,”  he 
said.  “I  was,  ya  know,  a band  nerd, 
and  so  I was  a music  education 
major.” 

While  he  was  in  college,  he 
started  working  at  the  library,  and 
describes  as  a simple  gig,  “just 
shelving  and  checking  out  books 
and  1 kept  working  there  year 
after  year." 

For  him,  an  experience 
happened  and  turned  out  to 
become  an  important  one. 

“There  was  a time  when  our 
reference  librarians  left  at  like 
9 or  10  o’clock  and  the  library 
closes  at  like  midnight  and  people 
needed  their  research  done,” 
Whitehead  said,  “I  had  taught 
myself  a few  things  about  the 
data  bases  and  one  student  came 
to  me,  asking  for  help  on  his 
paper  and  I helped  him.  and  like 
a week  later,  he  comes  back  and 
thanks  me  because  he  got  an  A on 
his  paper." 

That  job  lasted  four  years 
before  he  ended  up  getting  a job 
at  Howard  University.  A director 


Valentines  show 


at  the  institution  encouraged  him 
to  pursue  Library  Science.  He 
applied  to  University  of  Michigan 
and  ended  up  with  a full  ride. 

He’d  never  lived  outside  of 
his  area  before,  so  he  says  that 
moving  to  the  Midwest  was  an 
adjustment. 

“I  finished  my  Master’s  in 
2010,”  Whitehead  said.  “I’d  been 
looking  for  jobs  since  that  March, 
it  was  a really  tough  market  so  I 
was  working  three  part-time  jobs 
for  a year  and  a half  after  I got  my 
degree.” 

After  applying  so  many  times 
to  other  places,  he  landed  a 
second  job  interview  with  JJC. 

“I  thought  ‘hey,  that’s  close  to 
Chicago,’  and  I like  Chicago.”  He 
smiles,  as  he  reflects  and  says  that 
he  thought  community  college 
would  be  a different  place  for 
him.  “I’d  never  stepped  foot  in 
one  before.” 

If  you  speak  to  co-workers  and 
others  that  know  him  at  JJC,  they 
are  not  shy  about  telling  you  what 
a wonderful  addition  he  is  to  the 
school. 

“He’s  always  a pleasure  to 
work  with,”  Michelle  Mejia,  a 
library  employee  said,  “he’s  such 
a pleasant  spirit.” 

Many  of  his  students  from  the 
clubs  he  advises  also  have  nice 
things  to  say  about  him. 

“Melvin  is  a really  great  guy,” 
Tiffany  Delrose,  a member  of  the 
GLAM  club,  said.  “He’s  a role 
model  to  the  community.” 

Members  of  Student 
Government  also  had  very 
positive  comments  about  him. 

“I  feel  Melvin  is  amazing.” 
Bianca  Haro  said,  “I  feel  he 
really  advocates  and  cares  about 
the  students,  not  only  student 
government  but  also  the  other 
clubs.” 

Coincidentally.  Whitehead 
feels  the  same  way  about  the 
students. 

“What  motivates  me  is  the 
students,  students  give  me  so 
much  life,”  he  said.  “And  it’s 
the  most  rewarding  thing  about 
working  here.” 


BY  jAREK  MARTINEZ 

Copy  Editor 

The  JJC  Comedy  Club 
brought  out  the  laughs  with  their 
Valentine’s  Day  Comedy  Show 
in  the  main  campuses  Black  Box 
Theatre  on  Feb.  12. 

Performances  included  stand- 
up  comedy,  skits  and  ‘improv’ 
comedy.  Most  performers  on 
stage  were  members  of  the  JJC 
Comedy  Club. 

Joey  Garcia,  president  of  the 
Comedy  Club,  saw  the  show  as 
a sort  of  tradition  that  has  gone 
on  for  several  years.  Garcia  said 
that  the  club  tries  to  schedule  four 
shows  during  the  entire  academic 
year. 

Garcia  said  that  much  of  the 
brainstorming  for  show  ideas  is 
done  in  their  weekly  meetings. 

“We  sort  of  narrow  it  down  to 
like  three  or  four  things  that  we 
know  we  want  to  do  and  a couple 
of  things  we  might  try  to  do,” 
Garcia  said. 

Jonathon  Feit,  an  adviser  of 
the  Comedy  Club,  said  that  much 
of  the  material  for  the  show 
and  how  it  is  moderated  is  very 
loose.  He  said  that  ensuring  that 
students  have  the  freedom  of 
speech  is  especially  important  in 
the  performances,  as  long  as  the 
profanity  used  has  a “point.” 

Much  of  the  skits  and  stand- 
up  routines  were  Valentine’s 
Day  oriented  with  many  topics 
including  relationships,  love, 
dating  and  sex. 

One  sketch  involved  a member 
having  trouble  with  his  computer, 
only  for  the  repair  man  to  view 
and  question  his  search  history 
filled  with  pornographic  material. 

Another  sketch  had  four 
members  play  astronauts  headed 
to  Mars  as  they  fight  over  a sex- 
robot. 

A newer  performance  that 
members  had  been  working 


on  was  an  audience  interaction 
skit  where  spectators  could 
ask  any  questions  pertaining  to 
‘relationship  advice.’  This  final 
performance  ended  with  several 
male  members  playing  the  role 
of  strippers  engaging  in  comedic 
gags. 

For  many  members,  the  shows 
are  a chance  of  bringing  their 
dreams  of  becoming  stand-up 
comedians  to  life.  Justin  Crosen, 
a student  and  aspiring  comedian, 
said  that  he  really  enjoys  making 
people  laugh  as  well  as  being 
recognized  by  people  around  the 
school. 

Crosen  said  that  this  show  was 
not  advertised  as  well  as  past 
shows,  but  hopes  that  the  next 
show  will  bring  in  a much  larger 
audience. 

Robert  Jones  said  that  he  joined 
the  club  to  bring  the  same  kind 
of  comedy  entertainment  that 
comedians  like  Robin  Williams 
and  Jeff  Dunham  have  brought  to 
audiences. 

Marc  Lopez  Kaufinan,  another 
adviser  of  the  Comedy  Club, 
said  that  it’s  great  to  see  students 
“come  out  of  their  shell”  and 
perform  in  front  of  other  people. 
Kaufinan  has  been  part  of  the 
club  since  2011  and  said  that  he 
really  enjoys  the  brainstorming 
process  at  meetings  where  the 
“magic  happens.” 

Another  member  of  the  club, 
Emma  Smith,  performed  her 
third  show  that  day  and  said  she 
looks  forward  to  performing 
more  shows.  Smith  also  said  that 
people  wanting  to  be  a part  of  the 
club  should  not  be  intimidated 
by  other  members  because 
“everyone  can  be  funny  with  the 
right  confidence." 

The  Comedy  Club  will  host 
another  show  in  April.  More 
information  can  be  found  at  their 
page  at  https://w\vw.facebook. 
com/groups/jjccomedyclub/. 
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Battery  and  robbery  at 
Commons 

JJC  Police  responded  to  a theft 
report  at  Centennial  Commons  on 
Dec.  29,  2015,  which  followed 
with  the  arrest  of  Trishawn  M. 
Byrd  of  Richton  Park,  111,1  who 
was  charged  with  battery  on  Jan. 
21,2016. 

Byrd  was  apprehended  by 
Prairie  State  College  Police  on 
Jan.  21  and  later  picked  up  by  JJC 
police  to  face  charges. 

The  victim  said  that  she  was 
pursued  by  Byrd,  two  other 
females  and  one  male  at  a 
stairwell  in  Centennial  Commons. 
According  to  the  victim,  Byrd 
grabbed  her  by  the  hair  and 
started  punching  her.  Another 
female  suspect  took  the  victim’s 
cellphone  during  the  fight.  The 
victim  also  stated  that  the  male 
suspect  recorded  the  fight  with 
his  cellphone. 

According  to  police  reports,  all 
suspects  involved  in  the  assault 
fled  the  scene  with  the  male 
suspect  serving  as  the  driver. 

Byrd  was  picked  up  by  JJC 
Police  from  Prairie  State  and 
charged  with  battery  and  issued  a 
Notice  of  Trespass  for  Centennial 
Commons  and  all  JJC  properties. 
Police  reports  indicate  that  Byrd 
was  released  on  bond  for  $5,000. 

Other  suspects  involved  in  the 


fight  have  not  been  apprehended, 
and  Byrd  refused  to  identify 
them.  According  to  JJC  Police 
Chief  Pete  Comanda,  video 
footage  of  the  fight  was  recovered 
and  anyone  who  has  information 
related  to  this  incident  should 
contact  Campus  Police  at  (815) 
280-2234. 

Cannabis  possession 

Rayquan  J.  Smith  of  Markham, 
111.,  was  given  two  JJC  Regulation 
tickets  and  a Notice  of  Trespass 
on  Jan.  28  while  attempting  to 
enter  Centennial  Commons  with 
less  than  10  grams  of  cannabis  in 
his  possession. 

JJC  Police  Chief  Pete  Comanda 
said  Smith  attempted  to  enter  the 
Commons  by  claiming  to  officials 
that  his  cousin  was  a resident. 
When  told  to  leave  because 
he  was  a non-registered,  non- 
resident, he  attempted  to  enter 
an  opening  from  the  fence  in  the 
back  of  Commons,  Comanda 
added. 

Comanda  said  Smith  was 
stopped  by  officers  and  was  asked 
to  consent  to  a search.  A small  pill 
bottle  of  cannabis  was  found  in 
his  possession. 

Smith  was  ticketed  for  cannabis 
possession,  failure  to  comply,  and 
trespassing  on  property,  Comanda 
said. 


News  5 

Intervarsity  Christian  Fellowship 
helping  to  spread  love  at  JJC 


BY  lAREK  MARTINEZ 

Copy  Editor 

JJC’s  Intervarsity  Christiun 
Fellowship  (1VCF)  brought 
their  club  to  the  spotlight  with 
several  events  held  in  the  theme 
of ‘love’  in  the  month  of  February 
throughout  campus. 

From  Feb.  2 to  Feb.  4,  IVCF 
club  members  volunteered  to 
ask  students  passing  by  on  what 
they  believed  love  meant  to  them. 
The  student  suggestions  would 
then  be  written  down  on  small, 
heart-shaped  papers  and  placed 
op  a poster  of  a large  heart  that 
was  hung  around  the  A-building 
cafeteria. 

A large  group  gathering  then 
took  place  at  around  noon  on  Feb. 
4 at  A- 1002  that  was  open  to  all 
club  members  and  students  that 
were  interested. 

Pizza  and  refreshments  were 
served  while  a presentation  on 
love  and  how  it  could  spiritually 
relate  to  the  Christian  values  that 
individuals  could  agree  upon. 
Questions  and  discussion  were 
also  encouraged. 

IVCF  also  held  their  own 
Valentine’s  fundraiser  where 
small  cards,  bracelets,  and  other 
small  gifts  were  sold  for  $1  or  50 
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cents  each.  The  money  would  go 
towards  future  events  and  activity 
plans  for  the  club. 

Josiah  White  is  one  of  the 
several  leaders  of  IVCF  that  were 
involved  with  many  of  the  club’s 
events  for  February  and  said  that 
most  of  the  events  are  done  as  u 
way  to  promote  more  people  to 
take  an  interest  or  get  involved  in 
their  club. 

As  one  of  the  leaders, 
Josiah  White  also  said  that  he 
recommended  the  club  as  u place 
of  "friendly  formal  gatherings  and 
anyone  is  welcome,  regardless  of 
faith.” 

Another  club  member,  Raquel 
Padovich.  helped  out  with  much 
• of  the  fundraiser  ns  a volunteer 
and  ussisted  with  the  ‘What  is 
Love?’  activities  as  well. 

Padovich  said  that  the  club  is  a 
really  fun  experience  to  be  a part 
of  with  “so  many  people  to  talk 
to.” 

The  club  advisor,  Geoffrey 
White,  said  how  the  month  of 
February  and  the  themes  of  love 
would  help  deliver  the  idea  of 
“God’s  love.”  He  also  said  that 
much  of  the  planning  all  depended 
on  the  students  and  members  that 
wanted  to  get  involved  with  the 
club’s  activities  thut  could  be 
done  on  campus.  


Geoffrey  White  suid  that  he 
sees  the  club  as  a way  of  “students 
coming  together"  through  “bible 
studies"  and  gives  them  a chance 
to  discuss  the  spiritual  lessons  of 
Christianity. 

IVCF  meetings  are  scheduled 
on  almost  every  Thursday  each 
month  at  noon  in  room  0-101 8, 
and  future  events  are  likely  to 
happen  in  the  upcoming  months 
of  this  semester. 


IVCF  members  Corey  Luccl, 
left,  and  Raquel  Padovich  help 
spread  love  and  word  of  God  at 
Valentines  Day  fudralser. 
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of  decreasing  the  overall 
headcount  because  some  students 
may  not  be  able  to  afford  it;  She 
is  confident  thut  JJC  will  still  be 
the  best  bargain  for  an  education 
in  the  area  and  maintain  good 
enrollment  numbers. 

“We  are  going  to  lose  some 
people,”  Daniels  said.  "I  feel 
badly  about  that,  but  in  the  big 
picture  I don’t  think  it  will  be 
significant.” 

Daniels  also  remarked  that  JJC 
has  been  consistently  ranked  third 
from  the  bottom  in  highest-to- 
lowest  priced  colleges  in  the  state 
and  she  believes  the  college  will 
remain  there. 

Another  situation  for  school 
funding  and  enrollment  is  the 
possible  halt  on  MAP  grant 
funding  from  the  state. 

"If  we  lose  the  MAP  grant 
for  our  students,”  Daniels  said. 
“I  definitely  think  that  will 
negatively  affect  our  enrollment," 

Illinois  Senator  Pat  McGuire, 
after  four  conferences  with  the 
Higher  Education  Committee 
recently  wrote  Senate  Bill  2043 
which  is  currently  awaiting 
approval  by  Illinois  Governor 
Bruce  Rauner.  This  bill  will  fund 
MAP  grants. 

Daniels  sent  out  emails  to  JJC 
students,  faculty  and  staff  to  urge 
the  community  to  participate  in 
the  campaign  to  get  Gov.  Rauner 
to  sign  the  bill. 

While  the  general  population 


will  have  to  wait  and  see  what 
becomes  of  the  MAP  grant 
situation,  the  tuition  increase  will 
affect  every  student  now. 

Saleh  Ruman,.  JJC  Student 
Trustee,  feels  that  the  board 
will  vote  to  approve  the  tuition 
increase. 

“I  cannot  predict  the  final 
decisions  of  the  trustees,  but  I feel 
the  majority  of  the  Board  seems 
supportive  of  the  increase,"  said 
Ruman.’ 

Ruman  added  that  he  believes 
the  funding  will  benefit  the 
school  and  the  increase  is 
being  supported  by  the  Student 
Government  and  many  current 
JJC  students. 

Despite  the  anticipated  tuition 
increase  and  possible  MAP  grant 
dispersal,  JJC  still  has  many 
financial  benefits  for  students. 

Daniels  said  that  JJC  has  the 
highest  scholarship  opportunities, 
the  number  of  scholarships,  in  the 
slate  of  Illinois  which  will  always 
be  a great  help  to  students  in  need. 
She  said  that  the  students  arc  a 
priority  in  the  Board’s  decision 
making  and  they  have  their  best 
interests  in  mind. 

“I  want  the  students  to  know 
how  much  we  take  them  into 
consideration.  We  don’t  want 
any  student  to  have  a burden  they 
cannot  handle."  Daniels  said.  “I 
was  a community  college  student 
and  I know  how  hard  it  is  to  pay 
for  school." 
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‘Deadpool’  blows  the  competition  away 


The  film’s  narrative  is  sporadic 
and  intentionally  messy  in 
order  to  drive  the 
point  that 


By  )arek  Martinez 

Copy  Editor 

“Deadpool”  is 
energized  thrill  ride 
that  provides  a great 
fun  and  a simple 
story  while  perfectly 
blending  comedy  and 
action. 

Ryan  Reynolds 
is  perfectly  cast  as 
the  titular  character 
Deadpool.  With  as 
much  admiration  as  Tobey 
Maguire’s  Spiderman,  Reynolds 
embodies  the  character  with  a 
strong  script  that  brings  joke  after 
joke. 

Deadpool  as  a character 
is  very  unique  amidst  many 
superheroes  that  quip  a line  while 
keeping  a straight  face.  What 
the  film  provides  is  a necessary 
understanding  that  Deadpool  is 
not  a well-defined  super  hero, 
which  later  becomes  a rolling 
punchline  that  pokes  fun  at  the 
genre. 

With  such  a vulgar,  childish 
and  murderous  persona  serving 
as  the  protagonist,  the  film  takes 
what  it  needs  from  the  source 
material  and  makes  Deadpool  a 
likeable  and  unconventional  hero 
that  has  relatable  ideals. 


the  film 
should  not 
be  taken  too 
seriously.  There 
is  still  some 
heart  in  this 
story  in  the  form 
of  Reynolds 
chemistry  with 
actress,  Morena 
Baccarin. 

Both  performances  came 
together  to  create  a captivating 
relationship  that  really  brought 
out  the  main  themes  of  the  film, 
but  the  basic  revenge  plot  was 
much  more  present. 

An  R-rated  super  hero  film  is 
certainly  a rare  occurrence,  but 


Deudpool’s  character  and  action 
would  have  not  been  the  same 
without  it.  The  gore  and  bloody 
action  scenes  were  well  shot, 
but  were  appropriately 


done  without  being 
excessive  or  juvenile. 

The  film's  first  act 
shoots  out  as  much 
intensity,  humor  and 


violence  on  the  screen  us 
possible,  with  more 


exposition 
picking  up 
the  steam 

throughout 
the  rest  of  the 
film.  What  the 
film  sets  up  from 
the  beginning  is 
the  peak  that never 
feels  overpowered  as  it 
goes  along. 

Reynolds  and  Baccarin 
seemed  to  be  having  a 


blast  throughout  the  film.  The  rest 
of  the  cast  also  set  up  a few  good 
jokes,  but  they  never  felt  Hike  an 
important  part  of  the  story.  liven 
when  having  just  as  much  screen 
time  as  the  lead  roles,  they  never 
feel  as  necessary. 

A few  misses  on  the  humor  felt 
apparent,  but  so  many  lines 
are  thrown  out  that  it  was 
clear  that  some  would  not 
be  ns  funny. 

One  constant  annoyance, 
that  also  was  the  result  of 
the  humor,  was  the  fourth 
wall  being  broken  several 
times.  As  interesting 
us  the  gags  were,  much 
of  the  depth  and  story  felt 
undermined  because  of  it. 

For  a movie  that  loved  to  crack 
jokes  about  clichtfs,  “Deadpool" 
is  filled  with  a few.  Sometimes 
it  was  hard  to  tell  if  they  were 
pluying  it  safe  with  the  predictable 
revenge  story,  or  being  ironic. 

With  so  much  humor  at 
play,  just  a tad  more  depth  or 
the  retrieval  of  some  unique 
storylines  front  the  Deadpool 
comic  universe  would  have  been  a 
much  more  satisfying  experience 
on  un  already  funtustic  film. 

“Deadpool"  is  a great  film,  but 
it  is  only  a few  steps  back  from 
being  one  of  the  best  super  hero 
films  of  its  genre. 
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Entertainment  — 

Food  review 

KFC  Nashville  Hot  Chicken  a ‘hot5  commodity 


by  Elias  Albert 

Staff  Writer 

KFC  kicked  off  2016  with  the 
unveiling  of  their  new  Nashville 
Hot  Chicken. 

According  to  KFC.com,  “the 
Colonel’s  latest  creation  was 
inspired  by  one  of  Nashville’s 
most  famous  dishes.”  They  also 
said  the  chicken  was  "spicy, 
smoky,  crispy  chicken  that’s  bold 
and  full  of  flavor.” 

The  new  flavor  can  be 
purchased  in  either  a bone-in  or 
tender  form. 

Being  that  I am  a tenured 
fanatic  of  food,  I gave  the 
Nashville  Hot  Chicken  a try. 

The  meal  was  served  to  me 
with  a biscuit  and  coleslaw  which 
is  a standard  for  KFC  meals. 

What  made  this  meal  a bit 
different  though  were  the  sliced 
pickles  that  were  placed  atop  the 
chicken. 

While  I do  enjoy  eating 
pickles,  this  was  something  that 
did  surprise  me.  However,  it 
added  an  extra  element  of  flavor 
and  helped  make  the  meal  even 
more  unique. 

The  chicken  itself  was  covered 
in  red  Nashville  Hot  Sauce  that 
covered  every  inch  of  the  meat 


TV  review 


and  ran  off  onto  the  rest  of  the 
platter. 

In  fact,  there  was  so  much 
sauce  that  about  half  of  the  biscuit 
was  covered  in  it,  which  wasn’t 
necessarily  a bad  thing  to  me. 

As  far  as  taste  went,  the  sauce 
was  slightly  spicy,  not  quite  what 
I’d  consider  hot.  But,  the  level  of 
spice  is  based  on  the  mouth  of  the 
beholder. 

The  flavor  reminded  me  of 
some  of  the  southern-style  hot 
sauces  I’ve  tried  in  the  past;  It 
wasn’t  overpowering  to  where 
it  took  the  food  over,  but  it 
complimented  the  chicken  well. 

Upon  looking  at  traditional 
Nashville  chicken  recipes,  I 
saw  that  vital  ingredients  to  the 
sauce  include  items  like  vinegar 
and  cayenne  pepper.  The  two 
ingredients  were  evident  in  the 
flavor  of  the  chicken,  but  in  an 
efficient  moderation 

Hints  of  garlic  and  chili  powder 
were  also  flavor  enhancers  that 
paid  homage  to  tradition. 

Also  accurate  to  customary 
recipes  were  the  pickles  that  were 
served  with  the  chicken. 

While  I don’t  think  that  the 
Nashville  Hot  Chicken,  or 
anything  from  KFC,  is  the  best 
fried  poultry  on  the  market,  I 


would  say  that  anyone  who’s 
thinking  about  trying  the  new 
dish  definitely  should. 


Since  trying  it  for  the  first 
time.  I’ve  returned  the  KFC  a 
few  times  to  enjoy  the  Nashville 


Hot  Chicken.  It  does  have  my 
blessing  for  what  I’d  consider 
tasty  chicken. 


6The  People  vs.  OP  takes  a stab  at  TV  ratings 


By  Shanielle  Fulton 


Co-  Editor 


Ryan  Murphy  has  done  it 
again;  his  crime-drama  on  FX 
“The  People  vs  O.J.  Simpson”  is 
an  absolute  hit  and  rightfully  so. 

The  show  is  based  on  the  real- 
life  “trial  of  the  century”  which 
involved  NFL  star  Orenthal 
James  Simpson.  In  1994,  he 
found  himself  being  accused  of 
stabbing  to  death  his  ex-wife 
Nicole  Simpson  and  waiter  Ron 
Goldman. 

Evidence  stacked  against 
Simpson  was  hard  to  deny.  His 
constant  changing  alibis  were 
incredulous,  and  the  media 
coverage  was  extravagant  - all 
qualities  for  one  heck  of  a show. 

However,  pretty  often  good 
plots  will  go  to  waste  with  a 
terrible  cast.  That  definitely  did 
not  happen  here. 

Murphy  enlisted  an  amazing 
ensemble  with  the  likes  of  Sarah 
Paulson,  John  Travolta,  Courtney 
B.  Vance,  Malcolm  Jamal  Warner 
and  David  Schwimmer. 

Cuba  Gooding  Jr.  was  selected 
to  portray  the  controversial 
superstar  and,  despite  initial 
doubts,  he  does  a solid  job  with 
the  part. 

While  it’s  possible  to  make 
an  argument  that  someone 
else  could've  done  it,  Gooding 


captures  the  mystique  that 
embodied  the  ‘Juiceman’  during 
the  investigation.  His  hesitant, 
often  suspicious,  reactions  and 
absurd  nature  are  so  good  that  it’s 
hard  to  watch  at  some  points. 

While  he  is  an  exquisite  O.J, 
I don't  find  him  to  be  the  focus 
of  my  attention  and  that’s  due  to 
the  three  scene  stealers:  Paulson, 
Travolta  and  Schwimmer. 

Robert  Kardashian,  the 
patriarch  of  the  infamous 
Kardashian  clan,  is  played 
brilliantly  by  Schwimmer.  In  my 
opinion,  he's  easily  one  of  the  best 
actors  on  the  show.  Kardashian 
and  Simpson  had  a bond  that  only 
grew  closer  with  the  hardships 
brought  on  by  the  trial. 

Schwimmer  gives  a stunning 
depiction  of  the  inner  conflict 
faced  during  the  tragic, 
breathtaking  events  that  surround 
his  friend. 

Joining  Schwimmer  is  Travolta 
as  O.J’s  other  attorney,  Robert 
Shapiro.  Travolta,  needless  to 
say,  plays  his  role  of  a passive 
aggressive  lawyer  to  perfection. 
By  his  side  is  Johnnie  Cochran, 
played  by  Courtney  B.  Vance, 
a Los  Angeles  attorney  that  was 
boisterous  on  the  subject  of  police 
brutality. 

In  the  opposition  is  an  always- 
amazing  Paulson  as  the  fierce 
Marcia  Clarke. 

The  cast  is  ‘A-OK’  and  the 
writing  is  even  better.  Most  of 


the  script  is  based  off  a book,  but 
the  show  really  presents  a fair 
argument  for  both  sides.  While 
it  does  focus  on  O.J’s  not-so 
thought-out  words  and  actions, 
it  also  takes  a look  at  the  police 
brutality  taking  place  at  that 
time  along  with  some  plausible 
connections  to  the  case. 

The  show  also  gets  an  in-depth 
look  at  their  characters’  lives, 
their  personal  thoughts  and  their 
motivation  for  getting  involved  in 
the  case. 

The  drama  is  fast-paced  and 
will  capture  your  attention  from 
beginning  to  end. 

If  I have  one  criticism  about 
this  show,  this  is  it:  leave  the 
Kardashian  kids  at  home,  please. 

I know,  I know,  FX,  you 
believe  Robert  Kardashian  equals 
The  Kardashian  clan  but  that’s  a 
debatable  equation. 

This  is  especially  the  case  in 
scenes  where  the  kids  seemed 
so  forced  and  unnecessary;  one 
case  and  point-believe  me  it’s 
not  a spoiler-is  at  the  funeral  of 
Nicole  where  Kris  Jenner  tells  the 
children  - calling  them  all  by  their 
names,  because  well,  just  in  case 
we  missed  it  - to  sit  down. 

Was  that  necessary?  Was  that 
really  necessary,  Ryan  Murphy? 
Were  the  kids  rambunctious 
because  they  were  grieving? 
Did  they  try  to  turn  hide-and- 
go  seek  into  hide-and-find  the 
ex-husband?  No.  They  just  ran 


around  a packed  funeral  service  Besides  that  small  annoyance 
and  got  scolded  for  no  other  of  shameless  plug-ins,  “The 
reason  than  to  say  “hey  look  who  People  vs  O.J  Simpson”  is  easily 
Robert’s  children  are  guys!  Those  the  best  new  show  on  television 
girls  on  the  E!  Network!”  right  now. 

I’d  love  to  tell  you  that’s  the  If  you’re  not  watching  it, 
last  you’ll  see  of  them  but,  hey,  I consider  yourself  guilty  of 
don’t  want  to  lie.  something. 
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Manga  review:  Kiss  Him,  Not  Me! 

You  can’t  always  get  what  you  want 


BY  BRANDY  ANDERSEN 
Staff  Writer 

Kae  Serinuma  is  an  otaku  girl 
who  is  a huge  fan  of  manga  about 
male  homosexual  relationships. 
She’s  overweight  and  not 
particularly  attractive,  but  one 
day  after  her  favorite  male  anime 
character  dies,  she  suffers  a 
period  of  severe  anxiety  and  loses 
quite  a bit  of  weight. 

Suddenly,  she  is  very  attractive 
and  several  boys  in  her  class  fall 
in  love  with  her.  There’s  just  one 
problem,  she  can’t  stop  thinking 
about  pairing  up  her  suitors  not 
with  herself  but  with  each  other. 

Fans  of  shoujo  or  romantic 
comedies  in  general  will  likely 
enjoy  the  comedic  hijinks  of 
Kae  and  her  harem  of  guys. 
“Kiss  Him,  Not  Me!”  is  one  of 
the  stranger  and  surprisingly 
entertaining  stories. 

Following  Kae  Serinuma  and 
her  ironic  romantic  exploits  in  the 
sense  that  romance  comes  to  her 
when  she  really  wants  it  to  come 
to  others,  or  more  specifically,  for 
the  guys  who  are  interested  in  her 
to  be  interested  in  each  other. 

Kae  knows  each  of  these  four 
boys-at  least  loosely-before 
undergoing  her  transformation 
and  having  them  all  ask  her 
out  at  the  same  time  in  front  of 


each  other  avoided  any  sort  of 
American  soap-opera,  two-timing 
story. 

That  being  said,  I wasn't 
particularly  fond  of  the  body 
shaming  problem  Kae  had  with 
her  brother,  with  him  making  fun 
of  her  weight.  The  story  seemed 
to  just  sweep  it  under  the  rug. 

I think  that  the  concept  came 
off  as  slightly  demeaning  at  first 
in  an  attempt  to  quickly  move 
past  the  evidence  and  into  the 
general  story.  It  was  hardly  a 
major  problem  and  it  doesn’t 
really  affect  much  beyond  the 
initial  chapters. 

Kae’s  otaku-ness  and  interest 
in  boys  love  (BL)  manga  is 
handled  very  quickly  in  the 
story  and  didn’t  overwhelm  the 
reverse  harem  for  long.  In  fact, 
the  four  boys  are  surprisingly 
understanding  about  Kae’s 
interests  and  it  doesn’t  seem  to 
discourage  them  much. 

It  is  most  definitely  a nice 
change  in  pace  to  have  an  official 
shoujo  manga  that  features  a 
reverse  harem  with  the  four  male 
characters  all  going  after  Kae. 

The  story  established 
relatively  distinct  characteristics 
considering  the  short  amount  of 
time  the  story  has  had  to  introduce 
them.  We  have  the  nice  guy,  the 
rude  guy,  the  underclassman,  and 
the  smooth  yet  seemingly  air- 


headed upperclassman. 

Each  character  seemed  to  get 
their  own  individual  times  to 
shine.  Of  course,  it’s  not  like  any 
one  of  them  is  allowed  by  the 
others  to  have  much  alone  time 
with  Kae,  but  the  chaos  from  the 
conflicting  personalities  adds  a 
lot  humor. 

I also  enjoyed  the  character 
designs,  as  each  primary  harem 
member  (including,  of  course,  the 
female  lead)  has  an  appealingly 
pleasing  and  unique  design  that 
highlights  their  personality  and 


helps  readers  to  distinguish  the 
characters  early  on. 

Although  the  conflict  between 
the  members  of  the  harem 
chasing  after  Kae  are  amusing 
in  and  of  themselves,  the  most 
funny  bits  of  comedy  are  often 
Kae’s  reactions  to  her  supposed 
romantic  interests. 

As  a Bl.  fan,  Kae  struggles 
to  keep  the  ideu  of  shipping 
to  put  certain  characters  in  a 
relationship-members  of  her 
harem  together  from  entering  her 
mind,  and  is  unsuccessful  in  part 


due  to  the  way  the  guys  interact 
with  each  other  and  primarily 
because  she  can’t  help  herself. 

While  at  this  point  it  is  hard  to 
suy  if  she  will  actually  develop 
romantic  feelings  for  one  or  more 
of  them,  the  way  she  does  view 
them  is  often  hysterical. 

It  is  definitely  a different  kind 
of  shoujo  that  is  both  romantic 
and  funny.  If  boy  love  does  not 
turn  you  off  of  trying  this  manga  1 
highly  recommend  reuding  it. 


Be  Well  Prepared. 
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By  Brandy  Andersen 

Staff  Writer 

Are  you  in  for  a tear-jerking 
anime  that  will  make  your  heart 
| ache?  Check  out  Anohana:  The 
Flower  We  Saw  That  Day.  Eleven 
episodes  of  a cute  and  emotional 
tale  that  follows  main  character, 
Jinta  Yadomi  and  his  five  friends 
drifting  apart  after  one  of  them, 
Meiko  “Menma”  Honma,  dies  in 
an  accident. 

Upon  watching  the  first 
episode,  it  gave  me  a good  slap 
in  the  face  of  sadness,  leaving  me 
an  emotional  wreck  for  the  entire 
time  I watched  the  show.  Some 
moments  brought  me  down,  but  it 
was  one  sequence  in  an  up-and- 
down  rollercoaster  of  feelings 
that  moved  me  throughout  the 
series. 

To  summarize  the  plot,  two 
years  after  the  tragedy,  Jinta  has 
turned  into  a shut-in  who  docs 
not  go  to  school  and  spends  his 
days  playing  videogames.  On  that 
summer,  however,  the  ghost  of 
an  older  looking  Menma  appears 
to  him  and  asks  him  to  grant  her 
wish,  she  cannot  pass  on  into  the 
afterlife  until  it  is  fulfilled. 

At  first,  he  thinks  he  is 
hallucinating.  But  since  Menma 
does  not  remember  what  her  wish 


is,  she  influences  Jinta  to  gather 
his  estranged  friends  once  uguin, 
believing  that  they  are  the  key  to 
resolving  this  problem. 

All  of  the  group  join  him, 
though  most  of  them  do  so 
reluctantly.  Things  then  grow 
increasingly  complicated  when 
his  friends  accuse  him  of  not 
being  able  to  get  over  the  death 
of  Menma,  for  Jinta  is  the  only 
one  who  can  see  Menma’s  ghost 
and  his  friends  think  he  is  seeing 
things. 

As  matters  develop,  it  is  shown 
that  Jinta  is  not  the  only  person  in 
the  group  who  is  having  trouble 
letting  go  of  the  past,  The  plot 
thickens  close  to  the  end  as  the 
others  reveal  that  all  of  them 
blame  themselves  for  Menma’s 
death.  ITie  group  struggles  as 
they  grow  from  trying  to  help 
Menma  move  on  to  helping  each 
other  move  on  as  well. 

The  plot  was  unique,  well 
played  out  and  it  was  relatively 
easy  to  relate  to  the  characters.  The 
progression  was  smooth,  without 
any  lags  or  spikes  whatsoever  and 
each  of  the  characters  had  its  own 
distinct,  complex  personality. 

The  conclusion  was  heart- 
wrenching  but  in  a good  way. 
The  last  episode  gave  extreme 
anticipation,  tears  and  a 


heartwarming  flow  that  is  hard  to 
find  these  days  and  made  me  weep 
with  sadness  for  the  characters 
getting  passed  their  regret. 

Anohana  was  rated  8 out  of  10 
on  most  anime  list  websites,  so 
it  can  definitely  be  considered  a 
must  see  anime  if  it’s  been  rated 
so  well,  right?!  If  your  heart 
can  take  the  pain,  try  watching 
Anohana:  The  Flower  We  Saw 
That  Day. 

They  never  did  find  out  what 
flower  was  blooming  that  day,  but 
it  blooms  every  summer. 
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Adam’s  Hot  Corner 


TMZ’s  brand  of  journalism  sometimes  helps 


By  Adam  tumino 


Sports  Editor 

TMZ  is  generally  considered 
a slimy  news  outlet.  In  reality, 
their  importance  is  demonstrated 
when  collecting  hot  stories  that 
other  people  don’t  try  to  tackle. 
They  may  break  some  of  the 
rules,  but  they  get  what  they,  and 
the  public,  want. 

They  do  more  than  tell  you 
which  celebrity  housewives  are 
feuding  and  which  B-list  actor 
got  his  third  DUI;  They  deserve 
more  credit. 

They  have  published  several 
stories  that  have  shaken  the 
country:  they  acquired  the  Mel 
Gibson  Anti-Semitic  rant  and 
obtained  the  police  photo  of  a 


badly  beaten  Rihanna. 

They  also  released  the 
video  from  an  Atlantic  City 
casino  elevator  that  showed  the 
Baltimore  Ravens’  ex-running 
back  Ray  Rice  knockout  fianc6. 

This  video  rattled  the  NFL. 
Everyone  from  the  Ravens’  front 
office  to  the  commissioner’s 
office  was  affected.  It  also 
sparked  a nationwide  discussion 
on  domestic  violence.  Despite 
their  greatest  reluctance,  the 
NFL  eventually  entered  the 
conversation. 

Although  nothing  ultimately 
came  of  the  situation,  other  than 
Rice’s  indefinite  suspension 
from  the  league  and  a few  NFL 
rule  changes,  TMZ  provided  a 
valuable  service.  However,  a 
recent  article  calls  attention  to 
the  media  group’s  methods  for 
acquiring  the  video. 

The  story  was  written  by 
Nicholas  Schmidle  and  will 
appear  in  the  Feb.  22  edition  of 
the  New  Yorker.  Schmidle  reveals 
that  TMZ  reportedly  paid  a total 
of  $105,000  for  two  videos.  The 
first  tape  showed  Rice  dragging 
the  unconscious  body  from  the 
elevator,  and  the  second  presented 
the  punch  that  was  thrown. 

This  method  is  known  as 
checkbook  journalism,  and  is 


generally  shunned  by  members  of 
the  media.  TMZ,  however,  seems 
to  rely  on  this  method  because  it 
has  served  them  well. 

Why  should  TMZ  be  ridiculed 
for  this?  They  go  out  and  get 
the  information  that  other  media 
outlets  cannot  obtain  through 
conventional  methods. 

The  series  of  events  that 
followed  this  great  story  likely 
caused  the  NFL  millions.  This 
begs  the  question;  why  didn’t 
the  NFL  pay  the  money  for  the 
videos?  They  can  obviously 
afford  it.  They  tried  to  deny  the 
events,  but  showed  no  interest  in 
covering  it  up. 

If  the  NFL  forked  over  the 
money,  they  could  have  buried 
the  videos  and  would  have  been 
spared  the  public  humiliation. 
Instead,  they  implemented 
lame  excuses,  lazy  cover-ups 
and  horribly  tone-deaf  press 
conferences. 

The  NFL  is  totally  comfortable 
lying  through  their  teeth  to  cover 
themselves.  If  they  really  wanted 
to  cover  up  the  Rice  story,  they 
should  have  actually  tried.  Once 
the  NFL  let  TMZ  get  their  hands 
on  the  video,  it  was  all  over. 

Thankfully,  TMZ  wasn’t  afraid 
of  doing  the  dirty  work.  If  they 
hadn’t  gotten  the  videos,  the 


domestic  violence  culture  in  the 
NFL  would  have  not  been  looked 
at.  Since  Rice’s  incident  teams 
have  been  very  careful  when 
dealing  with  domestic-abusers. 

Teams  do  this  to  avoid  the 
repercussions  of  having  a player 
who  is  charged  with  domestic 
violence.  Under  new  NFL 
rules,  players  are  suspended 
more  easily.  Teams  avoid  these 
players,  who  will  ultimately  hurt 
the  team. 

For  example,  the  Chicago 
Bears  signed  Ray  MacDonald 
before  the  2015  season. 
MacDonald  had  a troubling  past 
that  featured  several  domestic 
incidents.  The  Bears  tried 
to  maneuver  carefully  when 
discussing  his  addition. 

MacDonald  was  soon  arrested 
on  another  domestic  charge, 
in  which  he  allegedly  struck  a 
woman  who  was  holding  a baby. 
The  Bears  immediately  cut  him, 
sparing  us  from  having  to  watch 
a criminal  play  football. 

The  Dallas  Cowboys  were 
much  more  shameless  in  their 
move.  They  signed  Greg  Hardy, 
who’s  violent  past  made  Rice  and 
MacDonald  seem  like  jaywalkers 
by  comparison.  Although  the 
Cowboys  did  not  seem  to  care, 
the  move  was  met  with  swift 


backlash  throughout  the  league. 

More  recently,  Johnny  Manziel 
of  the  Cleveland  Browns,  for 
now,  has  been  involved  in  several 
situations  involving  domestic 
violence.  This  coupled  with 
his  history  of  substance  abuse 
will  likely  wind  up  having  him 
effectively  blacklisted  by  the 
NFL. 

So  in  the  grand  scheme  of 
things,  the  Ray  Rice  video  may 
seem  like  a minor  thing  when 
it  is  really  vital.  The  video,  and 
TMZ’s  acquisition  of  it,  have 
actually  triggered  a societal 
change  in  the  NFL. 

Historically,  the  NFL  is  slow  to 
adapt  to  societal  changes.  Sexism 
runs  rampant  in  NFL  locker 
rooms  when  female  reporters  are 
present.  It  is  also  safe  to  say  that 
the  NFL  did  not  really  embrace 
concussion  research.  In  fact,  they 
attempted  to  sabotage  it. 

Hopefully,  they  will  continue 
to  embrace  domestic  violence 
reform.  The  early  signs  are  not 
good,  but  maybe  they  will  change 
gradually. 

Thanks  to  TMZ,  there  is  a 
chance.  Without  them  and  their 
checkbook  journalism,  domestic 
abusers  in  the  NFL  would  be 
running  around  unchecked  and 
unnoticed. 
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Kuhn. 

He  also  discussed  what  is  most 
important  when  it  comes  to  the 
team. 

“We  know  that  the  discipline 
issue  may  cost  us  the  game,  but 
the  integrity  of  what  we’re  trying 
to  do  is  more  important  than  this 
one  game.” 

This  has  been  a relatively 
successful  season  so  far.  With 
their  win  against  Harper  College 
on  Saturday,  Feb  13,  the  Wolves 
won  their  20th  game  for  the  12th 
year  in  a row,  an  accomplishment 
the  program  is  proud  pf. 

The  Wolves  have  been  very 
consistent  in  scoring  this  season, 
averaging  81.2  points  per  game 
and  are  ranked  15th  with  2436 
points.  The  points  have  been 
shared  throughout  the  team  all 
season. 

“We  have  four  or  five  guys  that 
score  ten  to  twelve  points  each 
game,  which  is  a good  thing,” 
said  Kuhn. 

They  also  average  17  assists 
per  game,  ranking  19th  in 
the  nation  and  proving  to  be 


unselfish. 

“Each  player  from  the  team 
was  on  the  court  during  the  game 
and  contributed  by  points,  assists, 
steals  and/or  rebounds. 

It  was  a complete  team  effort 
on  each  end  of  the  floor.  They 
continue  to  find  ways  to  make 
plays. 

When  they  aren’t  making 
shots,  they’re  creating  plays  on 
defense,"  said  Kuhn  about  the 
Harper  game. 

They  have  maintained  a 
winning  home  record  all  season. 
They  have  only  two  losses  at 
home,  Jan.  6 against  Triton  and 
Feb.  20  against  Milwaukee  Tech. 

"Our  home  record  is  216-45 
since  2000,  which  is  a pretty  good 
record,”  said  Kuhn. 

The  Wolves  finished  theta 
regular  season  on  Saturday,  Feb. 
20,  with  an  overall  record  21-9 
and  9-5  in  conference  play. 

Although  the  regular  season 
has  come  to  a close,  they  will 
begin  postseason  play  this  week. 

“It’s  a new  season,"  said  Kuhn 
about  the  postseason.  “We  need 


to  respect  Harper  or  we  will  get 
beat." 

The  Wolves’  loss  on  Feb.20 
dropped  them  to  third  in  Region 
IV.  Their  first  postseason  game 
is  Wednesday,  Feb  24  at  JJC  at 


7pm  against  Harper  College. 
In  order  to  keep  their  plnyoft' 
season  alive,  the  Wolves  need 
to  continue  plnying  at  the  same 
level  of  intensity  and  teamwork. 

As  Kuhn  and  the  team  prepare 


for  the  playoffs,  he  stresses 
consistency. 

“Keep  doing  what  we  do  and 
try  to  be  a little  bit  better  ut  it,"  he 
said.  “We’re  try  ing  to  stay  sharp." 


Photo  by  Stacy  Becker 


From  left,  Robbie  Brooks,  Joachim  Smith,  Johnny  Campbell,  Daymeann  Stewart  prepare  for  the 
opposing  team's  Inbounds  play. 


Lady  Wolves  confident  entering  postseason 


BY  ZACKMUNDAY 
Staff  Writer 

The  Joliet  Junior  College 
Lady  Wolves  basketball  team 
finished  their  regular  season 
on  Saturday,  Feb.  20,  beating 
Milwaukee  Area  Tech  65-57. 
The  Lady  Wolves  have  an 
overall  record  of  15-12  and  a 
6-6  conference  record. 

“We  thought  we  would  be 
better,  but  that  was  before  the 
Naomi  injury,"  Head  Coach 
Shaun  Sanderson  said.  “At  that 
point  we  didn’t  really  know  and 
set  any  expectations,” 

He  was  referencing  the  loss 
of  sophomore  guard  Naomi 
Mayes,  who  averaged  9.0  PPG, 
while  shooting  39.2%  from 
the  field  as  a freshman.  In  the 


four  games  this  season,  she  was 
averaging  four  more  points  per 
game  while  shooting  36%  from 
the  field.  In  those  games  the 
lady  Wolves  averaged  80.5  PPG, 
almost  20  points  more  than  what 
they  averaged  the  rest  of  the 
season. 

“We’re  content  with  where  we 
are  considering  our  adversity,” 
Sanderson  said.  “Our  goal  was 
to  just  get  better,  and  finish  in  the 
upper  echelon  of  the  conference 
and  host  a playoff  game.” 

During  the  course  of  the  season, 
the  Wolves  had  five  games 
decided  by  six  points  or  less. 
Sanderson  said  his  team  needed 
to  “have  better  starts”  throughout 
the  season,  and  that  “part  of  that 
comes  with  confidence”. 

The  Lady  Wolves  had  the 


second  best  defense  statistically 
in  the  conference,  giving  up  52.4 
points  per  game,  and  ranked  third 
in  conference  in  assists,  averaging 
14  a game.  They  will  start  the 
postseason  against  Harper 
College,  who  finished  the  season 
with  a 2-10  conference  record. 

If  they  win  that  game  they  will 
go  on  to  face  cither  Madison  or 
Rock  Valley,  who  finished  their 
seasons  with  a conference  record 
of  8-3  and  1 0-2  respectively. 

“Play  together  as  a team,  share 
the  basketball’’  Sanderson  said, 
when  asked  what  his  team  needs 
to  do  to  make  d post  season  run. 
“Defensively  we’ve  been  good. 
We  have  a very  young  ball  club,  a 
lot  of  our  games  were  right  there 
but  we  weren’t  able  to  close  it 
out.” 


The  Lady  Wolves  can  possibly 
lose  four  sophomores  from 
their  team  this  year:  Chuvon 
Banks,  Naomi  Mayes,  Hillary 
Dietahin,  and  Juatece  McNear. 
Banks  led  the  team  in  scoring, 
averaging  13.6  PPG  on  47.2% 
shooting.  Dietahin  led  the  team 
in  rebounding  with  13.9  RPG. 
Only  Mayes  might  return. 

“We’ll  see  whut  Nuomi 
decides  to  do,  but  we  huve  a lot 
to  rebuild  upon,”  Sanderson  said. 
“We  need  our  current  freshman 
to  udopt  our  freshman  of  next 
season,” 

Even  though  the  Ludy  Wolves 
arc  losing  ulmost  half  of  their 
team,  they  will  return  seven 
freshman  players  from  this 
year’s  team.  Among  them  is 
Jamari  McAffe,  one  of  the  team’s 


lending  scorers.  She  also  ranked 
28lhin  the  nution. 

‘They  [the  freshman)  need 
to  live  in  the  gym,”  Sanderson 
said  “They  don’t  have  a lot  of 
basketball  experience,  they  just 
need  to  p\uy  it  lot  of  basketVmU 
this  summer  and  increase  (heir 
basketball  I.Q,”  Sanderson  said. 

He  is  confident  that  the 
program  is  moving  in  the  right 
direction.  Over  the  pnst  two 
seasons  the  Ludy  Wolves  huve  a 
combined  record  of  36-23. 

“We’re  very  confident.  Our 
coaches  arc  working  hard.  We’re 
building  and  preparing  right  now 
for  the  offseason  as  well  us  next 
season,”  Sunderson  said.  “We 
got  to  get  a good  group  of  pluycrs 
to  help  us  go  on  u nice  run  to  win 
a championship  next  season,” 
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Sports 


Hillary  Dietahin  goes  up  strong  In  the  lane  In  games  against  College  of  Lake  County  (left),  and  Harper  College.  Courtesy  of  ]]C  Athletic  Dept. 

Dietahin  making  an  impact  for  Lady  Wolves 


By  Elias  Albert 

Staff  Writer 

The  JJC  women’s  basketball 
team  is  currently  sitting  at  fifth 
in  the  N4C  with  a 14-12  overall 
record,  as  of  Feb.  18. 

They  are  averaging  almost 
45  rebounds  per  game,  and  one 
person  responsible  for  those 
numbers  is  sophomore  center 
Hillary  Dietahin. 

Dietahin  spent  her  high  school 
days  at  Guilford  High  School  in 
Rockford,  111.  While  there,  she 
played  three  years  of  basketball, 
along  with  some  volleyball. 

Dietahin  said  the  reason  why 
she  didn’t  play  all  four  years  was 
because  she  wasn’t  sure  if  she’d 
attend  Guilford  or  another  local 
school,  during  her  junior  year. 
She  said  it  was  adversity  that 
she’s  glad  she’s  grown  from. 


Despite  the  difficulty, 
Dietahin  said  she  overcame  the 
distractions  and  concentrated  on 
what  mattered  most  to  her. 

“I  just  realized  that  I need  stop 
worrying  about  how  other.people 
feel  and  start  concerning  myself 
with  my  own  interests,”  Dietahin 
said.  “It  doesn’t  matter  what 
anybody  says,  I just  have  to  do 
what  I have  to  do.” 

When  it  came  to  picking  JJC, 
Dietahin  said,  at  first,  was  more 
of  a matter  of  simply  getting 
away  from  Rockford. 

She  said  she  also  knew  Wolves 
head  coach  Shaun  Sanderson 
previous  to  her  college  selection. 
They  met  for  the  first  time  during 
her  sophomore  year. 

“I  really  liked  his  approach  to 
the  game,”  Dietahin  said.  “He 
seemed  really  open  to  different 
strategies  and  seemed  like  a nice 
guy.” 


Dietahin  received  offers  from  a 
number  of  schools,  but  said  that 
JJC-,  along  with  the  basketball 
program,  became  appealing  to  her 
as  time  went  on. 

After  joining  the  team,  she  said 
she  got  to  see  an  even  closer  side 
to  Sanderson,  which  made  her 
love  being  a part  of  the  team. 

“Sanderson  gets  on  you,” 
Dietahin  said.  “If  he  gets  on  you, 
he’s  showing  that  he  cares.  He’s 
shaped  me  into  the  player  that  I 
am  today,  and  I owe  him  that.” 

This  season,  Dietahin  leads  the 
team  in  rebounds  per  game  with 
13.8  per  game,  so  far  this  season. 
Included  in  that,  she  is  fifth  in 
Division  III  with  her  345  total 
rebounds. 

Of  that,  she  is  averaging  5.7 
offensive  boards  per  contest. 

She  also  leads  the  team  in 
scoring  efficiency  with  51 
percent  from  the  field.  From  that 


she  had  averaged  over  10  points 
per  game. 

She  is  also  second  on  the  team 
in  blocks. 

Dietahin  said  that  she’s  happy 
with  the  way  she  is  played  this 
season,  but  said  she  would  like  to 
get  even  better. 

“I  feel  like  there’s  always  room 
to  improve,”  Dietahin  said.  vTm 
doing  better  than  I did  last  year, 
but  that  should  be  expected.” 

Dietahin  said  her  play  this 
season  has  been  a result  of  her 
rise  in  maturity  and  confidence. 

“I’m  a lot  more  focused  this 
season,”  Dietahin  said.  “I’ve 
developed  like  this  tunnel  vision 
to  do  the  things  that  I have  my 
mind  set  on.” 

Along  with  her  personal 
maturity,  she  said  she  also  enjoys 
passing  the  maturity  down  and 
extend  it  as  a mentor. 

“I  kind  of  changed  roles 


compared  to  last  season,”  Dietahin 
said.  “There  were  mentors  on  the 
team  last  season.  This  season,  me 
and  the  other  sophomores  took 
that  role.  We  like  to  hand  down 
some  tough  love  too.” 

When  she  isn’t  on  the  court  or 
in  the  classroom,  Dietahin  said 
likes  to  utilize  her  free  time  like 
any  other  college  student. 

She  said  she’s  a big  fan  of 
watching  movies  and  playing 
board  games  with  her  friends. 

“I  love  playing  UNO  and 
Monopoly,”  Dietahin  said.  “I  also 
just  like  going  out  to  eat  with  my 
friends.” 

Dietahin  also  said  she  enjoys 
spending  time  with  everyone 
on  the  team,  but  particularly 
sophomore  forward  Chavon 
Banks. 

Dietahin  will  look  to  continue 
her  successful  season  during  the 
Lady  Wolves’  postseason. 


Players  to  watch 


Men’s  Basketball 
Daymeann  Stewart 

Sophomore  guard 
Daymeann  Stewart  led  the 
Wolves  with  10  points  in  a 
77-57  victory  over  Harper 
College.  Against  Madison 
College,  Stewart  nailed 
five  3-point  shots  finishing 
with  17  points  in  a 70-65 
victory. 


Women’s  Basketball 
Chavon  Banks 

Sophomore  forward  Chavon 
Banks  finished  with  18  points 
and  9 rebounds  against  Rock 
Valley  College.  In  a 57-33 
victory  over  Harper  College, 
she  tallied  8 points  and  7 re- 
bounds. At  Madison  College, 
Banks  earned  16  points  and 
10  rebounds. 
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Mayor  O’Dekirk  addresses  concerns 


Honors 

program 

promotes 

success 

By  )arek  Martinez 

Copy  Editor 

JJC  provides  several  programs 
and  opportunities  to  promote 
student  success.  One  example  is 
the  JJC  Honors  Program. 

According  to  Honors  Program 
Coordinator  A I Golden,  the 
Honors  Program  is  for  students 
who  have  a high  GPA  and  are 
driven  to  succeed  in  their  career 
goals. 

“We  have  about  130  members 
currently  who  take  general 
education  courses  within  our 
curriculum,”  Golden  said. 

Both  Golden  and  Linda 
Aguilar  currently  serve  as 
advisers  for  the  program. 
Aguilar  doubles  as  a full-time 
counselor  for  JJC.  Golden  works 
as  a Speech  Communications 
professor  and  adviser  for  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  Honors  Society. 

The  program  had  its  start  in 
1984  and  was  started  by  Peter 
Neff,  a faculty  member  for 
English. 

“The  motto  of  the  program — 
I'll  spare  you  the  Latin  words — 
translates  to  ‘prepared  in  mind 
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By  Iarek  Martinez 

Copy  Editor 

Joliet  Mayor  Bob  O’Dekirk 
spoke  in  the  U-building 
auditorium  on  campus  for  a 
State  of  the  City  address  at  noon 
on  Feb.  24. 


BY  MAGGIE  BARRETT 
Staff  Writer 

Well  it  is  just  a jump  to  the 
left  and  then  a step  to  the  right,  I 
did  the  ‘time  warp’  again!  Night 
after  night,  I got  to  experience 
the  exceptional  show  that  the 
JJC  performers  made. 


The  address  was  hosted  by  the 
JJC  Business  Department  and 
publicly  open  to  JJC  students, 
staff  and  Joliet  community 
members. 

JJC  President  Debra  S.  Daniels 
and  JJC  Business  Department 
chairman  Bill  O’Connor  kicked 
off  the  address  with  a few  words 


"The  Rocky  Horror  Show”  is 
a story  about  a newly  engaged 
couple  who,  after  their  car 
breaks  down,  find  a castle 
occupied  by  some  servants  and 
a mad  scientist  named  Frank  N. 
Furter. 

Once  they  encounter  Furter, 
he  makes  a creation  named 
Rocky. 


before  introducing  the  mayor. 
O'Connor  said  tlw  address 

was  a way  to  engage  students  in 
their  community,  which  served 
as  a vital  part  of  their  education. 

"Mayor  O’Dekirk  is  also  a 
friend  of  the  business  department 
because  he  is  helping  us  und 
working  with  us  and  trying  to 


It  was  such  u great  show; 
especially  the  way  the 
performers  interacted  with  the 
audience.  For  example,  one  part 
had  the  performers  squirting 
water  guns  at  the  crowd.  The 
four  shows  that  I got  to  see  were 
all  great. 

Some  of  the  audience  that 
went  had  never  seen  a live  show 


promote  our  supply  chum  und 
logistics  programs  vvilii  Joliet 
being  the  third  largest  port  in  the 
country,"  O’Connor  suid. 

O'Dekirk’s  address  included 
several  topics  bused  on  Joliet's 
economic  and  judicial  goals,  as 

See  Mayor  Address,  png,  4 


review 


or  the  film,  but  by  the  time  the 
show  was  over,  everyone  was 
talking  about  how  great  it  was 
and  wishing  it  never  ended. 

The  set  display  was  great 
from  the  interior  of  the  castle 
to  the  props  that  were  used.  The 

See  Rocky,  page  11 


‘Rocky  Horror  Show’ 


by  Adam  Tumi  no 


Sports  Editor 

On  Friday,  Feb.  26,  the 
Joliet  Junior  College  women’s 
basketball  team  squared  off 
against  Madison  College  in  the 
Region  IV  Semifinals.  The  Lady 


Wolves  fell  by  a final  score  of 
60-55,  ending  their  2015-16 
season. 

Unfortunately,  a shrinking 
roster  and  injuries  plagued  the 
Lady  Wolves  this  season. 

They  started  the  season  with 
12  players,  and  finished  with 
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only  eight.  One  of  the  season’s 
casualties  was  sophomore  guard 
Naomi  Mayes.  She  was  their 
leading  scorer  when  she  went 
down  in  the  fourth  game  with  a 
season-ending  knee  injury. 

Her  scoring  presence  was 
missed,  but  several  players 


stepped  in  to  fill  her  role. 
Chavon  Banks,  Hilary  Dictahin, 
and  Jamari  McAfee  all  took  over 
her  spot. 

McAfee  had  a solid  season  as 
a freshmen  point  guard  for  the 
Lady  Wolves.  She  led  the  team 
in  minutes  per  game  with  31.7. 
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She  averaged  1 1 points  and  4 
assists  per  game.  Her  100  total 
assists  were  good  for  28lh  in  the 
nation. 

McAfee  had  58  steals  on  the 
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OPINION 


Editorial 


Oscars  should  act  as  motivation 


Every  year,  millions  of  people 
tune  in  to  watch  the  Oscars  for 
their  respective  interests,  like 
seeing  if  their  favorite  film 
from  the  past  year  receives  an 
award  or  if  Leonardo  DiCaprio 
is  finally  awarded  the  honor  he 
truly  deserves. 

But,  as  blatantly  relevant  as  it 
was  this  year,  there  is  something 
more  to  that. 

Entering  this  year’s  Oscars, 
numerous  people  made  news  for 
announcing  that  they  planned 
on  boycotting  the  ceremony  due 
to  its  lack  of  African-American 
representation. 

Host  Chris  Rock’s  opening 
monologue  was,  itself,  a form 
of  point-making  as  he  used 
lines  like  “you  realize  if  they 
nominated  hosts,  I wouldn’t 
get  this  job’  and  “it’s  the  88th 
Academy  Awards  which  means 
this  while  no  black  nominees 
thing  has  happened  at  least  7 1 
other  times.” 

Rock  even  made  it  a point  to 
invite  the  audience  to  enjoy  the 
upcoming  BET  awards. 

The  show  was  tailored  with 
a number  of  black  actors  and 
actresses,  doing  the  honor  of 
handing  the  winners  of  each 
award  their  trophy.  This  was 
definitely  in  relation  to  the 
academy’s  recent  criticism. 

However,  racism  wasn’t 
the  only  social  issue  that  was 
emphasized  that  night. 

When  Leonardo  DiCaprio 
picked  up  the  award  for  best 
actor  in  a leading  role,  he 


went  on  a rant  concerning  the 
effects  of  global  warming  he’s 
experienced  and  advocated  in 
recent  times. 

“Climate  change  is  real,” 
DiCaprio  said.  ‘It  is  happening 
right  now,  it  is  the  most 
urgent  threat  facing  our  entire 
species,  and  we  need  to  work 
collectively  together  and  stop 
procrastinating.” 

When  Alejandro  Gonzdlez 
Ifldrritu,  the  director  of  “The 
Revenant,"  accept  his  award, 
he  threw  attention  back  to  the 
selection  of  race  in  the  Academy 
Awards. 

Ifldrritu  said  the  racial  issues 
associated  with  Hollywood  go 
deeper  than  what  some  would 
suspect. 

He  said  people  should  rid 
themselves  of  racial  bias  and 
make  skin  color  become  as 
irrelevant  as  the  length  of  hair. 

What’s  without  a doubt  is 
the  idea  that  public  figures  who 
stand  side-by-side  with  a certain 
belief  feel  it  is  necessary  to  air 
out  their  stance,  even  when  the 
occasion  may  not  always  call 
for  it. 

Does  an  event  like  the 
Academy  Awards  stand  as  a 
medium  for  speeches,  rants  and 
protests  that  include  a call  for 
action? 

When  6'iven  the  opportunity 
to  stand  in  Front  of  millions  of 
people  watching  at  home,  there 
is  no  better  time  to  express  a 
message  of  personal  importance. 

It  is  known  exactly  what 


award  shows  are  for  and  what’s 
made  them  popular  over  the 
years.  But  what’s  to  say  there 
can’t  be  an  additional  purpose? 

Rock  being  made  the  host, 
along  with  the  numerous  other 
minority  guests,  gave  the  show 
an  obvious  and  blatant  common 
theme. 

Did  having  these  black 
celebrities  featured  in  the  award 
show  take  away  from  the  show 
itself  or  the  meaning  of  the 
awards?  Absolutely  not. 

For  an  analogy,  the  Oscars  is 
like  the  Super  Bowl. 

The  stir  that  Beyonce  created 
for  wearing  an  outfit  that 
resembled  the  attire  of  the  Black 
Panthers  led  some  to  say  they 
would  boycott  her  music  and 
concerts. 

Did  this  effect  the  game  in 
any  way?  Nope.  Broncos  went 
into  halftime  with  the  lead  and 
finished  the  game  off. 

The  point  is  that  when 
someone  feels  passionately  about 
something  they  wish  to  bring 
attention  to,  take  advantage  of  a 
chance  to  air  out  that  stance. 

The  big  stage,  when  basically 
everyone  is  watching,  is  the  best 
place  for  this  too. 

As  a normal  citizen,  meaning 
one  who  hasn’t  been  thrust  into 
the  public  eye,  this  should  be 
motivation  to  speak  for  what  you 
believe  in. 

If  someone  who  has  a 
reputation  and  popularity  to 
worry  about  can  still  risk  it  all 
to  get  a point  across,  why  can’t 


someone  who  essentially  has 
nothing  do  it  too? 

Sure,  we  all  have  a reputation 
to  consider  in  the  great  scheme 
of  things,  but  can  making  a 
statement  that  some  may  not 
agree  with  or  find  important 
really  be  all  that  detrimental? 

The  point  is  if  you  feel 
passionately  about  something 
and  don’t  feel  the  need  to 
represent  that,  then  are  you  really 
doing  anything  to  have  any  sort 
of  effect? 

Internet  trolling  and  pouting 
can  only  go  so  far. 

So,  like  these  celebrities 
that  felt  the  need  to  make  a 
statement  about  issues  that  felt 
were  important  on  the  stage  of 
the  Academy  Awards,  common 
people  should  use  the  same 
concept. 

No,  you  probably  won’t  be 
able  to  run  up  and  interrupt  an 
award  acceptance,  Kanye-style, 
but  you  may  be  able  to  have  a 
heard  voice  and  bring  attention  to 
something  you  think  it  important. 

In  that  case,  what  more  can 
you  ask  of  yourself? 

So,  the  moral  of  the  story  is  to 
be  more  like  DiCaprio,  Rock  and 
Ifidrritu. 

By  this,  it  doesn’t  necessarily 
mean  to  go  out  and  make 
millions  playing  roles  in  the 
production  of  films,  though  that 
wouldn’t  be  too  bad  either,  but 
instead  to  air  out  what’s  on  your 
mind. 

The  only  way  things  get  done 
is  when  people  take  action. 


Question  of  the  Issue: 


What  do  you  think  of  the  addressing  of  serious 
issues  at  the  Academy  Awards? 


John  Ross 

“You  can  always  do  the 
typical,  lI  want  to  thank 
my  mother  and  father,’  but 
in  some  cases  you  only 
get  that  one  opportunity  to 
shine  light  on  something 
that’s  happening  in  the 
world  that  needs  to  be 
addressed.  Chris  Rock 
came  in  and  addressed 
an  issue,  and  made  it 
entertaining.” 


Victoria  Wallace 

“That’s  a good  place  to 
raise  awareness,  due  to 
all  the  viewers.  But  I also 
think  that  there  are  more 
places  to  say  it,  in  a better 
fashion.  It  works  at  the 
Oscars,  but  they  should  try 
it  more  often.” 


Margot  Bernal 

“I  feel  like  that  was  the 
place  for  it.  These  topics 
don’t  come  up  often 
enough.  It  all  opened  up 
everyone’s  eyes.  It  gave 
people  a new  reason  to 
actually  be  worrying  about 
it  whether  it  was  race  or 
global  warming.  It  also 
helps  that  there  are  a lot  of 
people  watching  and  that 
it’s  coming  from  people 
like  them.” 


Arturo  Chavarria 

“I  feel  like  it’s  a good 
thing.  Issues  need  to  be 
brought  up.  They  also 
gave  people  a good  laugh. 
I think  it’s  good  that  they 
let  people  know  what’s 
important  to  them.  It  also 
helps  us  kind  of  relate  to 
them  because  we  can  see 
what  they  think  needs  to  be 
changed.” 
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Emma’s  Issues 


This  Democrat  chooses  a Republican  candidate 


by  Emma  Carter 


Copy  Editor 


Normally,  I would  never  even 
consider  writing  something  like 
this  but  I was  presented  with  an 
intriguing  question: 

If  I was  unable  to  vote  for  a 
Democrat  (it’s  no  secret  that 
my  views  lean  towards  the 
Democratic  side)  and  had  to 
choose  a Republican  candidate  to 
vote  for  who  would  I pick? 

Of  course  I had  no  clue. 
Certainly  not  Trump. 

Then,  I thought  about  all  of 
the  citizens  out  there  who  do 


identify  with  the  Republicans 
for  any  number  of  reasons.  Even 
these  people  must  be  astonished 
at  the  candidates  that  they  need  to 
choose  from. 

I thought  it  was  necessary  to  do 
some  research  and  not  focus  so 
much  on  what  I disagree  with,  but 
things  that  make  sense  for  people 
who  do  agree  with  Republican 
policies. 

Whichever  candidate  holds 
the  best  views  in  relation  to 
the  Republican  Party,  seems 
presidential  and  sane  would  be 
the  one  I would  pick,  again,  only 
if  I had  to. 

So  what  exactly  does  the 
Republican  Party  believe  in? 
Most  believe  in  shrinking 
the  government,  cutting 
taxes,  defending  the  second 
amendment,  rich  keeping  their 
wealth,  securing  the  borders  and 
health  care  is  to  be  decided  by  the 
people  and  their  doctors. 

These  are  just  a few  things. 
Obviously  there  are  more  and 
depending  on  the  candidate,  their 
views  differ. 

I suppose  I should  talk  about 
Donald  Trump  first  just  because 
he  is  the  one  who  gets  all  the 
publicity  and  is  apparently 
wining  the  heart  of  American 
Republicans,  so  there  has  to 
be  some  explanation  as  to  why 


people  vote  Trump. 

Most  people  support  Trump 
basically  because  they  are  sick 
of  our  government.  They  want 
someone  who  is  going  to  light  for 
them  and  protect  us  from  the  rest 
of  the  world  in  order  to  "make 
America  great  again." 

But  what  actual  policies  does 
Trump  stand  for  besides  being 
excellent  at  controlling  the 
media? 

Just  a few  things  that 
stood  out  to  me:  defunding 
planned  parenthood,  cutting 
the  Department  of  Education, 
thinking  climate  change  is  a hoax, 
believing  China  is  our  enemy  and 
wanting  to  negotiate  with  them, 
not  letting  Syrian  Refugees  in, 
shipping  Mexicans  out,  wanting 
to  get  rid  of  SupcrPacs,  and 
believing  in  second  amendment 
rights. 

Okay,  so  when  1 look  at  the 
issues  on  the  Donald  Trump 
website  compared  to  direct  quotes 
the  opinions  change.  Does  Trump 
just  say  whatever  he  thinks  will 
resonate  with  the  American 
people? 

I honestly  do  not  think  that  I 
can  vote  for  someone  who  is  as 
pompous  as  Trump.  I do  not  think 
that  the  next  President  of  the 
United  States  should  be  someone 
who  thinks  it  is  okay  to  make  fun 


of  people,  or  make  a joke  about 
murder. 

Next  up,  Marco  Rubio.  Rubio 
came  in  second  in  Super  Tuesday 
und  is  following  Trump.  Many 
Republicans  do  not  resonate  with 
him  cither. 

Some  issues  that  Rubio 
believes  arc:  reforming  Medicare 
and  Social  Security,  expanding 
production  of  American  made 
energy,  repealing  Obamacure, 
sending  ground  troops  to  defeat 
ISIS,  reducing  the  amount  of 
workers  in  Washington,  secure 
the  border  and  deporting  illegal 
immigrants. 

Next,  fed  Cruz  who  wnnls  to 
rebuild  the  military,  he  defends 
the  second  amendment,  he  has 
plans  to  build  a wall  to  secure 
the  border,  increase  deportation, 
refuse  refugees,  eliminate  the 
IRS  and  6 other  departments  in 
the  Federal  Government  in  order 
to  shrink  it  and  to  introduce  a flat 
tax  plan. 

The  Inst  candidate  to  discuss 
here  is  John  Kasich,  Governor 
from  Ohio,  who  believes  thut 
schooling  should  be  dealt  with  at 
a local  level  but  colleges  should 
be  affordable.  He  wants  to  end 
Obamacarc  and  replace  it  with 
something  else,  cut  taxes,  pay  the 
national  debt.  Interesting  to  note 
that  he  thinks  keeping  immigrant 


families  together  is  important  and 
like  ull  of  the  others  defends  the 
second  amendment. 

Now  that  1 am  a little  more 
aware  of  exactly  what  the 
candidates  stand  for,  these  are 
just  a few  things  that  stood 
out  to  me,  I can  make  a clear 
conscious  decision  about  which 
one  1 believe  would  make  the  best 
President. 

I personally  would  nitlier  not 
have  a president  who  is  willing 
to  debate  over  issues  that  do  not 
actually  matter  to  the  American 
people.  I would  also  like  someone 
in  power  who  has  experience  in 
politics. 

I really  don’t  with  Rubio 
especially  because  he  seems  to 
be  a very  big  instigator  to  Trump 
and  his  views  seem  a bit  extreme 
for  me. 

In  conclusion,  if  I absolutely 
had  to  choose  a candidate  I 
would  pick  John  Kasich  because 
his  views  are  definitely  in  line 
with  Republicans  yet  he  seems 
reasonable  and  has  experience. 

I think  this  cundidulc  realizes 
that  things  like  deporting  all 
illegal  immigrants  would  be 
ridiculous.  I think  that  he  would 
be  able  to  get  things  passed  as 
President  because  he  is  not  too 
extreme  with  his  views. 
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well  as  fixes  and  improvements 
that  would  likely  occur  later  this 
year. 

The  mayor’s  first  notable  point 
of  the  speech,  as  far  as  economics, 
took  on  the  dwindling-riverboat 
casino  money  that  Joliet  collects, 
which  has  been  split  in  the  past 
couple  of  years. 

“About  10  years  ago,  Joliet  hit 
a high  $38  million  we  received  in 
one  year  from  riverboat  revenue,” 
O’Dckirk  said.  “In  2015,  Joliet 
received  $18  million," 

O’Dekirk  later  said  one  of  the 
positives  from  these  years  of 
riverboat  and  economic  boom  is 
that  Joliet  has  very  low  debt  when 
compared  to  other  communities 
in  Illinois. 

He  said  other  economic 
developments  involved  several 
non-disclosure  agreement 

projects  that  will  be  announced  to 
Joliet  sometime  next  year. 

O’Dekirk  also  said  the  growing 
economy  of  Joliet  will  also  be 
attributed  to  the  growing  job 
market.  Businesses  looking 
to  come  to  Joliet  will  gain  tax 
incentives  for  employing  Joliet 
residents. 

Pulling  from  10  years  of 
experience  as  a Joliet  Police 
Officer,  O’Dekirk  had  several 
ideas  and  plans  for  the  judicial 
department. 

“There’s  a big  push  coming 
from  my  office,"  O’Dekirk  said. 
"With  my  city  attorney  Martin 
Shanahan  to  wrap-up  the  local 
prosecution  of  petty  offenses  or 
misdemeanors  offenses.” 

He  said  the  concept  is  not  new, 
considering  many  areas  around 
Joliet  have  done  much  of  the 
same.  It  is  seen  as  another  way  of 
gaining  extra  money  for  the  city. 

The  implementation  of  beat 
officers  in  downtown  Joliet  last 
year  would  also  return  later  in  the 
spring,  according  to  O’Dekirk. 

After  the  address,  the  mayor 
took  the  rest  of  the  time  to  answer 
questions  from  the  audience. 

When  asked  about  the 
Springfield  stalemate,  O’Dekirk 
said  it  was  an  ongoing  discussion 
between  legislatures. 

When  asked  about  Joliet’s 
east-side  districts,  O’Dekirk  said 
if  any  changes  or  shifts  in  the 
districts  occur,  there  will  likely  be 
a city-wide  referendum. 

One  of  the  few  questions  asked 
was  whether  any  proposals  or 
plans  to  improve  mental  health 
facilities  in  the  Joliet  area  have 
been  brought  up. 

O'Dekirk  said  because  of  the 


major  cuts  the  state  has  made,  he 
sees  no  big  changes  in  the  near 
future. 

He  was  also  asked  if  any 
agreement  or  plans  have  been 
made  on  the  purchased  property 
of  Evergreen  Terrace  last  year. 
O’Dekirk  chuckled  before  he  said 
“nothing.” 

“I  presented  six  different 
plans  to  the  council,  none  of 
them  were  very  good,”  O’Dekirk 
said.  “Hopefully  next  year  it  will 
become  a little  bit  more  clear.” 

O’Connor  was  later 
interviewed  with  further  details 
of  how  the  idea  of  the  event  was 
brought  about. 

“There  was  a story  on  the 
Herald  news  about  how  he  had 
given  a state  of  the  city  address,” 
O’Connor  said.  “But  he  had 
given  it  at  the  country  club  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  it 
was  $50  a piece  to  go.” 

From  this  previous  State  of  the 
City  address,  O’Connor  said  he 
wondered  why  public  speakers, 
leaders  and  officials  of  the  state 
were  not  invited  to  JJC  to  talk 
about  issues.  This  idea  then  led 
JJC  to  invite  the  mayor  to  the 
college  and  make  it  open  to 
students  and  faculty. 

O’Connor  said  teachers  were 
told  to  encourage  students  to 
attend  as  a way  of  involving  them 
in  their  community. 

“What  1 want  Joliet  Junior 
College  to  be  is  a forum  for  public 
debates  and  issues,”  O’Connor 
said. 

The  benefits  to  both  the  college 
and  the  city  were  also  present 
with  the  address  O’Connor  said. 

Over  200  people  attended 
the  address  at  JJC,  according  to 
O'Connor. 

O’Connor  said  plans  for  a 
future  address  are  underway 
but  he  hopes  to  bring  out  other 
issues  at  a future  address  that  had 
not  been  discussed  in  full  detail, 
such  as  the  Criminal  Justice 
Department  and  what  can  be  done 
to  decrease  crime  in  the  city. 

O'Connor  said  he  hopes  for 
this  to  be  a yearly  address  that 
could  be  done  at  JJC  and  sees 
it  as  a start  of  bringing  more 
public  leaders  and  officials  to  the 
campus. 

“I  would  like  this  [JJC]  to 
be  the  public  forum  where  the 
community  can  hear  from  their 
leaders,  governors  and  mayors,” 
O’Connor  said.  “So  they  can 
hear  what's  going  on  in  the 
community,  because  where  else 
can  they  do  it?" 
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and  resources,’”  said  Golden. 

Golden  said  that  much  of 
the  purpose  of  the  program  is 
to  ensure  that  students  that  are 
qualified  and  interested  with 
academic  rigor  in  their  general 
education. 

The  second  goal  of  the 
program,  is  to  provide  them  with 
academic  advising  and  guidance 
to  move  on  to  the  next  stage. 

The  third  goal  of  the  program 
also  hopes  to  provide  students 
with  a way  of  socially  networking 
with  other  like-minded  students 
to  reach  that  next  level,  according 
to  Golden. 

Aguilar  made  a point  to 
mention  that  it  is  also  about 
keeping  up  academic  wise  with 
other  reputable  institutions. 

“Most  colleges  have  an  honor 
program  for  students  who  want 
to  do  advanced  or  in  depth  kind 
of  course  work,”  said  Aguilar. 
“They  want  their  academics  to  be 
at  a higher  level.” 

She  says  that  if  a student  had 
to  start  at  a community  college 
instead  of  their  intended  school, 
probably  due  to  pricing,  they 
might  be  concerned  with  keeping 
up. 

“You  still  want  to  be  on  par 
with  the  people  that  you  will  be 
entering  prestigious  university 
with  as  a junior,”  Aguilar  said. 
“And  so  you  want  to  replicate 
the  rigor  of  the  four-year  school 
within  the  context  of  community 
college.” 

Golden  said  that  members 
of  the  program  are  also  given 
opportunities  to  attend  field 
trips  to  museums,  professional 
theatre  performances  and  musical 
performances. 

“It’s  an  important  part  of 
building  the  ‘cultural  capital’ they 
need  to  succeed  in  the  next  level,” 
said  Golden. 


There  are  requirements  that 
can  be  met  in  order  to  become  a 
member  of  the  program.  Some 
of  those  requirements  include 
having  a 3.5  GPA,  an  ACT  score 
of  25  or  higher,  or  being  on  the  top 
15  percent  of  one’s  high  school 
graduating  class,  according  to 
Aguilar. 

“That  GPA  can  either  be  from 
high  school  or  from  JJC,"  said 
Golden. 

Golden  also  said  that  students 
who  did  not  have  a great  time  in 
high  school,  but  are  very  serious 
in  their  education  when  attending 
JJC,  can  be  given  a chance  to  be 
fully  part  of  the  program. 

“If  they’re  scoring  very  well  in 
English,”  said  Golden,  “we  see 
them  as  having  potential  and  will 
begin  working  them  and  let  them 
take  a single  honors  course  their 
first  semester.” 

Aguilar  said  that  students 
are  encouraged  to  be  part  of  the 
program  as  soon  as  possible  in 
their  academic  career  because  of 
the  time  that  most  of  the  general 
education  classes  at  JJC  take. 
That  will  make  it 
difficult  to  get  into 
the  15  hours  of 
honors  curriculum 
classes  given  in 
the  program. 

Other  benefits 
for  members 
who  complete 
the  Honors 

Program  include 
having  honors 
classes  on  student 
transcripts, 
having  classes 
with  a much 
smaller  student- 
count  and  having 
pre-registration 
privileges  for 


according  to  Golden. 

Golden  said  pre-registration 
privileges  are  especially 
important  for  students  majoring 
as  engineers  in  order  to  get  them 
through  required  classes  quickly. 

“Students  tell  us  that  the  biggest 
perk  of  the  program  is  actually 
having  consistent  advising  from 
someone  that  works  from  the  day 
they  arrive  at  JJC  to  the  time  when 
they  graduate."  said  Golden. 

Aguilar  said  many  universities 
and  schools  have  similar 
programs  that  achieve  the  same 
goals  as  the  Honors  Programs. 

“We  will  always  need  an 
Honors  Program  as  long  as  we 
have  smart  people  coming  to  JJC, 
and  we  will  always  have  smart 
people  coming  to  JJC,"  said 
Aguilar. 

Students  can  find  more 
information  on  the  Honors 
Program  at  jjc.edu/honors.  Its 
office  can  also  be  contacted  at 
honors@jjc.edu  or  via  phone 
at  815-280-2643.  The  Honors 
Program  office  is  located  at 
C-2002. 


Photo  by  Jarek  Martinez 


necessary  classes.  Students  socialize  In  the  Honors  Department. 
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Intimidation 

JJC  police  received  a report 
on  Feb.  1 about  an  attempt  at 
blackmailing. 

Anthony  M.  Harmun,  24,  was 
arrested  und  charged  with  one 
count  of  intimidation  1 count 
of  driving  on  n suspended  and 
revoked  license  and  I count  of 
operating  an  uninsured  motor 
vehicle. 

JJC  campus  police  advises 
cuution  when  meeting  people 
online. 

Harman’s  court  date  is  March 


1 0,  at  the  Will  County  Courthouse, 
room  305  ut  1:30  pm. 

Student  attacked 

Putrick  F.  Harvey,  22,  was 
charged  und  arrested  for  buttery 
following  an  incident  in  the  JJC 
cafeteria  uround  noon  on  Feb.  18. 

According  to  police,  Harvey, 
put  another  male  student 
a chokehold  offer  during  u 
altercation. 

He  has  u court  date  of  Marc 
10  at  1:30  and  was  released 
$1500  cash  bond. 


Hey,  you.  Yeah,  I’m 
talkin’  to  you. 
Write  for  the  Blazer! 
blazermail@jjc.edu 
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POTENTIAL 
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> Benedictine  University 


EARN  A RESPECTED  DEGREE  FROM 
A SCHOOL  THAT  PUTS  YOU  FIRST. 

» Friendly,  quick  admissions  staff 
» Financial  aid  assistance 
» Personalized  academic  advising 
» Career  planning  and  preparation 

TRANSFERRING  IS  EASY.  APPLY  TODAY. 
Fall  class  registration  opens  April  4. 

Schedule  a personalized  visit  today  at  ben.edu/visit. 
Not  ready  to  transfer,  but  want  to  plan  for  it?  Contact  us. 


(630)  829-6300 
admissions@ben.edu 
ben.edu/JJC 


YOUR  POTENTIAL 


To  RSVP  for  the  open  house,  go 
to  www.elmhurst.edu/joliet 


0 

Elmhurst 

College 


YOU  BELONG  HERE 

Elmhurst  College  welcomes  more  than  300  transfer  students  every 
year.  We  know  what  transfer  students  want  and  need— and  we’re 
committed  to  your  success.  We'll  help  you  identify  your  goals,  discover 
your  world  and  reach  your  potential. 

A TOP  10  COLLEGE 

Elmhurst  is  one  of  the  top  10  colleges  in  the  Midwest,  according  to  U.S. 
News  & World  Report.  We're  a great  value,  too.  Money  and  Forbes 
magazines  rank  Elmhurst  among  top  colleges  for  your  money.  Plus  all 
transfer  students  receive  scholarship  support. 

AN  EASY  COMMUTE 

Our  campus  is  close  to  several  major  highways,  and  a few  blocks  away 
from  the  Elmhurst  Metra  station. 

A SMOOTH  TRANSITION 

We'll  offer  you  credit  for  work  you've  already  done.  We  can  even 
evaluate  your  credits  before  you  apply. 

FAST-TRACK  OPTIONS 

Finish  your  degree  on  the  fast  track!  Accelerated  programs  in  business 
administration,  information  technology  and  psychology  help  you  reach 
your  goals  in  less  time. 

LEARN  MORE 

Get  started  on  your  future  by  contacting  us  today! 


Office  of  Admission  (630)  617-3400 

190  Prospect  Avenue  admit@elmhurst.edu 

Elmhurst,  Illinois  60126  www.elmhurst.edu/joliet 


SPRING 

OPEN  HOUSE 

April  16, 2016 
830-1130  a.m. 

Lewis  University  Main  Campus 
St  Charles  Borromeo  Center 
101  Airport  Road 
Romeovllle,  IL  60446 
Space  is  limited! 

Register  by  April  14. 


Lewis  * 

University/ 


Our  Spring  Open  House 
is  the  perfect  opportunity 
for  you  to  learn  more  about 
Lewis'  nationally  recognized 
programs  for  adults.  We 
make  returning  to  school 
easy  so  you  can  take  the  next 
step  in  your  career. 


Register  today  at  le wisu.  edu/youcando this 


Attendees  will  receive: 

• Free  continental  breakfast 

• Your  $40  application 
fee  waived 

• Free  Lewis  University 
notebook  and  pen 

Leam  about  new 
programs  and  online 
format  offerings! 

Lewis 

UNIVERSnY*l 


Attend  focused 

breakout  sessions 

• Aligning  Career  Goals 
with  Educational  Goals 

• Transfer/Adult  Undergraduate 
Degree  Programs 

• Financial  Aid  Options 

• Maximizing  your  VA  Benefits 

• Online  Learning: 

Facts  and  Myths 

• It's  All  About  the  Data! 

• Is  an  MBA  Still  Relevant? 

• Returning  to  School 
as  an  Adult 


Unable  to  attend?  Contact  us  at  (815)  836-5610 

grad@lewlsu.edu  to  schedule  an  appointment. 


Adult  Undergraduate  and  Graduate  Programs 

GOING  BACK 
TO  SCHOOL:101 


IF  YOU  WANT  A CAREER,  NOT  JUST  A DEGREE 
YOU’RE  OUR  KIND  OF  DIFFERENT. 


Not  all  college  students  are  the  same.  But  all 
our  students  want  to  graduate  ready  for  a great 
career,  so  we  approach  education  differently. 
We  develop  courses  with  input  from  leading 
companies;  provide  flexibility  to  take  courses 
on  campus,  online  or  both;  and  give  you  the 
care  and  attention  you  deserve  - all  to  help  you 
achieve  your  educational  goals  and  make  you 
confident  going  into  your  career. 


Devry.edu/Chicagoland 

708.342.3100 


DeVry  / 
University 

ON  PURPOSE 


Tinley  Park  Campus 

18624  West  Creek  Drive 


ENTERTAINMENT 

Street  Fighter  5 is  good  but  incomplete 


BY  JAREK  MARTINEZ 

Copy  Editor 

“Street  Fighter  5”  is  a game 
that  is  difficult  to  recommend 
to  hardcore  fans  of  the  series 
because  the  game  feels  a bit 
incomplete. 

Much  of  the  game  starts  on 
the  right  foot  by  establishing  a 
tutorial  on  basic  game  mechanics, 
but  much  of  the  player’s  training 
will  likely  have  to  be  done  by 
looking  up  videos  on  the  internet 
to  learn  from  pros  since  the  stand- 
alone training  mode  will  only 
help  hone  skills 

With  about  14  fighters  to 
choose  from,  fans  might  be  a bit 
disappointed  at  the  starting  roster. 
A few  favorites  were  cut  out,  but 
a few  newcomers  brought  new 
gameplay  tactics.  The  problem 
with  this  is  that  the  malicious 
intent  of  how  new  characters  will 
be  added  is  already  predictable. 

In-game  currency  is  gained 
via  playing  matches  within  the 
game,  and  the  option  of  micro- 
transactions is  already  readily 
available.  So,  with  new  characters 
to  be  a regular  update,  it  is  clear 
that  real-money  can  and  will  be 
involved  in  this  title. 

Updates  and  new  features  to 
expand  the  game  can  be  a good 
idea,  but  what  is  the  point  of 
paying  $60  dollars  now? 

There  is  also  an  online  battle 
lounge  that  lets  players  play  in 
groups,  but  there  are  current 
problems  with  the  servers.  They 
are  inconsistent  and  really  hurt 


the  game’s  gameplay  which  leads 
to  one-sided  lag  fights  that  could 
taint  one  player’s  precious  record. 

Other  than  that,  there  is  no 
variety  or  party-mode  game 
options  or  tournament  modes. 

The  online  multiplayer  only 
has  a casual  mode  and  ranked 
mode.  Ranked  mode  has  players 
competing  for  leaderboard 
recognition  and  receiving  medals 
that  show  off  their  status.  This 
fact  makes  this  title  strictly 
competitive  to  please  fans,  but 
why  not  add  a few  more  features 
for  casual  players  or  in  case  of 
boredom  with  the  competitive 
fans? 

On  another  note,  considering 
this  games  history  and  distribution 
is  as  frequent  as  Madden  games, 
it  is  only  a matter  of  time  until 
the  ‘turbo  HD  remix’  comes  out 
that  will  have  players  fork  over 
another  $40  to  $60. 

There  is  not  enough  in  this  title 
to  help  casual  players  get  better 
without  extreme  time  investments 
and  hardcore  players  will  only 
have  multiplayer  to  look  up  to 
because  there  is  nothing  else  to  do 
except  throw  cash  at  the  company 
to  pay  for  more  characters. 

“Street  Fighter  5”  just  seems 
to  target  players  who  have  played 
many  of  the  past  few  games 
with  similar  preferences  to  suit 
their  needs.  Even  with  reaching 
its  target  audience,  the  game 
definitely  relies  too  much  on  its 
fan  base 

Another  unfortunate  reality 
is  that  “Street  Fighter  5”  has  the 
worst  story  mode  for  a fighting 


game,  ever.  It  takes  an  hour  at 
most  to  finish  with  each  character 
getting  three  fights,  a few  cut- 
scenes  and  almost  no  incentives 
for  playing  them. 

Of  course,  the  sad-excuse  for 
a story  mode  has  already  been 
addressed  by  the  developers,  who 
have  announced  they  will  expand 
the  mode  later  this  year.  Another 
idea  that  will  have  some  kind  of 
money  involved. 

Although  the  game  has  many 
flaws,  there  are  a few  components 


of  this  title  that  make  it  as  fun  and 
competitive  as  previous  “Street 
Fighter”  games. 

Combo  set-ups  and  attacks 
seem  to  be  easier  to  pull  off, 
but  reversals,  counters  and  other 
mechanics  still  take  time  to 
master.  This  game  also  seems  to 
be  a little  more  slow  paced  this 
time  around,  which  gives  strategic 
players  more  advantages. 

Many  of  the  fighting  mechanics 
are  still  very  smooth  and 
unchanged  and  each  character 


now  has  new,  unique  special 
abilities.  This  adds  another 
layer  of  mechanics  to  an  already 
difficult  learning  curve. 

“Street  Fighter  5”  is  a game 
that  will  not  necessarily  run  thin 
for  competitive  players  or  maybe 
for  those  who  enjoy  couch  games. 
However,  much  of  the  game  feels 
slight  and  unfinished,  which 
forces  most  players  to  invest  more 
time  and  money  than  having  fun. 


Courtesy  of  eti.wikipedi 


Rocky 


from  page  1 


costume  designer,  Anna  Maria 
Lustofin,  took  the  time  to  answer 
some  questions  about  what 
inspired  the  costumes. 

“1  did  want  to  take  from  ‘The 
Rocky  Horror  Picture  Show’ 
film  because  it’s  popular  from 
other  versions  of  Rocky  to  get  a 
theatre  feel  and  to  go  with  a sexy 
punk  style,”  Lustofin  said,  “but 
at  the  same  time,  have  the  actors 
be  comfortable  and  be  able  to 
move.” 

She  was  very  enthusiastic 
about  the  show  and  even  got 
to  join  in  on  the  fun  at  the  very 
end,  where  the  performers  were 
dancing,  singing  and  getting  the 


audience  involved  as  well. 

Talking  to  some  of  the  actors 
before  the  show  was  a great  way 
to  actually  get  to  know  their 
mindsets  for  their  characters 
before  they  took  the  stage. 

“The  toughest  part  would  be 
trying  to  capture  his  mannerisms," 
Jordan  Willner,  who  played  Riff 
Raff,  said.  “He  is  such  an  iconic 
character  that  you  want  to  try  to 
pay  homage  with  his  movement 
and  at  the  same  time  try  to  create 
your  own  interpretation  of  the 
character." 

“The  toughest  part  of  my 
character  is  to  be  sexy  in  act  two,” 
Glen  Soper,  who  played  Brad, 
said.  “It  is  hard  to  be  detached  and 


it’s  hard  not  to  sing  along  with  the 
some  of  the  songs  because  I an 
not  a part  of  them.” 

“I  really  try  to  embody  the 
spirit  of  Eddie;  almost  dead  bu 
still  kicking,”  Tyler  Rodgers 
who  played  Eddie/Transylvanian 
said. 

After  all  was  said  and  done 
“The  Rocky  Horror  Show”  cas 
always  seemed  like  a big  family 
1 wish  the  show  had  never  corrn 
to  an  end,  and  I hope  that  one  da) 
we  all  get  to  do  the  ‘time  warp 
again! 

In  the  meantime,  there  is 
another  play  coming  soon  at  th« 
JJC  black  box  theater:  “6  Rooms 
River  View." 


Cast  members  of  JJC’s  Rocky  Horror  Show  perform  during  one  of  their  shows  In  JJC’s  theatre. 


Photo  by  Clay  KirkLsnJ 


Be  Well  Prepared. 

FULL- AND  PART-TIME 
TRANSFER  PROGRAMS  IN: 


INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY  & MANAGEMENT 


INDUSTRIAL  TECHNOLOGY  & MANAGEMENT 


TRANSFER  SCHOLARSHIPS  AVAILABLE  FOR  JJC  STUDENTS 

WHEATON  • CHICAGO  • ONLINE 


IIT  School  of 

Applied  Technology  1 ' appliedtech.iit.edu 

ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY  630.682.6000 


Entertainment  9 


Oscars  do  well  despite  controversy 


The  Walking  Dead 


By  Adam  Tumi  no 

Sports  Editor 

The  88th  Academy  Awards 
have  come  and  gone,  but  not 
without  their  share  of  controversy. 
As  most  people  have  heard,  the 
Oscars  were  marred  by  the  lack 
of  black  nominees.  This  problem 
could  have  spoiled  the  telecast, 
but  actually  added  an  element 
that  made  it  more  captivating. 

With  race  relations  front  and 
center,  there  were  obviously 
some  controversial  moments. 
However,  the  sensitive  subject 
matter  was  maneuvered  nimbly 
by  host  Chris  Rock  and  the 
writers. 

They  managed  to  put  a 
spin  on  the  problem  that 
made  it  funny,  but  also 
made  its  message  very 
clear.  Starting  with  the 
opening  monologue. 

Rock  set  a tone  that  was 
not  just  hysterical,  but 
very  sensitive  and  poignant. 

There  were  many  excellent 
moments  throughout  the 
night.  After  the  monologue, 
a particularly  funny  sketch 
ran  that  featured  black  actors 
that  were  “cast”  in  some  of  the 
predominantly  white  roles. 

Whoopi  Goldberg 
featured  in  a spoof  of  “Joy.” 
Leslie  Jones  of  “Saturday 
Night  Live,”  who  stands 
feet  tall,  appeared 
as  the  bear  that 
mauls  Leonardo 
DiCaprio  in  “The 
Revenant”- 
she  was  upset 
that  he  never 
called  her  back 
for  an  audition. 

Comedian  Tracy  Morgan 
delivered  an  outstanding 
performance  as  “The  Danish 
Girl,”  saying  “these  danishes 
is  good,  girl!”  while  donning  a 
dress  and  high  heels. 

The  writers  continued  to 


poke  fun  at  the  lack  of  diversity 
throughout  the  show.  In  the 
“Black  History  Month  Minute,” 
Angela  Basset  made  a long 
introduction  for  an  inspirational 
black  performer,  who  turned  out 
to  be  none  other  than  Jack  Black. 

It  was  refreshing  that  the 
Oscars  were  so  willing  to 
make  fun  of  themselves.  Many 
of  the  presenters  and  other 
featured  performers  made  harsh 
statements,  pointed  both  at 
Hollywood  culture  and  at  the 
Academy. 

There  were  also  some  very 
emotional  moments  that  stood 
apart  from  the  rest  of  the 
show.  Comedian  Kevin 
Hart  gave  a heartfelt 
speech  about  the  racial 
issues  in  Hollywood. 
He  said,  ‘These 
problems  of  today 
will  eventually 
become  problems  of 
the  old.” 

Lady  Gaga  gave  a 
stirring  performance 
of  her  Oscar  nominated 
song  “Till  It  Happens 
to  You.”  The  song 
was  featured  in  the 
documentary  “The 
Hunting  Ground,"  which 
tackles  the  issue  of 
rape  crimes  on  college 
campuses. 

Being  a survivor  of 
sexual  assault  herself. 
Gaga  was  joined  on 
stage  by  many 
fellow  survivors. 
This  moment 
made  the 
short  list 
of  most 
o v i n g 
moments  of 

the  night. 

Unfortunately,  not  all  the 
moments  were  good.  Several 
strange  appearances  left  viewers 
confused.  Actress  and  Fox  News 
personality  Stacey  Dash  rubbed 
many  people  the  wrong  way 


earlier  this  year  when  she  spoke 
out  against  Black  History  Month 
and  BET. 

She  made  a surprise  appearance 
in  which  she  wished  the  audience 
a happy  Black  History'  Month  and 
then  quickly  left.  Her  presence 
left  audiences  confused  and 
wondering  what  the  point  was. 

Another  large  mistake 
originally  flew  under  the  radar, 
but  soon  after  made  the  rounds  on 
the  internet. 

Actor  Abe  Vigoda  was  left  out 
of  the  famous  “In  Memoriam" 
segment.  Vigoda  passed  away 
last  month  at  the  age  of  94 
after  a career  that  spanned  65 
years.  Though  mostly  known 
for  television  roles,  he  appeared 
in  several  high-profile  movies, 
including  “The  Godfather.” 

But  throughout  all  the  ups  and 
downs  one  star  shone  brighter 
than  the  rest,  Chris  Rock.  He 
made  the  absolute  best  of  a 
possibly  bad  situation.  He  muy 
have  ruffled  some  feathers,  but 
ultimately  said  what  needed  to  be 
said. 

He  tackled  the  social  and  racial 
issues  surrounding  the  event  with 
passion  and  humor.  He  made  a 
fool  of  the  people  responsible  for 
these  issues,  but  also  gave  credit 
where  it  was  due. 

Rock’s  comedic  talents  were 
put  to  good  use.  He  interviewed 
black  moviegoers  at  a theater  in 
Compton,  asking  them  about  the 
nominated  films,  most  of  which 
they  thought  were  made  up. 

He  also  welcomed  his 
daughters’  Girl  Scout  troop  to  the 
stage,  who  then  proceeded  to  sell 
over  $65,000  worth  of  cookies 
to  the  stars  in  attendance.  By 
the  end  of  the  night.  Rock  had 
further  cemented  his  legacy  as  a 
transcendent  comedic  talent. 

Overall,  the  88*11  Academy 
Awards,  or  as  Rock  called 
them,  “the  white  people’s 
choice  awards.”  were  both  an 
entertaining  and  important  event. 

Photo  courtesy  of  cijtunos.com 


Season  6 might  be 
the  most  intense  yet 


that  I believe  it  lost  last  season, 
and  really  pulls  out  all  the  stops 
for  some  shocking  moments 
that’s  bound  to  leave  your  mouth 
open. 

If  you’re  a fan  of  the  comics, 
prepare  for  one  episode  in 
purticulur  that  practically  goes 
completely  by  the  book  and  - 
no  surprise  - it’s  being  hailed  as 
perhaps  the  best  episode  in  the 
series. 

The  group  undergoes  incredible 
changes,  ones  that  are  impactful 
enough  to  keep  your  eyes  glued  to 
the  screen  every  minute. 

Cast  members  huve  been 
interviewed  about  the  coming 
finale  and  Andrew  Lincoln  said 
the  episode  is  the  “darkest  one 
yet.” 

Considering  the  show  has 
had  amputations,  child  deaths, 
decapitations  and  more  dark 
matter,  you’ve  got  to  wonder  how 
dark  the  finule  is. 

But  you  have  to  get  caught  up, 
if  you're  not  ulrendy! 


shrinks  simultaneously;  it  udds 
new  members  and  tukes  away 
others  in  a solid  pace  that  the 
show  is  known  for. 

It  seems  like  u lot  of  people 
on  the  show  are  learning 
about  the  world  they  live  in. 

As  crazy  as  that  statement 
sounds,  a bunch  of  characters 
have  ulwuys  tried  to  convince 
themselves  that  there  is  still 
humanity  and  that  there’s  no 
need  ever  to  really  kill. 

But,  as  a world  filled  with 
zombies  lends  to  do,  their 
minds  changed  quickly.  One 
key  thing  I really  admire  in  this 
season  is  the  clear  struggle  to 
hold  onto  the  idea  of  humanity 
but  realizing  that  there’s  not 
much  room  for  it. 

Also,  the  show  has  returned 
to  being  more  gory,  something  Courtesy  of  AMC.com 


BY  SHANIELLE  FULTON 


Co-Editor 


It’s  been  nearly  six  years 
since  AMC's  The  Walking  Dead 
premiered  and  just  like  a good 
marriage,  the  spark  is  still  there. 

Season  six  is  underway  and 
coming  to  a close  soon,  so  time 
is  running  out  to  cutch  up  on 
episodes  before  the  finule  airs. 

I'm  going  to  act  like  a 
shameless  QVC  employee  and 
give  a quick,  non-spoiler  loaded 
recap  to  sell  you  on  bothering  to 
watch. 

Rick  Grimes;  he’s  a reason 
on  his  own.  Andrew  Lincoln 
continues  to  improve  as  an 
incredible  actor  as  Rick  continues 
to  be  the  best  group  leader  ever. 

He’s  lost  his  marbles,  yes  we 
all  know  that,  und  that’s  why  he 
is  so  fun  to  wutch  ns  he  viciously 
tears  through  walkers,  and  people, 
to  protect  his  family  und  friends. 

The  group  grows  und 
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Transfer  Thursdays  — 
Instant  Admission 


Tour  the  campus  and  new  residence  hall 
Meet  with  an  admission  counselor 
and  financial  aid  advisor 
Bring  your  official  transcript  and 
begin  your  future! 


www.govst.edu/transferthursday  or  708.534.4490 


n 


1 University  Parkway,  University  Park,  IL  60484 
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10  Sports 


Adam’s  Hot  Corner 


Professional  athlete  finally  held  accountable 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 


Sports  Editor 

This  is  not  an  episode  of  The 
Twilight  Zone.  Believe  it  or  not, 
a major  sports  league  has  held 
an  athlete  accountable  for  their 
actions!  It  seems  we  now  live  in  a 
world  where  poor  decisions  may 
actually  lead  to  consequences. 
What  a strange  world  this  is. 

New  York  Yankees  closer 
Aroldis  Chapman  was  handed 
a 30-game  suspension  by  the 
MLB  commissioner’s  office. 
The  suspension  was  the  result  of 
Chapman’s  actions  on  Oct.  30, 
2015. 

On  the  night  in  question, 
the  Cuban-born  flame  thrower 


allegedly  shoved  and  choked  his 
girlfriend,  and  then  fired  eight 
rounds  from  a handgun  into  the 
wall  of  the  garage  of  his  Miami 
home.  He  denies  to  this  day  that 
he  harmed  his  girlfriend,  but  did 
admit  to  firing  the  weapon. 

That  was  apparently  everything 
Commissioner  Rob  Manfred 
needed  to  know.  He  exercised 
his  new  powers  under  the  joint 
agreement  on  domestic  violence 
to  hand  down  the  suspension. 
It  was  the  first  test  for  Manfred 
under  the  new  policy,  and  he  aced 
it. 

Anyone  who  follows 
the  NFL  knows  about  their 
shortcomings  when  disciplining 
alleged  domestic  abusers.  NFL 
Commissioner  Roger  Goodell 
has  frequently  allowed  players 
with  domestic  abuse  in  their  pasts 
to  continue  playing. 

Goodell  simply  reads  the 
situation,  and  does  not  take  action 
until  he  absolutely  must.  He 
never  took  action  in  the  Ray  Rice 
situation,  until  a video  was  made 
public  showing  Rice  knocking 
his  franco  unconscious. 

He  obviously  does  not  care 
about  the  issue  of  domestic 
violence.  If  he  did,  he  would  have 
handed  out  suspensions  much 


sooner. 

The  Greg  Hardy  situation  also 
hurt  Goodell’s  reputation.  After 
Hardy  brutally  beat  a woman, 
he  was  allowed  to  sign  a large 
contract  with  the  Dallas  Cowboys. 
Hardy  was  suspended,  however, 
but  had  it  reduced  through  an 
appeal. 

Luckily,  Manfred  was 
determined  to  not  let  this  happen 
to  him.  Even  though  Chapman  is 
not  facing  any  charges,  and  there 
has  not  been  any  legal  action 
taken,  Manfred  made  the  decision. 

He  made  sure  that  Chapman 
was  held  responsible  for  his  poor 
choices.  He  didn’t  ignore  the  case 
even  though  there  were  no  legal 
ramifications.  He  believed  he  had 
enough  information,  and  decided 
to  flex  his  muscles. 

Manfred  released  a statement 
after  the  suspension  was 
announced.  He  made  his  reasoning 
clear,  and  pulled  no  punches. 

Manfred  said  that  though 
Chapman  never  admitted  to 
harming  his  girlfriend,  he  did 
admit  to  firing  the  gun.  Many 
people  would  focus  on  the  gun, 
and  ignore  the  domestic  part, 
which  has  less  evidence. 

Manfred  took  a major  stand  by 
considering  the  affect  the  firing 
of  the  gun  had  on  the  girlfriend. 


She  likely  was  able  to  hear  the 
shots,  and  was  likely  frightened 
by  them. 

Manfred  considered  this 
to  be  a part  of  the  domestic 
violence  policy.  This  is  huge. 
That  Manfred  is  willing  to  act 
quickly  and  decisively  without 
an  overwhelming  amount  of 
evidence  of  domestic  violence  is 
truly  remarkable. 

It  shouldn’t  be  remarkable 
when  someone  does  the  right 
thing,  but  in  sports,  that  is 
pretty  rare.  Manfred  considered 
all  possibilities,  and  laid  down 
the  law,  even  without  legal 
precedent. 

While  Manfred  should  be 
applauded  for  his  actions, 
Chapman  and  the  MLB  Players’ 
Association  (MLBPA)  also  came 
out  of  this  situation  looking 
pretty  good. 

Chapman  issued  an  apology 
after  the  suspension  was 
announced. 

“I  want  to  be  clear,  I did  not 
in  any  way  harm  my  girlfriend 
that  evening,”  said  Chapman. 
“However,  I should  have 
exercised  better  judgment  with 
respect  to  my  actions,  and  for 
that  I am  sorry.” 

He  also  announced  that  he 
would  be  forgoing  his  right  to 


appeal  the  suspension. 

An  appeal  process  is  long 
and  arduous,  and  no  one  really 
benefits  from  them. 

Chapman’s  decision  to  accept 
his  suspension  reflects  positively 
on  his  maturity  and  character. 
It  is  possible  he  is  just  trying  to 
save  face,  but  I believe  that  he  is 
truly  accepting  responsibility. 

The  Players’  Association 
also  made  a good  decision  by 
condemning  Chapman’s  actions, 
and  not  attempting  to  set  up  an 
appeal.  Usually,  players’  unions 
try  to  get  the  player  exonerated, 
but  the  MLBPA  set  a good 
example  that  domestic  violence 
will  not  be  tolerated. 

It  is  more  than  likely  that  the 
three  sides  pre-negotiated  this 
outcome,  but  they  got  it  right, 
which  is  what  matters. 

This  decision  does  not  bode 
well  for  Colorado  Rockies 
shortstop  Jose  Reyes,  who  was 
recently  arrested  on  domestic 
violence  charges.  Reyes  will 
actually  go  on  trial  in  April.  Once 
that  process  plays  out,  Reyes 
should  expect  a heftier  ban  that 
Chapman’s. 

Overall,  Manfred  and  MLB 
got  this  right.  Hopefully,  it  will 
spur  positive  change  throughout 
the  sporting  world. 


JJC  softball  and  baseball  seasons  begin 


By  Adam  Tumino 


Sports  Editor 

The  JJC  men’s  and  women’s 
basketball  teams  have  ended 
their  seasons.  It  is  now  time  for 
the  baseball  and  softball  teams  to 
take  over. 

The  JJC  baseball  team  is 
coming  offa  season  in  which  they 
went  38-25,  and  earned  runner- 
up  at  the  Division  111  NJCAA 
World  Series.  This  season,  the 
Wolves  will  have  basically  an 
entirely  new  lineup. 

The  only  returning  position 
player  who  mode  a major  impact 
last  season  is  Jake  Drada.  He  was 
third  in  the  nation  in  at-bats,  and 
seventh  in  plate  appearances. 
He  collected  a slash  line  of 
•332/.380/.487,  which  is  good  for 
an  OPS  of  .867. 

“Jake  Drada  needs  to  have 
another  good  year  for  us,”  said 
head  coach  Wayne  King.  This 
will  be  King's  30*  season  at  the 
helm  ol  the  JJC  baseball  program. 
In  2016,  the  Wolves  will  search 
for  their  fourth  national  title 
under  King. 

The  Wolves  will  have  to  deal 
with  an  inexperienced  roster  to 
start  the  year.  With  Drada  the 
only  returning  everyday  player, 
and  four  returning  pitchers,  there 
will  likely  be  a learning  curve  in 
the  early  going. 

“Our  coaching  staff  has  its 
hands  full  this  season."  King 
said.  They  will  attempt  to  remedy 


any  early  problems  and  try  to  set 
a foundation  for  a good  season. 

The  Wolves  opened  their 
season  with  a three  game  series 
against  Jefferson  College  in 
Hillsboro,  Mo.  on  March  4-6. 

The  JJC  softball  team  has  a 
much  different  goal  in  2016. 
The  Lady  Wolves  finished  4-35 
last  season,  a mark  they  wish  to 
improve  upon. 

2016  will  be  the  first  season 
at  JJC  for  head  coach  Kerri 
O’Shea.  She  already  has  plans 
and  expectations  in  place  for  her 
new  team. 

“We’re  definitely  in  the  process 
of  rebuilding  the  program.”  said 
O’Shea.  “I’m  confident  in  the 
girls  that  we  have.  I think  we 
could  come  out  and  surprise  a 
few  people  with  what  we  end  up 
doing  this  year. 

“Even  if  that’s  not  the  case,” 
O’Shea  said.  “We  can  at  least 
begin  to  build  a foundation  for 
next  year.” 

They  began  their  campaign 
with  the  N4C  Conference 
loumament  in  Rosemont.  They 
played  games  in  March  4-6. 

“I’ve  made  it  very-  clear  to  my 
team."  O’Shea  said.  “What  we 
do  next  week  doesn’t  indicate 
how  the  season  goes.  That  goes 
both  for  positive  and  negative 
aspects.” 

Both  teams  on  campus  will 
attempt  to  improve  upon  their 
previous  seasons.  Although  their 
exact  goals  may  be  different,  any 
improvements  are  the  main  goals. 


Tiffany  Beckman  throws  to  first  last  season. 


Photos  courtesy  of  JJC  Athletic  Dept. 

Mike  Rissley  prepares  to  take  a swing  during  a game. 
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Basketball  from  page  1 


The  Lady  Wolves’  two  best 
players  anchored  the  ftontcourt 
all  season.  Sophomore  forward 
Chavon  Banks  and  sophomore 
center  Hilary  Dietahin  worked 
the  inside. 

Dietahin  logged  883  minutes, 
which  was  23rd  in  the  nation. 
She  also  shot  50.5  percent  from 
the  field,  which  ranked  her 
1st  nationally.  She  also  had  30 
blocks.  Dietahin  averaged  10.2 
points  and  13.9  points  per  game. 

Banks  had  a sophomore  season 
that  she  will  surely  remember. 
Banks  averaged  13  and  12.5 
rebounds  per  contest.  She  was 


also  17th  in  the  country  with  916 
minutes,  and  seventh  with  29 
games  started. 

Banks  earned  All-Region  and 
All-Conference  honors  for  her 
standout  season.  Dietahin  was 
named  to  the  All-Toumamcnt 
team. 

Banks  and  Dicthain  made  a 
majority  of  their  impact  in  the 
boards.  Banks  ranked  third  in 
the  nation  in  offensive  rebounds. 
10th  in  defensive  rebounds,  and 
fifth  in  total  rebounds.  Dietahin 
ranked  fourth  in  both  offensive 
and  defensive  boards,  and 
finished  second  in  total  rebounds. 


As  a team,  the  Lady  Wolves 
ranked  near  the  top  of  the  country 
in  many  defensive  categories. 
They  were  16th  in  the  nation 
in  steals  per  gome  and  20th  in 
blocks.  They  also  allowed  the 
11th  lowest  opponent’s  field  goal 
percentage. 

Head  Coach  Shaun  Sanderson 
was  optimistic  about  the  team’s 
chances  in  the  semifinal,  but  also 
knew  what  may  come  back  to  bite 
them. 

“We  can’t  foul,  they’re  a very 
good  free  throw  shooting  team" 
said  Sanderson  about  Madison. 
“We  have  to  keep  our  players  on 


the  floor.  When  you’re  in  foul 
trouble,  you  sit.” 

The  Lady  Wolves  heavily 
fouled  Madison.  Mudison  had 
21  free  throw  attempts,  which 
had  un  effect  on  the  five  point 
differential. 

Hie  Lady  Wolves  overall 
defense  kept  them  in  the 
game,  although  they  hud  19 
turnovers  and  19  fouls.  Also, 
Chavon  Banks  was  reined  in  by 
Madison’s  defense.  Banks  only 
scored  five  points. 

“She’s  been  our  engine,"  said 
Sanderson.  "When  an  engine  has 
problems,  the  car  doesn’t  run  us 


well.  Other  players  stepped  up, 
but  ultimately  fell  short." 

Overall  for  the  season,  the  Lady 
Wolves  played  well  defensively, 
but  their  inexperience  was 
ultimately  their  downfall.  The 
reluming  freshmen  should  be  able 
put  this  year’s  experience  to  good 
use  next  year. 

The  Lady  Wolves  will  move 
on  without  Banks  and  Dietahin. 
Sophomore  guard  Juatece 
McNeur  will  also  move  on.  The 
only  sophomore  that  may  return 
next  year  is  Naomi  Mayes.  If  she 
docs  return,  her  presence  will  help 
them  take  the  next  step. 


Wolves  fall  short  in 


region  finals 


By  Stacey  Becker 


Staff  Writer 

The  JJC  men’s  basketball  team 
defeated  Harper  College  and 
Milwaukee  Tech  in  the  region 
playoffs  and  earned  a spot  in  the 
Region  IV  Championship  game 
at  Alvemo  College  in  Milwaukee 
on  Sunday,  Feb.  28.  They  faced 
number  one  ranked  Rock  Valley 
College  and  fell  94-75. 

Head  coach  Joe  Kuhn  said  the 
team’s  biggest  struggle  was  on 
defense. 

“We  had  the  game  going  exactly 


how  we  needed  it  to  go  until 
we  misplayed  three  defensive 
possessions  in  a row  and  they 
hit  three  straight  threes  turning  a 
one-point  game  into  a 10-point 
game,”  Kuhn  said.  “That  really 
took  the  pressure  off  of  them.” 
"We  were  able  to  close  it  to  a 
four-point  game  at  51-47  but  that 
was  the  closest  we  could  get.” 
There  were  three  players  on 
the  team  that  combined  for  60 
of  the  75  points  for  the  Wolves. 
Daymeann  Stewart  led  the  team 
with  27  points  and  added  five 
rebounds,  one  assist  and  one 
steal.  Patrick  Kenny  had  one  of 


his  best  games  of  the  season  will) 
19  points,  eight  rebounds  and  two 
blocks.  Kiwane  Crowder  added 
14  points,  three  rebounds  and 
three  assists. 

“Against  a very  good  and  high  IQ 
team  like  Rock  Valley  you  have 
to  be  at  your  1 00  percent  best  and 
we  had  a couple  of  stretches  that 
we  were  not,”  Kuhn  said. 

“They  [Rock  Valley)  did  an 
excellent  job  defending  us  and 
we  settled  for  a lot  of  one-on-one 
basketball,  which  usually  does 
not  work”. 

The  Wolves  finished  the  2015-16 
season  with  a 23-10  record.  In 


conference  play,  they  finished 
9-5.  Their  final  home  record  wus 
15-2.  They  have  been  uble  to 
maintain  a good  record  at  home 
in  the  pust  and  continued  that  this 
year. 

As  the  Wolves  finish  this  season, 
some  of  the  players  hnve  played 
their  finul  games  at  JJC.  Darius 
Wells,  Daymeann  Stewurt, 

Kiwune  Crowder,  Joachim 

Smith,  Dominic  Gulling,  Alex 
Purks,  and  Patrick  Kenny  will  be 
moving  on. 

Those  more  than  likely  to  return 
will  be  Robbie  Brooks  and 
Johnny  Campbell,  ns  well  ns 


several  new  faces. 

One  of  their  most  consistent 
rankings  this  season  wus  with 
assists.  They  were  ranked 
between  14th  and  19th  most  of 
the  scuson,  which  is  u testament 
to  their  teamwork. 

They  ulso  had  different  men 
scoring  each  game  throughout 
the  season.  In  addition,  they  beat 
the  top-ranked  team  ut  home, 
lost  only  two  games  at  home  this 
season,  were  ranked  in  the  top  ten 
more  than  once  and  earned  their 
way  to  the  chumpionship  game. 


SPORTS 


Coach  Kerry  O'Shea  poses  for  a photo. 


Photos  courtesy  of 


Christina  Budd,  a sophmore  on  JJC’s  softball  team,  takes  a swing  during  a game. 


O’Shea  brings  experience  to  the  game 


By  Elias  Albert 


Staff  Writer 

First-year  JJC  softball  head 
coach  Kerri  O’Shea  is  ready  to 
get  the  long-haul  of  the  2016 
season  underway. 

Though  this  is  her  first  season 
holding  the  position  for  JJC,  she 
has  been  a part  of  the  program  for 
the  last  three  years. 

O’Sheu  attended  the  University 
of  St.  Francis  where  she  pitched 
and  was  available  in  the  outfield 
when  the  team  needed  her. 

While  pitching,  she  managed 
to  post  double-digit  winning 
seasons  for  three  consecutive 
years. 

For  her  college  career,  she 
compiled  a 2.85  ERA  and 
recorded  91  strikeouts. 

This  also  is  not  O’Shea’s 
first  time  coaching  softball.  Her 


coaching  experience  goes  back 
to  her  time  in  college  and  her 
involvement  with  the  sport  goes 
back  to  when  she  was  eight. 

“During  the  summers  while  I 
was  in  school,"  O’Shea  said.  "I 
coached  12-and-under  teams." 

O’Shea  said  coaching  gave 
her  a different  perspective  to  the 
approach  to  sport,  which  she  has 
grown  to  enjoy. 

“For  the  first  time  I was 
looking  at  the  game  from  a bunch 
of  different  angles,"  O’Shea  said. 
“There  was  a lot  more  to  the 
game  than  I ever  thought  there 
was  before." 

She  says  that  the  opportunity 
made  her  have  an  epiphany. 

“That’s  when  I found  out  1 had 
a passion  for  it,"  O’Shea  said. 
"I’ve  always  loved  the  sport,  but 
this  was  something  I liked  right 
away.” 

She  had  held  assistant  and 


graduate  assistant  positions  at 
Lewis  University  and  Concordia 
University-Chicago. 

When  O’Shea  is  away  from 
JJC,  she  heads  back  to  her  home 
in  St.  John,  Indiana.  St.  John  is 
located  near  the  Indiana-Illinois 
border.  She  goes  home  to  her 
husband  and  two  sons,  aged  three 
and  five. 

O’Shea  said  being  a head 
coach  is  something  different  than 
what  she  has  become  accustomed 
to,  but  she’s  ready  and  excited. 

As  far  as  the  upcoming  season, 
O’Shea  said  she  would  like  to 
work  with  the  program  that  has 
already  been  put  in  place  by  the 
former  staff. 

“I  just  want  to  build  off  of  what 
was  already  established,”  O’Shea 
said.  “We’ll  make  adjustments 
along  the  way,  but  I think  it’d  be 
smoother  to  just  start  with  what 
we  already  have." 


O’Shea  said  she  would  like 
to  see  her  returning  sophomore, 
from  the  previous  coaching 
campaign,  to  step  up  and  assist 
the  team. 

She  will  have  sophomores 
like  infielder  Tiffany  Beckman, 
infielder  Kaitlyn  Sullivan  and 
pitcher  Christina  Budd  on  her 
roster. 

“They’re  going  to  experience 
two  different  coaching  styles,” 
O'Shea  said.  "That  means  they’ll 
have  to  adjust  to  some  of  the 
differences.  But  I feel  like  we  can 
all  adjust  to  what  fits  us  best." 

O’Shea  said  she  doesn’t 
have  a set  approach  to  the  game 
and  wants  to  play  in  a way  that 
gives  her  team  the  best  chance  to 
succeed. 

The  2016  Lady  Wolves  will 
be  working  with  nine  freshmen, 
something  O’Shea  said  is  a 
positive  with  her  roster. 


“I  think  having  such  a big 
freshman  class  really  benefits 
us,”  O’Shea  said.  “That  way,  it’s 
a bit  easier  to  mold  them  to  the 
coaching  style  that  I think  fits 
best.” 

O’Shea  said  having  a selection 
of  freshman  gives  her  a chance 
to  work  with  her  roster  and  build 
upon  what  she  has  available. 

She  said  she’s  looking  forward 
to  getting  the  season  going  and 
seeing  what  her  players  are 
capable  of. 

“It’s  my  first  year.  It’s  going 
to  be  fun,”  O’Shea  said.  “I  really 
just  want  to  get  things  going  and 
see  exactly  where  we’re  at  as  a 
team. 

Her  Lady  Wolves  will  have 
seen  their  first  action  on  the  field 
on  March  4 and  will  play  their 
first  home  game  of  the  season  on 
Tuesday,  March  15,  as  they  host 
College  of  Lake  County. 


PLAYERS  TO  WATCH 


Patrick  Kenny 
Men’s  Basketball 

Patrick  Kenny  was  a mainstay  forward  for  the 
JJC  men’s  basketball  team  this  season.  The 
Wolves,  who  finished  23-10,  were  defeated  in 
the  Region  IV  championship  against  Rock  Val- 
ley College.  In  that  game,  Kenny  had  19  points 
and  8 rebounds.  In  a 94-79  semifinal  win  over 
Milwaukee  Tech,  Patrick  finished  with  13 
points.  In  the  Region  IV  quarterfinal  victory 
over  Harper  College,  he  earned  15  points.  For 
his  efforts  in  the  Region  IV  tournament,  Kenny 
was  named  to  the  all-toumament  team.  He 
finished  the  season  averaging  1 2.7  points  per 
game  and  5.5  rebounds  per  game.  Now  he  will 
switch  gears  from  the  hardwood  to  the  mound 
pitching  for  the  JJC  baseball  team  this  Spring. 


Hillary  Dietahin 
Women’s  Basketball 


Hillary  Dietahin  led  the  Lady  Wolves  to  a 
16-13  overall  record  this  season.  JJC  was 
defeated  in  the  Region  IV  semifinal  against 
Madison  College  by  a score  of  60-55. 
Dietahin  had  1 1 points  and  13  rebounds  in 
that  game.  In  a 50-25  victory  over  Harper 
College  in  the  Region  IV  quarterfinal, 
Dietahin  had  6 points  and  1 5 rebounds.  She 
was  named  to  the  Region  IV  all-toumament 
team.  Dietahin  finished  the  season  averag- 
ing 10.2  points  and  13.9  rebounds  per  game. 
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A little 
bit  of 
Wisdom 

By  Sean  O'  dell 

Staff  Writer 

What  exactly  is  the  nature  of 
Morality?  Are  morals  susceptible 
to  truth?  Are  they  merely  the 
expression  of  emotion? 

Imagine  this  scenario:  You 
see  a train  headed  down  some 
tracks.  There  are  five  people 
standing  on  the  tracks  right  in 
the  path  of  the  train.  If  nothing 
is  done,  destruction  will  follow. 
You  could  pull  a lever  and  divert 
the  train  onto  a different  track, 
but  that  path  has  one  person 
standing  on  it.  What  do  you  do? 
Either  way  the  outcome  is  death. 

In  a much  broader  (and 
lighter)  sense,  morality  also 
pertains  to  things  like  lying  or 
telling  the  truth,  stealing  or  not 
stealing,  helping  the  elderly, 
personal  values,  and  just  about 
anything  else  that  pertains  to 
what  is  considered  right  and 
wrong. 

JJC  Professor  Jeffery  Wisdom 
has  been  studying  philosophy  for 
20  years  and  has  been  teaching 
it  for  14.  He  worked  for  both  a 
Bachelors  and  a Master’s  degree 
at  Biola  University  in  California, 
then  went  on  to  earn  his  PhD  at 
the  University  of  Connecticut. 

A few  weeks  ago  Professor 
Wisdom  took  the  opportunity 
to  represent  JJC  at  the  Southern 

See  Wisdom  page  s 


BY  JARJEK  MARTINEZ 

Copy  Editor 

JJC  President  Dr.  Debra 
Daniels  resigned  from  her 
positon  on  March  18.  Daniels 
cited  personal  reasons  for  her 
resignation  which  was  effective 
immediately. 

JJC  Board  Chair  Bob 
Wunderlich  said  that  Daniels 
will  receive  a severance  package 
for  the  year. 


Wunderlich  released  a 
statement  to  the  media  about  the 
situation. 

“The  Joliet  Junior  College 
Board  of  Trustees  received  a 
resignation  notice  from  our 
college  president  Dr.  Debra 
Daniels  on  Friday,  March  18, 
effective  immediately,"  he  said. 
“Because  this  is  a personnel 
issue  we  cannot  comment 
specifically  on  other  details 
related  to  this  event,  except  that 
she  cited  personal  reasons  for 


her  departure." 

Dr.  Judy  Mitchell,  JJC’s  vice 
president  of  administrative 
services,  was  appointed  by  the 
board  of  trustees  as  the  interim 
president  until  a replacement 
can  be  found. 

"Mitchell  is  a 19-ycar  college 
employee  and  has  strong 
knowledge  of  our  operations, 
finances,  and  strategic  plan  to 
continue  moving  the  college 
forward  in  the  right  direction.” 
Wunderlich  said. 


Daniels  commented  on  her 
own  resignation  in  an  email. 

“I  have  brought  the  college  us 
far  as  I enn  und  1 want  to  step 
aside  so  I can  do  other  things," 
she  stated. 

“'fhc  board  has  been 
tumultuous,  especially  this  past 
year  with  the  resignation  of 
three  board  members,  und  I hope 
that  this  will  allow  them  to  come 
together  for  the  college." 

See  Departure  page  5 


Wolves  catching 


up  after  slow  start  to  2016 


BY  ADAM  TUMI  NO 

Sports  Editor 

The  2016  baseball  season  is 
underway  for  the  JJC  Baseball 
team.  After  a successful  2015 
campaign,  the  Wolves  are 


looking  to  take  the  next  step. 

They  finished  second  in  the 
nation  last  year,  posting  a 38-25 
overall  record. 

Through  their  first  25  games 
in  2016,  the  Wolves  sit  at  12- 
13  and  are  starting  to  climb 


Batman  v Super- 
man! Who  won? 
Not  the  viewer) 
apparently. 


higher,  rhey  opened  up  the 
season  against  Jefferson  County 
College,  which  is  near  St.  Louis. 
Jefferson  had  a number  of  games 
under  their  belt  at  the  time,  a 
benefit  of  playing  farther  south. 

They  also  traveled  to 


Volunteer  State  College  and  had  more  time  to  figure  things 
Columbia  State  College  near  out.  Since  that  scries,  the  Wolves 
Nashville,  and  lost  two  out  of  have  played  bcttcr-than  .500 
three  games  to  both  opponents.  ball,  putting  them  in  the  thick  of 
So  the  early  losses  are  to  be 

expeettd  when  playing  teams  $ee  Baseba|,  pagel5 
that  arc  more  prepared  and  have 
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EDITORIAL 

Trump's  rhetoric  leads  to  violence 


The  world  is  full  of 
things  to  be  afraid  of:  there 
is.  however,  nothing  like 
Donald  J.  Trump  actually 
being  taken  seriously  as  a 
presidential  candidate. 

He’s  already  won  1 8 
states,  beating  out  Ted  Cruz 

- who  only  won  eight. 

Besides  his  unpredicted 

long-lasting  campaign  - 
and  his  stupid,  ignorant 
comments  on  everything  - 
he’s  been  making  headlines 
recently  for  his  rallies  and 
supporters. 

Chicago  was  home  to 
one  particular  rally  that 
could  possibly  be  more 
controversial  than  the 
campaign  itself. 

March  11,  at  the  U1C 
Pavilion,  Trump  was  set 
to  take  the  stage  and  speak 
on  some  matters.  Instead, 
protesters  of  ‘the  Donald” 
made  their  presence  known 

- as  they  promised  on  social 
media  - and  boy,  was  it  loud. 

It  was  so  loud  in  fact  that 
he  chose  to  cancel  it,  citing 
safety  reasons. 

While  people  were 
leaving  the  arena,  violence 
erupted.  CNN  appropriately 


described  it  as  chaos. 

Surprising  absolutely 
no  one.  Trump  did  not 
like  it.  Further  surprising 
absolutely  no  one,  the 
supporters  of  the  Donald 
have  been  shown  to  be  the 
aggressors. 

First  off.  Trump’s  an 
idiot  - let’s  just  throw  that 
out  there.  His  policies  are 
crap,  he’s  a racist  and  he’s 
constantly  saying  just  about 
anything  to  get  himself  to 
trend.  Not  only  that,  but 
he’s  the  worst  choice  for 
President  this  year,  or  any 
other  year. 

Second,  his  campaign 
started  off  as  one  of  those 
things  every  body  took  for  a 
joke  and  now  it’s  escalated 
to  being  somewhat  serious. 

Trump  has  seemed  to 
spend  more  time  insulting 
people  than  bettering  his 
campaign.  He  consistently 
puts  down  those  who  are 
not  on  his  side  - which  is 
incredibly  childish  and,  if 
you  ask  us,  not  becoming  of 
a future  president. 

His  supporters,  obviously, 
support  him  and  they’re 
not  shy  of  showing  it. 


On  several  occasions,  his 
supporters  have  attacked 
and  antagonized  protesters. 

Trump  is  being  sued  by 
three  different  protesters 
because  of  the  violence  of 
his  supporters. 

According  to  politicususa. 
com.  “Attorneys  say  that 
instead  of  using  security, 
Trump’s  supporters 

violently  kicked  the  people 
out  while  saying  racial 
slurs." 

Now  the  question  has 
become  whether  or  not 
Donald  should  be  held 
accountable  for  the  actions 
of  his  supporters?  The 
answer  is  absolutely. 

At  the  Louisville  rally. 
Trump  urged  for  people 
to  get  the  protesters  out. 
When  he’s  not  at  the  rally, 
he  speaks  very'  negatively 
of  protesters  and  has  even 
called  for  their  arrest  on 
several  occasions. 

Like  sheep,  his  supporters 
use  his  dislike  as  motivation 
to  use  violence  to  deter 
others. 

While  his  protesters  may 
not  like  him  and  may  be 
vocal  about  it,  nine  times  out 


of  10,  they’re  not  the  ones 
ripping  signs,  punching  and 
pepper  spraying  teenagers 
(Google  it). 

Also,  Trump’s  whole 
campaign  and  character  is 
founded  on  hate.  How  is  it  a 
surprise  that  his  supporters 
have  the  same  mindset? 
He  preaches  these  things, 
values  and  ideas  to  them 
and  they  take  it  all  in. 

They’re  acting  on  his 
behalf  which  does  make 
him  responsible. 

There  is  an  old  anecdote- 
wrongly  attributed  to 
Native  Americans-about 
a grandfather  teaching  his 
grandson  a life  lesson. 

The  grandfather  says 
that  there  are  two  wolves 
fighting  inside  of  him,  one 
represents  evil;  selfishness, 
anger  and  hate... and  the 
other  wolf  is  good;  harmony, 
love  and  respect. 

The  grandson  asks  which 
wolf  will  win  and  the 
grandfather  says,  “The  one 
i feed 

A vote  for  Trump  is  a 
juicy  steak  in  the  maw  of 
the  bad  wolf. 


Question  of  the  issue: 

Do  you  think  candidates  should  be  held  responsible  for  the 
actions  of  supporters  at  their  rallies?  Why  or  why  not? 


Corey  Schimpf 


“I  don’t  think  they  should 
be  held  accountable  because 
you  can’t  be  accountable,  just 
because  you  can’t  be  accountable 
for  someone  else’s  actions.” 


Precious  Golden 


“I  believe  that  everyone  should 
have  some  freedom  of  speech. 

I believe  that  he  has  the  right  to 
go  upon  millions,  but  I believe 
that  some  of  his  words  hurt  and 
offend  others.  I don’t  believe 
that  he  is  being  held  accountable 
because  of  where  he  stands  at 
in  his  politics.  But  as  far  as  his 
voters  arid  those  who  disagree  on 
things  should  have  their  freedom 
of  speech.  I don’t  believe  in 
violence.  I don’t  believe  that 
anybody  should  harm  anyone 
with  their  actions  or  their 
words." 


Marcus  Thompson 


“I  say  yes  and  no.  No  because 
they  can’t  really  control  what 
another  person  does,  but  at  the 
same  time,  they’re  the  original 
voice  behind  their  campaign.  So 
I believe  they  arc  at  the  end  of 
the  day,  but  at  the  same  time,  you 
can’t  control  everybody.  People 
have  their  own  minds,  their  own 
decisions.” 


“No  and  also  yes.  The  supporters 
kind  of  indicate  what  that 
candidate  is  feeling.  If  the 
candidate  is  spreading  a violent 
messuge,  their  supporters  ure 
going  to  follow  that.  I think 
that  is  what  it  is.  It’s  not  that 
the  supporters  ore  violent  and 
Donald  is  not.  1 think  he  kind  of 
starts  und  ignites  the  violence.  So 
he  should  be  held  responsible, 
but  is  going  on  due  to  what  lie  is 
saying." 
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Emma's  Issues 


Terrorist  attacks  in  Belgium 
have  once  again  brought  fear 


By  Emma  Carter 


Copy  Editor 

It’s  not  just  to  those  in  the 
United  States,  but  to  the  entire 
world.  Once  it  was  confirmed  that 
these  attacks  were  in  fact  linked 
to  ISIS,  the  issue  that  came  up 
was  how  do  we  defeat  them  and 
how  do  we  stop  these  attacks? 

I can  only  speak  for  myself 
when  I say  this  but  I feel  that  it 
is  a fair  claim  that  my  generation 
has  never  known  a time  when  the 
fear  of  terrorism  was  not  there. 


When  the  attacks  of  September 
1 1 happened  I was  only  in 
kindergarten. 

After  those  attacks,  things  like 
the  Department  of  Homeland 
Security  and  National  Defense 
programs  were  put  into  place, 
among  many  other  things. 

Many  Americans  were  affected 
psychologically  too;  the  number 
of  hate  crimes  rose  dramatically. 
Today  it  is  still  no  different  than  it 
was  in  2001. 

One  instance  that  comes  to 
mind  is  last  year  when  14-year- 
old  Ahmed  Mohamed  brought 
a clock  to  his  school  in  Texas 
because  he  made  it  himself  and 
wanted  to  show  his  teachers. 

One  teacher  thought  it  was  a 
bomb  and  Ahmed  got  taken  out 
of  the  classroom  to  be  questioned 
and  later  was  taken  out  of  school 
in  handcuffs.  Would  this  instance 
have  been  any  different  if  the 
boy’s  name  was  John  Smith? 

The  latest  instances  of  the 
explosions  at  the  Brussels  airport 
and  in  the  subway  system  are  just 
the  most  recent.  Almost  as  recent 
is  a suicide  bomber  striking  in 
Istanbul,  Turkey. 

Just  last  year  Paris  was  under 
attack  and  the  San  Bernardino 


shooting  occurred,  who  were  said 
to  have  links  to  ISIS. 

Now  these  are  just  the  most 
heard  about  instances,  but  we 
rarely  hear  about  all  of  the  attacks 
that  occur  from  terrorist  groups 
in  areas  like  the  Middle  East  or 
Africa.  Countries  like  Egypt, 
Yemen,  Syria,  Libya  and  Saudi 
Arabia  all  seem  to  be  constantly 
under  attacks  from  ISIS. 

I feel  that  if  we  always  heard 
about  a terrorist  attack  that  we 
would  need  a separate  channel 
dedicated  to  all  of  the  horrors  that 
are  happening  around  the  world. 

What  is  the  United  States  doing 
exactly  to  help  get  rid  of  terrorism? 
The  Obama  administration  is 
using  allies  to  gather  information 
and  essentially  bombing  ISIS  and 
searching  for  the  leaders. 

What  about  the  current 
candidates  for  the  Presidency? 
What  is  their  plan? 

As  for  Donald  Trump  I believe 
his  plan  is  to  bomb  ISIS,  among 
other  things  that  he  has  said  about 
iL 

Clinton  opposes  sending  in 
ground  troops  but  wants  to  do 
more  to  end  the  fight  with  ISIS 
with  more  airstrikes  and  gathering 
more  information  about  where  to 


bomb  them  at. 

A can  of  worms  is  basically 
opened  when  anyone  talks  about 
issues  that  deal  with  ISIS.  There 
is  so  much  more  that  goes  along 
with  it  than  just  “what  should  we 
do  about  ISIS?”. 

Issues  like  immigration, 
securing  the  border  and  accepting 
Syrian  refugees  are  all  topics  that 
get  brought  to  the  table  when 
discussing  it. 

Gun  control  is  another  topic 
that  can  be  thrown  onto  the  fire. 
Should  everyone  need  to  carry  a 
gun  in  order  to  feel  safe? 

When  we  stop  looking  at 
terrorism  for  a minute,  we  also 
see  all  of  these  issues  that  we  need 
to  deal  with  just  within  the  United 
States.  The  mass  shootings  in 
public  areas  is  also  an  issue  that 
everyone  in  the  United  States 
hears  about. 

Should  students  be  able  to 
carry  weapons  into  their  class 
rooms  in  case  an  instance 
happens  and  they  need  it?  Some 
states  certainly  think  so  and  there 
is  even  legislation  waiting  to  be 
passed  for  issues  like  this. 

Sure,  some  people  want  to  pass 
legislation  to  make  it  harder  for 
weapons  to  get  into  the  hands  of 


terrorists.  Yet  some  people  think 
that  everyone  should  have  a gun. 
Talk  about  a scary  concept 

I cannot  imagine  being  in  a 
classroom  knowing  that  everyone 
in  there  is  carrying  a weapon. 

These  concepts  of  terrorism, 
gun  control,  immigration  and 
even  foreign  policy  are  tightly- 
linked.  These  difficult  questions 
are  the  ones  that  no  one  seems  to 
have  the  answer  to. 

Should  America  go  to  war  with 
ISIS?  Does  anyone  want  to  see 
us  in  another  war?  Terrorism  is 
a huge  problem  in  the  world,  one 
that  I think  needs  to  be  dealt  with 
by  more  than  just  America. 

ISIS  is  attacking  multiple 
countries  and  if  we  band  together 
with  a few  countries  I think  we 
could  make  some  real  progress  in 
minimizing  the  devastation  that  is 
caused  by  terrorism. 

But  then  I also  turn  to  all  of 
the  issues  and  the  people  who 
get  killed  in  Chicago  and  how 
those  are  problems  that  are  here 
and  that  we  are  facing  on  a daily- 
basis.  How  can  we  go  solve  the 
world  problems  when  we  have 
so  many  to  start  with  on  our  own 
soil? 
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NEWS 

Eli  Knows 


U.S.W.N.T.  low  wages  related  to  popularity 


LEARN  MORE  at  CUChicago.edu/transfer 


By  Elias  albert 

Staff  Writer 

On  Thursday,  March  31,  five 
members  of  the  U.S.  women's 
national  soccer  team  filed  a 
formal  complaint  against  the 
U.S.  Soccer  Association  for  wage 
discrimination. 

Goalkeeper  Hope  Solo  was 
among  the  most  vocal  of  the 
players,  saying  the  team  has 
done  more  than  enough  be  paid 
an  equal  wage  to  members  of  the 
men’s  team. 

“The  numbers  speak  for 
themselves,”  Solo  said.  “We  are 
the  best  in  the  world,  have  three 
World  Cup  championships,  four 
Olympic  championships,  and  the 
U.S.M.N.T.  get  paid  more  to  just 
show  up  than  we  get  paid  to  win 
major  championships.” 

According  to  the  players’ 


lawyer,  Jeff  Kessler,  the  complaint 
is  based  on  statements  of  female 
players  who  claim  they  earn  40 
percent  of  the  money  their  male 
counterparts  cam. 

This  news  conveniently  comes 
soon  after  the  U.S.M.N.T.  was 
eliminated  from  contention  in 
the  upcoming  Rio  Olympics  this 
summer. 

So.  do  the  members  of 
the  U.S.W.N.T.  have  a case? 
Absolutely. 

The  U.S.W.N.T.  is  currently 
the  top-ranked  team  in  the 
international  FIFA  rankings,  a 
position  they’ve  held  a number  of 
times  since  2003. 

The  highest  ranking  the  men 
have  held  was  fourth,  back  in 
April  of  2006.  They  currently  sit 
in  30*  and  their  best  final  World 
Cup  position  was  third,  back  in 
1930. 

There  is  a gap  in  success 
when  looking  at  the  two  rosters’ 
historic  resumes,  but  also  an 
existing  difference  in  earnings 
that  contradicts  this  gap. 

The  immediate  solution  would 
be  to  pay  the  players  more.  Is  it 
really  that  easy? 

The  answer  may  be  related  to 
what  the  team,  as  a whole,  pulls 
in  as  far  as  revenue  and  the  team’s 
popularity. 

While  the  women  put  together 


a great  stretch,  on  multiple 
occasions,  of  success  and 
dynastical  runs,  the  reality  is  it 
may  not  be  enough. 

Considering  league-related 
affiliations,  the  U.S.M.N.T.  have 
the  rapidly  developing  Ml.S, 
which  is  pulling  in  more  money 
now  thun  it  ever  has  despite  a 
defined  talent-gap  between  in  and 
European-based  leagues. 

However,  the  MLS  recently  put 
together  TV  deals  with  the  likes 
of  ESPN  and  FOX  Sports,  and  has 
the  wallets  of  multimillionaire 
investors  feeding  its  growing 
flame. 

On  the  other  side,  the  women 
have  the  National  Women’s 
Soccer  League.  which  is 
considered  to  be  the  number-one 
women’s  soccer  league  in  the 
world.  But,  the  league  only  stages 
10  teams  and  struggles  mightily 
with  attendance  and  popularity. 

This  isn’t  just  evident  in  soccer. 
A very  similar  situation  can  be 
seen  in  the  sport  of  basketball. 

The  U.S.’s  men’s  and  women’s 
basketball  teams  are  both  very 
successful  and  have  the  shine  of 
championships  in  FIBA  events 
and  Olympics  to  stand  on. 

But,  there  is  a huge  discrepancy 
in  the  popularity  and  revenue 
in  their  respective  leagues:  the 
NBA  and  the  WNBA.  As  a result, 
there  is  a noticeable 


between  the  amount  of  allowed 
payroll  and  the  money  players 
actually  earn. 

This  is  an  unfortunate  truth  and 
until  there  is  a reach  for  equality 
in  the  popularity  and  the  attention 
these  leagues  and  teams  receive, 
there  really  isn’t  much  that  can  be 
done  in  support  of  the  argument 
being  made  by  the  women’s  team. 

While  I do  sec  it  as  unfair,  the 


fact  the  women  cam  less  than  the 
men  is  a result  of  this. 

What  it  may  take  is  a push  or 
campaign  in  support  of  this  to 
raise  the  popularity  and  attention. 
In  fact,  simply  bringing  this  up, 
in  the  form  of  a compliant,  brings 
the  team  deeper  into  the  public 
eye  and  should  be  beneficial  in 
the  long  run. 
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with  professors  who  advise  and  mentor  you. 

■ Ideal  location.  Just  10  miles  west  of  downtown  Chicago, 
great  opportunities  for  internships  and  jobs  are  nearby. 

■ A simple  transfer.  Your  personal  admission  counselor  will 
guide  you  through  every  step  of  the  transfer  process. 


WALK-IN  WEDNESDAYS  AT  CUC 

Take  advantage  of  our  instant  admission 
option,  available  just  for  transfer  students,  every 
Wednesday  in  April  and  June  from  1-6  p.m. 


CAMPUS  VISIT  DAY 

Saturday.  April  23 


News  5 


Faculty  profile 

Wisdom  from  page  1 


Society  for  Philosophy  and 
Psychology  Conference,  a 
gathering  that  makes  an  effort  to 
bring  philosophical  thinking  back 

to  its  TOOLS. 

This  conference  was  held 
to  encourage  philosophically 
minded  psychologists  and 
empirically  minded  philosophers 
to  get  together  and  discuss 
and  redefine  the  meanings  and 
answers  to  some  of  some  of  life’s 
most  important  questions. 

In  the  case  of  professor 
Wisdom,  the  important  question 
pertained  to  the  nature  of 
morality.  In  an  efTort  to  bring 
some  very  practical  and  empirical 
data  to  the  discussion.  Professor 
Wisdom  had  prepared  a paper 
called  Neural  Science  and  the 
Nature  of  Moral  Judgments. 

Wisdom’s  paper  aimed  to 
prove  that  when  a person  makes 
moral  judgements,  there  is  a little 
more  going  on  than  what  meets 
the  eye.  Some  philosophers  take 
the  stance  that  moral  judgments 
are  non-cognitive,  and  therefore 
not  truth  apt  (capable  of  being 
true  or  false).  This  views  claims 
that  moral  judgments  are  just 
a form  of  expression  personal 
values  through  emoting. 

Another  stance  on  this  topic 
claims  that  moral  judgements 
are  cognitive  and  are  in  fact  truth 
apt.  Wisdom  falls  somewhere  in 
between  these  two  views,  and  has 


done  so  through  quite  a bit  of  data 
and  research. 

Wisdom  used  information 
from  University  of  California 
Professor  Michael  Gazzaniga’s 
research  on  people  with  a split 
corpus  callosum  (the  part  of  the 
brain  that  connects  the  right  and 
left  hemispheres  of  the  brain),  as 
well  as  data  from  studies  done 
involving  neural  imaging  scans 
done  on  people  when  they  make 
a moral  decision. 

Based  off  of  this  research. 
Wisdom  said,  “Moral  judgments 
are  both  cognitive,  truth  apt 
beliefs  as  well  as  emotional 
motivating  mental  states.” 

Wisdom  presented  his  paper  in 
front  of  a crowd  of  psychologists 
and  philosophers  from  around  the 
U.S.  and  other  countries. 

So,  why  is  philosophy 
important  to  everyone  else  who 
is  not  either  involved  in  neural 
science  or  a psychologist? 
Wisdom  had  an  answer. 

“Philosophy  is  the  attempt 
to  think  carefully  and  critically 
about  life’s  most  important 
questions,  find  the  answers  and 
then  live  out  those  answers  to  the 
best  of  our  ability,”  he  said. 

“Philosophy  doesn’t  just  cover 
things  like  the  nature  of  morality, 
but  can  be  critical  in  making 
decision  like  who  to  many,  what 
career  to  start,  or  even  what  to 
major  in.’’ 


One  of  the  key  things 
that  makes  philosophy  so 
fundamentally  important  is  that  it 
promotes  a strategic  and  critical 
mindset  that  helps  better  prepare 


students  for  life. 

So  the  next  time  you  decide 
on  what  class  to  take  to  fill  that 
humanities  requirement  for  your 
semester,  think  carefully  and 


critically  on  what  kind  of  positive 
impact  a philosophy  class  could 
have  on  your  future. 


Photo  Courtesy  o/IJC  English  Department 

Professor  Jeff  Wisdom  Is  flanked  by  colleagues  Stacey  Murphy,  left,  and  Teresa  Carrillo. 


Departure  from  page  1 


Wunderlich  was  further  able 
to  shed  some  light  on  Daniels 
departure  and  the  effects  it  may 
have  at  the  school. 

Wunderlich  could  recollect 
the  days  before  her  official 
resignation  as  President  of  JJC. 
"1  spoke  to  her  a few  days  before, 
and  she  had  told  me  that  she  was 
resigning,"  he  said. 

Before  answering  the 
aforementioned  questions, 
Wunderlich  was  able  to  provide 
some  of  the  accomplishments 
that  Daniels  uchieved  during  her 
presidency. 

“We  said  we  got  to  cut  u million 
dollars  out  of  the  budget  and 
work  on  sustainability,  and  she 
did  it,  which  we  were  all  with," 
said  Wunderlich. 

Wunderlich  said  he  spoke  with 
Daniels  a few  days  prior  to  her 
resignation  and  cume  to  be  a bit 
of  a shock  to  him  when  it  became 
official.  “It  was  a combination  of 
her  personal  reasons  and  when  we 
did  the  climate  survey,’’  he  said. 

He  explained  that  the  climate 
survey  was  something  that  had 
never  been  done  during  his  time 
as  a trustee,  and  about  25  staff 
members  were  involved.  “There 


were  certain  aspects  of  her  job 
that  they  believed  she  was  not 
fulfilling,"  he  said. 

The  board  was  accused  of 
micromanaging  a bit  too  much 
by  several  of  the  interviewees 
involved  in  the  climate  Survey, 
according  to  Wunderlich. 

However,  some  good  things 
were  also  mentioned  in  regards  to 
Daniels. 

Wunderlich  said  there  were 
already  plans  that  have  been  set 
out  to  find  the  next  president  for 
JJC.  “We  are  going  to  interview 
candidates  and  get  their  resumes 
and  get  input  from  the  colleges 
from  where  they  are." 

The  Board  of  Trustees, 
according  to  Wunderlich,  are 
looking  for  the  best  qualities 
from  candidates  to  serve  as 
president.  "We  want  someone 
that  is  knowledgeable  that’s 
going  to  be  community-oriented  . 

. . somebody  that  is  dedicated  to 
student  success,"  he  said. 

He  also  said  that  much  of  the 
impact  of  Daniels  resignation  will 
not  negatively  afreet  the  school  in 
any  way,  but  will  be  a period  of 
adjustment  for  the  college. 


6 NEWS  ~ 

Veteran’s  Resource  Center 

receives  donation  from  Amazon 


by  Elias  albert 


Staff  Writer 

Amazon  made  a S5.000 
donation  to  the  JJC  Veteran 
Recourse  Center  on  March  9 
during  an  event  mans  veterans 
associated  with  JJC  attended. 

In  addition  to  the  donation. 
Amazon  announced  they  arc 
expanding  their  Joliet  fulfillment 
facility,  which  is  expected  to 
create  as  many  as  500  new 
positions. 

Cheryl  Hlavac,  veterans’ 
coordinator  at  JJC,  said  the 
donation  will  go  directly  toward 
satisfy  ing  the  needs  of  veterans 
who  wish  to  attend  classes  at  JJC. 

"The  donation  wus  to  establish 
a scholarship  that’s  going  to  assist 
our  veterans  with  tuition,  books 
and  living  expenses,”  Hlavac 
said. 

While  the  money  will  be  used 
to  the  benefit  of  veterans.  Hlavac 
said  no  specifics  or  standards 
have  been  set  to  this  point. 

“The  criteria  has  not  been 
set  yet,”  Hlavac  said.  “That’s  a 
process  that  will  go  through  the 
foundation.  So  we  don’t  have 
everything  set  up  quite  yet  to 
begin  offering  anything.” 

Amazon  representative  Mike 
Flannery,  general  manager  at 
the  Joliet  facility,  presented  the 
check  to  the  VRC  and  made  the 
announcement  of  the  facility’s 
expansion. 

Hlavac  said  Flannery  was 
accompanied  by  veterans  who 
currently  work  for  Amazon  and 


made  it  known  hiring  veterans 
is  something  the  company 
prioritizes. 

In  addition.  Flannery  made 
Amazon's  career  choice  program, 
which  assists  active  students  with 
incentives  that  include  partially- 
paid  tuition  while  employed  with 
the  company. 

Hlavac  said  the  event  attracted 
to  attention  of  many  people 
involved  in  the  community  and 
managed  a large  turnout. 

Mayor  Bob  O’DeKirk,  JJC 
President  Debra  Daniels,  a 
number  of  foundation  board 
members  and  many  others 
attended  the  event. 

Hlavac  said  the  event  was 
beneficial  for  relations  between 
JJC  and  other  companies. 

“It  was  an  opportunity  for  JJC 
to  establish  a partnership  with  a 
company  like  Amazon,"  Hlavac 
said.  “I  think  more  events  like  this 
should  continue  to  happen.  I think 
Amazon  would  be  an  excellent 
partner  to  have  with  JJC.” 

As  of  now,  there  are  no  further 
events  planned  between  the  JJC 
VRC  and  Amazon,  but  Hlavac 
said  events  and  activities  could 
be  scheduled  some  time  in  the 
future. 

There  are,  however,  additional 
events  that  are  being  organized 
and  hosted  by  the  VRC. 

The  Veteran’s  Recourse  Fair 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday.  May 
6,  and  is  open  to  all  veterans 
at  JJC  who  wish  to  network 
and  find  potential  employment 
opportunities. 

Companies  and  organizations 
like  the  Orland  Park  Vet  Center, 


Catholic  Charities  and  US  Bank 
will  be  present  at  the  fair  to  offer 
opportunities  to  veterans. 

Hlavac  said  there  will  also 
be  a mobile  counseling  center 
available  to  veterans  so  they  can 
access  their  respective  records, 
as  well  as  veteran  driver’s  license 


adjustments, 

"They’ll  be  able  to  get  their 
DD-214  certified  und  renew  their 
license  with  the  word  veteran  on 
it,  so  they  can  access  those  special 
discounts."  Hlavac  said. 

Anyone  looking  to  find  out 
more  information  about  the 


Veteran’s  Resource  Center  can 
visit  the  center  in  room  C-1039 
on  JJCs  main  campus. 


Photo  by  Sltanielle  Fulton 


Veteran  Anthony  Avila  poses  with  the  dog  of  a colleague  Inside  the  Veterans  Resource  Center. 


Have  a Nose 
for  News? 


Write  for  the 


Blazer! 


V 


Blazermail@jjc.edu 


Criminul  Damage  to  Property 

JJC  police  discovered  a 
shattered  window  of  u parked 
vehicle  on  Murch  4 in  the 
afternoon,  according  to  police 
reports. 

JJC  Chief  of  Police  Pete 
Comanda  said  the  owner  of  the 
vehicle  was  called  but  could  not 
be  reached,  which  led  police 
to  leave  a note  on  the  vehicle. 
Comunda  said  the  parents  of  the 
victim  did  eventuully  come  to  the 
police  station  regarding  the  car. 

Comunda  suid  a lend  on  the  case 
from  social  media  sites  was  key 
in  "tracking  the  person  down.” 
Much  of  the  motive  of  the  crime 


was  the  result  of  a “domestic 
dispute"  between  the  victim  and 
the  person  responsible. 

On  March  6,  two  days  ufter  the 
vehicle  was  discovered,  Rcggenn 
S.  Thurmon  was  charged  with 
one  count  of  criminal  damage 
to  property  and  was  issued  a 
notice  of  trespass  for  Centennial 
Commons. 

Thrumon  took  full  blame, 
according  to  Comanda,  "she 
acknowledged  when  she  come  in 
here  that  she  had  done  it." 

Thurmon,  of  Plainfield,  was 
neither  a JJC  student,  nor  a 
resident  of  Centennial  Commons. 
Her  court  date  has  been  set  for 
April  14. 
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‘Batman  v Superman’  lacks  substance 


By  )Arek  Martinez 


Wayne,  aka  Batman,  to  connect 
into  the  narrative. 

Excitement  is  what  powered 
the  marketing  train,  as  so  much  of 
the  film  continued  to  foreshadow 
the  inevitable  conflict  of  the  film: 
Batman  will  fight  Superman.  The 
circumstances  of  their  rivalry  at 
times  even  feels 
lost  and 
a bit 


hits  a snag.  Because  the  title 
is  exactly  what  will  happen  in  the 
film,  so  much  of  first  hour  feels 
like  a preparation  of  this  epic- 
scale  gladiator  match  between 
man  and  a god. 


Those  themes  of  whether 
Superman  is  far  too  powerful 
for  the  planet  itself  to  control 
is  a tale  told  in  many  of  the 
hero’s  established  lore, 
but  that  preparation 
takes  away  so 
much  of  the 
philosophically 
interesting 
concepts 
that  were 
introduced. 
Things  that 
would  also  replace 
the  very  dark  tone  of 
the  film 


were 
strange 
psychological 
dreams, 
explosions, 
awkward  Jesse 
Eisenberg 
scenes  and 
absurd  plot 
points. 

Many  of  these 
issues  never 
lingered  too  long, 
as  the  film 
changes 
from 


ever  letting  up.  This  creates 
another  problem  however,  when 
one  scene  ends  at  a random  point 
and  another  scene  will  begin  out 


of  nowhere. 

A few  great  things  to  come 
from  all  the  hectic  editing  and 
bizarre  plot  points  were  the 
performances  from  the  cast 
Henry  Cavil  continues  to  play  a 
very  humble  Superman 

while  Ben 

Affleck 
plays  a 
much 
older 


When  the  action  hits,  it  hits 
really  hard  thematically.  Zack 
Snyder’s  direction  in  comic  book 
territory  still  delivers  when  it 
comes  to  pulling  these  characters 
to  the  big  screen,  which  echoed 
his  previous  work  in  Watchmen 
and  300. 

The  ending  also  serves  as  a bit 
of  controversy,  but  comes  as  a 
surprise  for  non-comic  book  fans. 

Speaking  of  the  comics, 
the  film  draws  a hard  line 
between  pandering  to 
fans  as  much  as  they 
can  in  an  almost  three 
hour  runtime,  and 
forcing  the  audience 
to  just  accept  all 
this  unexplained 
background 
that  left  more 
question  than 
answers. 

Batman  V 
Superman 


Batman 
that  feels 
both 
fresh  and 
exciting. 

Gal  Godot  also  played 
a great  30  minute 
performance  as  Wonder 
Woman,  while  the  slide- 
show  appearances  of  the 
rest  of  the  Justice  League 
showed  some  promise. 


everything 
onto  the  screen. 
Some  of  it  sticks, 
whfie  the  rest  of  the 
mess  feels  nothing 
more  than  just 
entertainment. 


super- 
hero film. 

Much  of 
the  idea  of 
Superman 
causing 
collateral 
damage  in 
Man  of  Steel  felt  appropriately 
addressed  and  set  the  plot  on 
the  right  direction  with  Bruce 


Copy  Editor 


Batman  V.  Superman:  Dawn 
of  Justice  is  as  fast-paced  as 
a speeding  bullet,  leaps  into 
absurdity  with  a single  bound 
and  certainly  contain  some 
powerful  spectacle. 

These  qualities  can  make 
great  popcorn  entertainment, 
but  much  of  the  film’s 
undertones,  themes  and  solid 
acting  felt  like  a complete 
waste  of  time  as  they  only 
felt  like  the  dressing  of 
an  overflowing  salad 
bowl. 

The  story  from 
the  first  act  does 
prove  to  be  an 
incredible 
opening 
for  a 


Be  Well  Prepared. 


FULL- AND  PART-TIME 
TRANSFER  PROGRAMS  IN: 

INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY  & MANAGEMENT 


INDUSTRIAL  TECHNOLOGY  & MANAGEMENT 


TRANSFER  SCHOLARSHIPS  AVAILABLE  FORJJC  STUDENTS 


WHEATON  • CHICAGO  • ONLINE 

IIT  School  of  . . ...  ... 

Applied  Technology  * appliedtech.nt.edu 

ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY  630.682.6000 


& 
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Really  into  video  games? 
Write  a review  and  send  it  to  us! 


Adult  Undergraduate  and  Graduate  Programs 

GOING  BACK 
TO  SCHOOLrIOl 


OPEN  HOUSE 


April  16, 2016 


Our  Spring  Open  House 
is  the  perfect  opportunity 
for  you  to  learn  more  about 
Lewis'  nationally  recognized 
programs  for  adults.  We 
make  returning  to  school 
easy  so  you  can  take  the  next 
step  in  your  career. 


SPRING 

OPEN  HOU! 

April  16, 2016 
8:30-11:30  a.m. 

Lewis  University  Main  Car 
St.  Charles  Borromeo 
101  Airport  Road 
Romeoville,  IL  60446 


Space  is  limited! 
Register  !ty  April  14. 


Register  today  at  lewisu.edu/youcandothis 


Attendees  will  receive: 

• Free  continental  breakfast 

• Your  $40  application 
fee  waived 

• Free  Lewis  University 
notebook  and  pen 

Leam  about  new 
programs  and  online 
format  offerings! 

„ LEWIS  ffl 

University  *1 

A Ctltttie  tad  I nmlhtm  UmmrtUf 


Attend  focused 

breakout  sessions 

• Aligning  Career  Goals 
with  Educational  Goals 

• Transfer/Adult  Undergraduate 
Degree  Programs 

• Financial  Aid  Options 

• Maximizing  your  VA  Benefits 

• Online  Learning: 

Facts  and  Myths 

• It's  All  About  the  Data! 

• Is  an  MBA  Still  Relevant? 

• Returning  to  School 
as  an  Adult 


Meet  with  faculty/ 
admission  counselors  In: 

• RN/BSN 

• Reading  Programs 

• English  as  a Second 
Language  (ESL) 

• Elementary  Education 

• Special  Education 

• More 


Unable  to  attend?  Contact  us  at  (815)  836-5610  or 

gradQtewisu.edu  to  schedule  an  appointment 
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By-' Leonardo  HireleS 


IF  YOU  WANT  A CAREER,  NOT  JUST  A DEGREE, 
YOU’RE  OUR  KIND  OF  DIFFERENT. 


Not  all  college  students  are  the  same.  But  all 
our  students  want  to  graduate  ready  for  a great 
career,  so  we  approach  education  differently. 
We  develop  courses  with  input  from  leading 
companies;  provide  flexibility  to  take  courses 
on  campus,  online  or  both;  and  give  you  the 
care  and  attention  you  deserve  - all  to  help  you 
achieve  your  educational  goals  and  make  you 
confident  going  into  your  career. 


Devry.edu/Chicagoland 

708.342.3100 

Tinley  Park  Campus 

18624  West  Creek  Drive 


DeVry  / 
University 

DIFFERENT  ON  PURPOSE 


10  Entertainment 


Disney’s  ‘Zootopia’  makes  impact 


BY  BRANDY  ANDERSEN 

Staff  Writer 

Zootopia.  Disney’s  latest 
animated  feature,  is  as  cuddly 
and  similar  as  they  come.  It  stars 
adorable  talking  animals;  they 
work  adorable  jobs  in  places  like 
farms,  ice  cream  shops,  and 
police  departments. 

At  first,  it  seems  to  embrace 
the  same  message  advertised 
by  most  children's  movies 
of  the  past  decade:  You  can 
be  anything  you  want  to  be. 
if  you  just  work  hard  and 
believe. 

However,  we  leam  life  is 
more  complicated  than  that. 

Forget  a lack  of  self-esteem 

these  fluffy  heroes’  primary 
obstacles  are  insidious  real-world  | 
forces  like  racism,  sexism,  fear, 
and  corruption.  Truly  noteworthy 
about  Zootopia  is  that  it's  an 
epic  symbol  for  the  complicated 
ways  in  which  race,  gender, 
and  difference  both  enrich  and 
complicate  our  lives. 

Zootopia  is  a smart,  truly 
fun  mystery  movie  brimming 
with  whimsy,  sharp  humor 
and  ^ instantly 


lovable 
characters — 

so  refreshing,  if  not  subversive. 
Here  is  an  animated  film 
from  the  kingpin  of  children’s 
entertainment  daring  to  discuss 
topics  as  politically  fraught  as 
racial  profiling. 

Its  tongue-in-cheek  references 
for  the  sometimes-ugly  real  life  is 
transparent  enough  for  both  kids 
and  adults  to  understand.  In  a 
year  when  the  leading  Republican 
presidential  frontrunner  has  made 
xenophobia,  Islamophobia  and 
general  bigotry  a core  part  of 
his  platform  of  lunacy,  Zootopia 
makes  a gutsy  attempt  at  breaking 
down  the  evils  of  prejudice. 

We  meet  Judy  Hopps,  a farm- 
raised  bunny  with  big-city 
dreams  of  becoming  a cop  despite 


no  rabbit  before  her  ever  having 
. done  so.  As  a kid  in  a school  play, 
she  re-enacted  how  predators 
and  prey  overcame  their  long, 
bloody  history  to  live  together  in 
supposed  harmony. 

Boldly  ignoring  the  fact  that 
she  is  easily  squash-able  by  all  her 
fellow  recruits,  Judy  learns  to  use 
her  size  to  her  advantage,  aces  her 
way  through  police  academy,  and 
is  assigned  to  a unit  in  Zootopia, 
i city  whose  mono  is  "anyone 
k can  be  anything.” 

* Judy,  an 
idealist,  rebuffs 
1 her  worried 

parents'  attempts 
^ to  arm  her  with 
^p>  anti-fox  repellent, 
since  she  believes 
foxes’  reputations 
for  being 

untrustworthy 
criminal 
is  just  a 
stereotype. 
But  after 


guessing  herself,  she 
begins  carrying  it 


Wilde  (voiced  by 
Jason  Bateman),  a fox  she  hustles 
into  helping  her  solve  a missing 
person’s  case. 

Zootopia  could  have  easily 
devolved  into  preachy  cliches — 
“don’t  judge  a book  by  its  cover,” 
but  to  its  credit,  it  continually 
works  to  both  undermine  audience 
expectations  and  weaken  the 
biases  and  assumptions  of  its 
heroes. 

Nick  jokingly  calls  Judy 
“emotional”  and  doubts  her 
driving  skills  because  she’s 
female — the  same  reason  her 
heartless  boss  first  assigns  her  to 
parking  duty  rather  than  an  active 
case.  Judy  patiently  explains  at 
one  point  that  it’s  OK  for  a bunny 


to  call  another  bunny  “cute,’’  but 
if  another  animal  says  it,  “well...” 
she  trails  off,  making  the  N-word 
parallel  clear. 

And  in  one  astounding  moment, 
Judy — again,  a well-intentioned, 
open-minded  young  bunny — 
actually  praises  Nick  for  being 
"articulate,’’  a tone-deaf  word  that 
smacks  of  condescension. 

A city-wide  mystery  over 
why  a handful  of  predators 
have  reverted  back  to  their 
pre-Zootopian,  “savage”  ways 
leaves  the  animal  city  divided  by 
fear  and  hysteria.  Suddenly  all 
predators  are  deemed  ticking  time 
bombs,  regardless  of  species  or 
background. 

Part  of  the  trouble  with 
Zootopia’s  animal 
kingdom-wide 
K metaphor  for  race 
L i s w and  prejudice, 
however,  comes 


P J u d y , 
now  a 
hero  cop  looked 
up  to  by  the  city’s 
inhabitants,  cites 
• the  “biology” 

[ of  predators 
a likely 
f explanation  for 
why  they’ve 
reverted  back  to 
“savagery.” 
Zootopia  truly 
ik  explaining  this 
b y suggesting  that 

in  this  world,  animals  have  long 
evolved  past  their  most  primitive 
instincts.  But  whether  or  not  that 
evolution  eliminated  predators’ 
desire  to  eat  prey,  or  whether  they 
simply  have  better  manners  these 
days,  is  left  vague. 

The  movie  itself  is 
definitely  in  the  outfield  for  what 
most  Disney  movies  are  about. 
In  my  opinion,  believe  it  is  so 
refreshing  to  see  something  that 
is  controversial  and  points  out 
the  wrong  in  the  world  in  a kid 
friendly  way  that  makes  it  easy 
to  understand.  As  well  as  fun  to 
watch  several  times  over. 

Still,  you’ve  got  to  admire 


the  film  for  going  where  no 
mainstream  children’s  comedy 
has  gone  before  in  sparking 
discussion  about  present-day 
discrimination.  It  does  everything 
it  can  to  ensure  that  no  parent 
comes  away  explaining  to  their 
kid  that  racism  existed  “back 
then”  but  not  now  (characters 
use  iPhone  lookalikes,  watch 
24/7  cable  news,  even  reference 


Frozen). 

While  hard  work  and  self- 
esteem still  go  a long  way  for  a 
furry  outcast  looking  to  achieve 
his  or  her  dreams,  empathy,  an 
open  mind,  and  an  understanding 
of  the  world  in  all  its  messy 
complexity  go  a lot  further.  It’s 
not  a perfect  message,  but  it’s  a 
solid  one  that  more  kids — and 
adults — could  stand  to  hear. 


‘Mortal 
Kombat  XL’ 
disappoints 


BY  )AR£K  MARTINEZ 

Copy  Editor 

Mortal  Kombat  XL  is  a 
game  that  awards  patient  buyers, 
but  may  also  serve  to  give  a 
complete  package  of  one  of  the 
series’  best  outings  as  a fighting 
game. 

This  is  the  very  same 
game  that  came  out  last  year, 
but  much  of  the  downloadable 
content  ihul  plagued  the  game’s 
reputation  is  all  packaged  into 
the  game  along  with  a much  more 
improved  online  multiplayer 
experience. 

Every  character  that 
came  from  the  downloadable 
content  are  all  part  of  the  game, 
which  brings  the  entire  roster 
up  to  33  characters  in  total.  In 
addition,  many  of  the  separate 
costume  DLC  for  characters 
were  also  added  into  the  mix. 

Some  of  the  new 
characters  released  a few  months 
back  look  to  add  new  gameplay 
styles  such  as  the  fast-paced  Bo 
rai  Cho  and  the  heavy-handed 
combat  from  Jason  Voorhees. 

The  options  of  gameplay 
feel  even  more  heightened  as 
each  character  have  three  styles 
that  would  give  them  different 


sets  of  moves  and  skills.  So 
theoretically,  there  is  about  99 
different  characters  to  choose 
from  based  on  tactics  and  move 
sets. 

Much  of  the  rest  of  the 
game  is  mostly  the  same  with  the 
addition  of  all  the  DLC  bundled 
into  the  game,  but  the  fighting 
mechanics  and  reply  value  are 
still  there. 

As  unimportant  as  it 
may  seem,  a fighting  game  that 
gives  options  and  encourages 
progression  to  become  better  is 
hard  to  come  by.  In  fact,  an  old 
fighting  game  repackaged  with 
all  the  DLC  is  making  a certain 
next-gen  fighting  game  look  even 
worse  in  comparison. 

Mortal  Kombat  XL 
may  be  just  another  way  to  ride 
out  more  money  to  an  already 
popular  game,  but  at  least  those 
who  had  expected  the  company 
to  bring  this  out  were  aware  of 
the  last  time  this  stunt  was  pulled 
off  in  Mortal  Kombat;  Komplete 
Edition. 

It  is  a game  that  sadly 
should  not  be  as  recommended 
as  it  should  be,  but  the  fact  that  it 
can  deliver  triple  the  content  than 
the  likes  of  Street  Fighter  5 is  a 
real  sign  that  the  fighting  game 
genre  needs  to  try  much  harder. 


Entertainment  11 

10  Cloverfleld  Lcine-.^ a sports  throws 
is  a solid  thriller  j knockout  punch 


with  UFC  2 


BY  )AREK  MARTINEZ 

Copy  Editor 

10  Cloverfleld  Lane  is  an 
atmospheric  thriller  that  separates 
itself  from  the  first  film  by  giving 
great  performances,  memorable 
characters  and  tension  that  works 
almost  the  whole  way  through. 

The  film  takes  place  within  the 
same  universe  as  Cloverfleld,  but 
much  of  the  film  never  references 
ormaintains  that  idea.  Ifanything, 
the  film  tries  to  make  sure  that  it 
is  a completely  different  movie 
telling  a very  different  story. 

John  Goodman.  Mary 
Elizabeth  Winstead  and  John 
Gallagher  Jr.  bring  out  powerful 
performances  that  keeps  the 
film  interesting  considering  they 
are  the  only  characters  that  are 
involved  in  the  story. 

This  isolation  setting  helps 
give  more  meaning  to  each  of 
the  character’s  feelings  and 
motivations  while  also  relating  to 
the  audience  by  pulling  off  some 
very  meaningful  scenes  that  kept 
the  stakes  high. 

Even  when  so  much  of  the  plot 
became  predictable  by  the  peak  of 
the  rising  action,  strong  relatable 
characters  helped  the  enjoyment 


of  watching  them  overcome  their 
obstacles  to  survive. 

Winstead  essentially  carried 
the  entire  film  as  the  protagonist, 
and  exemplified  how  the  role  of  a 
female  character  is  no  different  to 
a male  character  as  she  never  felt 
restricted  to  cliches  or  romantic 
trappings. 

Goodman’s  transformation 
from  knowledgeable  outsider  to 
menacing  threat  felt  unsettling 
considering  his  previous 
film  roles,  and  much  of  his 
performance  comes  from  his 
dead-pan  expressions. 

The  themes  the  film  touched 
upon  felt  very  relevant  in  today’s 
world  of  news  and  information. 
Skepticism  of  information  and 
how  people  question  a source’s 
validity  that  others  accept  as  truth 
was  too  hard  not  to  relate  to  in 
some  shape  or  form. 

A small  film  with  amazing 
performances  feels  almost  non- 
existent in  today’s  entertainment 
society  of  heavy-handed 
blockbuster  and  “10  Cloverfleld 
Lane”delivers  a very  creative 
thriller  that  leaves  a lot  of  room 
for  interpretation,  until  you  reach 
the  end. 

The  film’s  conclusion  will 
likely  create  its  own  controversy 


that  may  make  or  break  the  film’s 
overall  story. 

So  much  of  the  ending  to  a 
certain  degree  kind  of  negates 
the  tension  that  the  film  builds 
up  and  also  pits  the  character 
under  scenarios  that  would  have 
been  much  more  appropriate  in 
an  aforementioned  blockbuster 
films. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  film 
sets  up  another  story  that  wil 
hopefully  be  just  as  character  anc 
story-driven  as  this  one  set  out  to 
be  from  the  beginning. 

Overall,  “10  Cloverfleld 
Lane”  is  a movie  that  feels  like  it 
came  out  of  nowhere  in  terms  o: 
building  an  unexpected  franchise 
while  also  delivering  a soli< 
narrative  that  definitely  worker 
to  a terrifying  degree  as  it  seems 
to  place  itself  very  nicely  in  the 
thriller  and  horror  genre. 


Courtesy  of  movienewspress.com 


By  Elias  albert 

Staff  Writer 

EA  Sports  just  released  its 
second  installation  of  the  UFC 
series  with  UFC  2 on  March  1 7. 

The  game  has  UFC  standouts 
featherweight  champion  Conor 
VlcGregor  and  former  women's 
bantamweight  champion  Ronda 
Mousey. 

Besides  the  game  cover  being 
a potential  curse  on  the  two 
standouts,  because  they’ve  both 
lost  since  being  placed  on  the 
cover,  fans  of  the  UFC  should 
find  the  game  to  be  satisfying. 

The  presentation  of  the  game 
is  a true  example  of  EA  Sports, 
through  Ignite’s  engine,  showing 
off  their  capabilities. 

While  the  recent  of  EA  Sports 
games,  like  Madden  16  and  FIFA 
16,  were  excellent  when  it  came 
to  graphics  and  presentation, 
UFC  2 seems  to  take  it  to  the  next 
level. 

The  fighters  are  created 
in  a likeness  that  is  beyond 
recognizable,  not  just  in  looks 
but  in  facial  expressions 
and  tendencies.  It’s  as  if  the 
developers  took  time  to  pin- 
point even’  individual  fighter’s 
features. 

No  sports  videogame  can 
be  complete  without  broadcast 
simulation  and  this  seems  to  be  a 
priority  in  UFC  2. 

Mike  Goldberg  and  Joe  Rogan 
supply  much-more  realistic 
commentary  and  the  typical 
pay-per-view  graphics  you'd  see 
when  watching  the  UFC  are  also 
present. 

In  comparison  to  the  previous 
game,  the  gameplay  is  much 
more  realistic  and  adaptable. 

Unlike  before,  the  game  is  a 
lot  more  forgiving  to  those  who 
haven’t  mastered  even-  aspect  of 
the  game's  arsenal  of  potential 
moves. 

Before,  if  a player  struggled 
with  their  ground  game  they’d 
often  be  limited  to  resulting  to 
stand-up  combat  and  would  be 


at  a disadvantage  when  they’d  be 
taken  down. 

With  this  game,  transitions 
of  the  ground  and  submission 
defense  are  much  easier  and 
evens  the  playing  field. 

The  new  feature  that  has  players 
excited  is  the  new  “Knockout 
Mode”  which  exclusively 
involves  stand-up  combat  and  hit 
meters,  where  players  try  to  send 
their  opponent  down  before  their 
own  meter  runs  ouL 

“Knockout  Mode”  is  perfect 
for  players  who  are  new  to  the 
game  and  looking  to  practice  and 
just  simply  enjoy  quick  games 
with  entertaining  knockouts. 

The  career  mode  is  similar  to 
the  last  game,  but  the  sequence 
feels  like  it’s  changed. 

It  took  my  fighter  a 15-0 
UFC  record,  with  14  knockouts, 
to  finally  earn  a shot  at  the 
welterweight  championship. 

While  this  may  be  effective  in 
the  way  that  I had  to  earn  my  way 
to  the  top  as  a young  fighter,  I 
think  knocking  my  opponents  out 
so  quickly  should  give  me  more 
of  a boost  in  the  competition, 
rather  than  fighting  simulated 
fighters  for  15  fights. 

Other  than  that  career  mode 
was  fun  and  captured  the  true 
feeling  and  significance  of  a 
championship  fight,  when  the 
time  came.  I actually  took  pride 
in  winning  the  title. 

Players  will  have  a choice 
from  every  men’s  and  women's 
division  and  over  250  fighters 
overall.  Fighters  like  McGregor, 
Jon  Jones  and  Nate  Diaz,  among 
others,  are  usable  in  multiple 
divisions. 

Also,  players  can  even  find 
ways  to  use  characters  like  Joe 
Rogan,  Mike  Tyson,  Bas  Rutten. 
Bruce  Lee  and  Kazushi  Sakuraba. 

Overall,  EA  Sports  UFC  2 
was  a successful  effort  by  the 
company  and  may  even  assist  the 
UFC  in  earning  some  additional 
followers. 

The  game  was  fun  for  both 
committed  fans  of  the  sport  and 
casual  gamers  alike. 


Courtesy  of  officialtv.com 
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NBA  season  needs  to  end 


By  Elias  albert 

Staff  Writer 


There  hasn’t  really  been 
anything  quite  like  the  NBA  in 
20*16. 

This  season  has  become  so 
unique  for  a number  of  reasons, 
like  the  historical  success  and 
consistency  of  the  Warriors  and 
the  retirement  tour  of  Laker 
legend  Kobe  Bryant. 

But,  as  of  the  last  week  of 
March,  things  have  gotten  even 
more  unique  and  quite  honestly 
awkward. 

For  this,  the  attention  is  once 
again  aimed  at  the  Lakers  roster, 
in  a feud  between  two  teammates 
and  a hip  hop  star. 


In  case  it  fell  under  the  radar. 
Lakers  shooting  guard  Nick 
Young,  who  is  engaged  to  Iggy 
Azalea,  was  recorded  on  video 
discussing  his  infidelity  by 
teammate  D’Angelo  Russell. 

The  video  was  later  leaked 
and  controversy  ensued.  With  the 
events  unfolding,  the  Lakers  lost 
to  the  Utah  Jazz  by  48  points,  the 
worst  loss  in  Bryant’s  career,  with 
just  a handful  of  games  left  in  it. 

But  that  was  only  part  of  what 
has  become  a daytime  drama  of  a 
week  for  the  NBA. 

Cavalier  point  guard  Kyrie 
Irving  found  out  his  girlfriend, 
singer  Kehlani,  cheated  on  him 
with  musician  PartyNextDoor 
through  an  Instagram  post,  by  all 
means. 

On  top  of  that,  Kehlani  reported 
attempted  suicide  and  in  all  the 
negativity  that  surrounded  her. 

This  has  also  been  a part  of  a 
season  that  is  seeing  the  inevitable 
downfall  of  the  careers  of  a 
number  of  players,  like  former 
defensive  specialist  Dwight 
Howard  who  can’t  seem  to  guard 
anyone  now. 

Of  course  with  Bryant  retiring, 
an  appropriate  sendoff  would 
be  to  put  together  a healthy  and 


respectable  season.  Instead,  the 
Lakers  are  the  second-worst  team 
in  the  league  and  can’t  seem  to 
keep  their  own  relations  together. 

Outside  of  Golden  State  and 
San  Antonio,  the  majority  of  the 
teams  can’t  quite  seem  to  get  their 
winning  formulas  consistently 
together. 

It  has  gotten  to  the  point  where 
it  all  is  starting  to  get  old,  since 
the  off-thc-court  drama  and 
on-court  disappointments  have 
begun  to  overpower  the  positives 
of  the  season. 

What  does  it  all  come  down  to? 
Simply  the  idea  this  season  needs 
to  end. 

Of  course  this  isn’t  a suggestion 
the  season  should  be  cut  short  by 
any  means,  but  if  through  some 
miraculous  divinity  the  season 
suddenly  ended,  and  the  Warriors 
received  the  championship  any 
fan  knows  they’ll  probably  get 
anyway,  it  wouldn’t  be  all  that 
bad. 

But  in  reality,  that  won’t  happen 
and  the  season  will  continue  to 
play  itself  out. 

At  the  very  least,  the  regular 
season  is  nearing  its  end,  which 
should  filter  out  quite  a bit  of  the 
noise  and  negativity. 


Bryant  will  have  appeared  in 
his  final  NBA  game,  which  is  sure 
to  be  something  worth  watching. 

The  hope  is  that  the 
relationships  between  teammates 
and  respective  partners  can  work 
themselves  out,  and  avoid  being 
too  much  of  a distraction  in  the 
future. 

With  the  offseason,  teams 
like  the  Chicago  Bulls,  the  New 
York  Knicks  and  the  Houston 
Rockets  can  potentially  pull 
pieces  together  and  improve  their 
rosters  built  around  the  longevity 
of  aging  stars. 

More  than  anything,  the  interest 
of  fans  needs  at  least  a break 
from  all  of  the  added  ncgalmfy 


Photo  Courtesy  of  You  tube. com 
It  gets  to  a point  where,  as  a fan, 
it  all  becomes  so  recycled  and 
repetitive. 

While  controversy  and 
storylines  are  always  good  for  an 
occasional  read  and  following, 
there  is  a certain  level  where  it 
becomes  just  too  much. 


Correction:  March  9 

In  our  last  issue,  players 
were  incorrectly  identified  in 
photos.  Corrections:  baseball 
player,  TJ  Condon;  soft- 
ball  player  (Inside),  Bianca 
Jimenez;  softball  player  (Back 
Cover),  Heidi  Dockstader. 


TRANSFER  TO 


NORTH  . 
CENTRAL 
COLLEGE 


We  Offer: 

• Planning  with  a knowledgeable 
North  Central  transfer  counselor 

• Smooth  transfer  of  credit 

• Generous  transfer  academic 
scholarships  and  financial  aid 


Learn  More! 

Visit  North  Central  College 

Transfer  Information  Sessions 

{group  setting) 

Upcoming  dates:  March  12, 

April  5,  April  15,  May  23 

S.T.O.P.  In 

I Student  Transfer  Organisational  Plan! 

• Individual  setting 

• Daytime,  evening  and  Saturday 
options 

Customized  Visits 

• Individual  setting 

• Weekdays 

For  more  information  and  to  reguest  a visit, 

go  to  northcentralcollege.edu/ 
transfer-visit  or  call  630-637-5800 
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MLB  2016 

New  season,  new  storylines 


Courtesy  ofreddit.com 


BY  ADAM  TUMINO 

Sports  Editor 

The  2016  MLB  season  is  upon 
us.  It  is  a season  full  of  potential 
intrigue,  major  milestones,  and 
an  overall  shift  of  the  baseball 
power  structure.  The  MLB  will 
also  be  taking  steps  to  increase  its 
appeal  and  market,  so  2016  will 
likely  be  an  interesting  season. 

The  offseason  was  marked  by 
several  high-profile  free  agents, 
mainly  pitchers,  going  to  new 
clubs.  In  many  cases,  they  went 
to  division  rivals. 

Left-handed  starter  and  former 
CY  Young  winner  David  Price 
accepted  a huge  contract  from  the 
Boston  Red  Sox,  leaving  their  AL 
East  rivals  the  Toronto  Blue  Jays. 

Another  former  CY  Young 
winner  relocated  to  a division  foe. 
Zack  Greinke  left  the  Dodgers  to 
join  the  Arizona  Diamondbacks. 

Star  outfielder  Jason  Hayward 
moved  on  from  the  St.  Louis 
Cardinals  to  join  the  heated  rival 
Chicago  Cubs.  The  26-year-old 
Gold  Glover  made  the  rivalry 
between  the  two  fan  bases  even 
more  intense. 


His  presence 
will  surely  aid  a 
young  Cubs  team 
that  finished  with 
the  third-best 
record  in  baseball 
last  year.  The  Cubs 
are  favored  to 
the  NL  Central, 
but  expect  fierce 
resistance  from 
the  Cardinals  and 
Pittsburgh  Pirates. 

Also,  Greinke’s 
arrival  in  the  desert 
could  potentially 
reshape  the  NL 
West,  with  the  Dodgers,  Giants, 
and  Diamondbacks  all  vying  for 
the  division  crown. 

In  the  NL  East,  expect  the 
Washington  Nationals  to  take 
a major  step  forward  after  a 
disappointing  2015  campaign. 
Behind  ace  Max  Scherzer  and 
reigning  MVP  Bryce  Harper, 
the  Nats  can  easily  challenge  the 
upstart  Mets. 

The  AL  Central  is  an 
especially-interesting  division. 
Each  club  has  the  potential  to 
win,  or  lose,  90  games.  The 
White  Sox  added  slugging  third 
baseman  Todd  Frazier,  and  are 


aiming  for  the  division  crown. 

The  defending  World  Series 
champion  Kansas  City  Royals 
are  being  overlooked  by  many 
experts,  but  it  is  hard  to  count 
them  out  The  Tigers,  Twins,  and 
Indians  are  also  poised  to  make  a 
run. 

There  are  also  several 
milestones  to  watch  for  in  2016. 
The  impending  retirement  of 
Red  Sox  slugger  and  Boston 
sports  legend  David  Ortiz 
should  be  a dominant  storyline. 
Also,  controversial  Yankee  Alex 
Rodriguez  is  approaching  Babe 


Ruth’s  714  home  run  mark. 

He  will  likely  achieve  this 
milestone,  but  will  be  the  target 
of  mixed  responses.  The  young 
Chicago  Cubs  are  also  favored 
by  many  outlets  to  win  the 
World  Series  this  season.  It 
would  be  their  first  title  since 
1908.  Even  if  they  just  win 
the  NL,  it  would  be  their  first 
pennant  since  1945. 

Another  thing  to  watch  for 
is  a complete  changing  of  the 
guard. 

Last  season  saw  an  explosion 
of  young  talent  burst  onto  the 


scene.  The  2015  rookie 
class  was  one  of  the 
best  in  recent  memory. 

The  likes  of 

Kris  Bryant,  Noah 
Syndergaard,  Francisco 
Lindor,  and  Carlos 

Correa  proved  that  age 
is  just  a number.  Add  to 
that  some  of  the  more 
experienced  young 
players  like  Mike 

Trout,  Bryce  Harper, 
and  Jose  Fernandez, 
and  a cultural  shift  will 
soon  take  baseball  by 
storm. 

Players  are  playing 

with  more  flare  and 
personality.  Bat  flips  and  fist 
pumps  are  quickly  becoming 
the  norm,  despite  the  old  guard’s 
attempt  to  stave  off  the  new  wave 
of  personality. 

If  baseball  wishes  to  match  the 
popularity  of  more  expressive 
sports,  like  football  and 
basketball,  the  young  players  will 
have  to  lead  this  movement 
Young  talent,  reshaped 
divisions,  and  potential  history 
and  milestones  should  make  for 
an  interesting  2016  season. 
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Trump  not  as  smart  as  he  thinks 


By  Adam  Tumi  no 


Sports  Editor 

Many,  many  stupid  things 
have  been  said  by  presidential 
candidates  during  this  campaign 
season.  Many  of  these  things 
have  come  out  of  one  mouth. 
This  is  the  big,  puckered  mouth 
of  one  Donald  Trump. 

His  nonsensical,  sociopathic 
ramblings  have  targeted  a wide 
range  of  people.  On  more  than 
one  occasion,  the  targets  of 
Trump's  garbage  dispenser  of 
a mouth  have  been  the  Ricketts 
family,  who  own  the  Chicago 
Cubs. 

Back  in  February,  Trump  was 
informed  that  Marlene  Ricketts, 
the  family  matriarch,  had  donated 


several  million  dollars  to  a super- 
PAC  that  works  directly  against 
his  campaign.  This  obviously 
rubbed  him  the  wrong  way,  and 
he  took  to  twitter  to  express  his 
feelings,  like  a passive-aggressive 
teenager  would. 

After  misspelling  Ricketts  in 
his  post,  he  went  on  the  say  that 
“they  better  be  careful,  they  have 
a lot  to  hide!" 

He  of  course  never  made  clear 
what  their  diabolical  secret  was. 
The  Ricketts  and  the  public  just 
brushed  this  away  as  no  big  deal, 
because  it  really  wasn’t  a big  deal 
at  all. 

But  then  he  cranked  up  the 
stupid  meter  to  11.  Earlier  this 
month  during  an  interview 
with  the  editorial  board  of  the 
Washington  Post,  he  elaborated 
on  his  weird  comments. 

“I’ll  start  doing  ads  about 
their  baseball  team.  That  it’s  not 
properly  run,”  Trump  said.  Yeah, 
sure.  The  Cubs  are  in  terrible 
shape  right  now. 

Where  do  we  even  begin  to 
prove  this  point  wrong?  First  off, 
there  are  already  ads  out  about  the 
Cubs.  They  are  hype  ads  being 
played  before  the  season  in  which 
the  Cubs  are  favored  to  win  a 
World  Series  title. 

They  are  coming  off  a season 
in  which  they  were  the  third 


best  team  in  baseball,  and  many 
experts  predict  they  will  win  over 
100  games. 

Your  point  is  not  looking  too 
good  right  now,  Donald.  I’m  pretty 
sure  that  poorly  run  organizations 
rarely  receive  this  much  positive 
attention.  But  let’s  not  stop  there, 
this  is  too  much  fun. 

We  already  have  enough 
evidence  to  prove  Mr.  Trump 
wrong,  but  there  is  so  much  more 
evidence  at  our  fingertips  to  go 
even  further. 

After  the  Ricketts  family 
purchased  the  team,  they  hired  star 
executive  Theo  Epstein  to  be  the 
President  of  Baseball  Operations. 
Epstein  made  a name  for  himself 
in  Boston  after  constructing  the 
first  World  Champion  Red  Sox 
Team  since  World  War  I. 

In  Chicago,  he  has  picked  up 
where  he  left  off,  acquiring  front- 
line young  talent  at  an  alarming 
rate.  The  Cubs  minor  league 
system  grew  from  one  of  the 
worst  in  the  league  to  arguably 
the  best. 

He  also  replaced  the  Cubs’ 
archaic  scouting  department  and 
outdated  technology  and  made 
the  Cubs  a Mecca  for  baseball 
analytics.  He  also  hired  perhaps 
the  best  manager  in  baseball,  Joe 
Maddon,  to  lead  the  young  Cubs. 

So,  the  Ricketts  bought  the 


Cubs,  hired  the  right  people,  and 
turned  this  laughing  stock  of  a 
franchise  into  a serious  contender. 
I’m  finding  it  harder  and  harder 
to  find  any  evidence  of  poor 
leadership  from  the  Ricketts.  But 
Trump  says  it  is  there,  so  let’s 
keep  looking  shall  we? 

We’ve  covered  the  baseball 
side  of  the  Cubs,  but  now  let’s 
look  at  the  business  and  financial 
ends  of  things. 

In  2009,  the  Ricketts  family 
bought  the  Cubs  from  the  Tribune 
Company  for  $700  million. 
That’s  a hefty  sum,  and  if  Trump 
is  correct,  the  value  of  the  team 
will  surely  have  dropped  since 
then. 

But  wait!  Just  this  month. 
Forbes  valued  the  franchise’s 
value  at  a whopping  $2.2  billion, 
a 12.2  percent  increase  from  just 
last  year.  The  Ricketts  family 
have  more  than  tripled  their 
investment.  I’m  not  quite  sure 
how  this  reflects  poor  leadership 
on  their  part. 

Donald  Trump  has  also 
increased  his  value  by  much 
more  than  this  during  his 
lifetime.  His  business  acumen  is 
unquestionable.  But  this  doesn’t 
mean  that  anything  less  than  his 
success  is  poor  business.  A return 
of  around  300  percent  sounds 
pretty  good  to  me. 


But  of  course,  the  value  of  the 
Cubs  is  controlled  by  more  than 
just  the  Ricketts  family.  Many 
sports  franchises  arc  increasing  in 
value.  The  Ricketts,  according  to 
Trump,  would  be  too  shortsighted 
to  ensure  future  earnings. 

But,  of  course,  they  are  taking 
steps  for  consistent  growth.  Just 
this  month,  they  purchased  three 
more  rooftop  buildings  across 
from  the  ballpark,  and  now  own 
six  such  properties.  There  are 
also  plans  in  place  to  build  a 
“Cubs  Village’'  so  to  speak.  The 
Ricketts  arc  buying  up  land  all 
over  the  place,  creating  steady 
revenue  streams. 

They  plan  to  build  a hotel 
and  plaza  across  the  street  from 
Wrigley  Field,  and  will  get 
the  revenue  from  this  likely- 
successful  venture.  Also,  the 
Cubs  have  plans  in  place  to  start 
their  own  TV  network  in  2020, 
similar  to  what  the  New  York 
Yankees  have  done. 

These  things  will  lead  to  an 
ever  growing  payroll  for  Epstein 
and  the  front  office  to  work  with. 
More  money  means  more  talent. 
More  talent  means  more  wins. 
More  wins  mean  more  money. 
You  don’t  have  to  be  a genius  to 
understand  this  business  model. 
So  1 guess  the  all-knowing  Trump 
isn’t  quite  so  all-knowing. 


Stanton  growing  as  freshman 


By  Shanielle  Fulton 


Co-Editor 


Freshman  Stacy  Stanton  has 
made  an  impact  on  the  Lady 
Wolves’  roster.  Statistically,  she’s 
been  among  the  team’s  best. 

Stanton  comes  to  JJC  from 
local  Joliet  West  High  School.  In 
her  senior  season,  she  was  part  of 
a team  that  went  8-5.. 

“Stacy  has  been  a huge  tribute 
to  the  team,”  coach  Kerry  O’Shea 
said.  “She  is  kind  of  holding  our 
pitching  staff  together.” 

Currently,  Stanton  holds  the 
duel  position  of  being  a pitcher 
and  an  infielder. 

When  it  comes  to  her  play 
in  the  infield,  she  has  recorded 
25  putouts  and  an  .857  fielding 
percentage. 

Stanton  along  with  the  rest  of 
the  team  have  been  impressive  in 
their  infield  ability,  according  to 
O’Shea, 

“When  we  have  someone  else 
on  the  mound,”  O’Shea  said.  “1 
have  her  over  at  third,  and  she  has 
a really  good  glove  over  there.  I 
wish  I could  split  her  in  half  and 
put  her  in  both  positions  at  the 
same  time  ” 

Stanton  is  described  as  being 
a good  addition  to  the  team,  with 
both  her  coach  and  teammates 
speaking  highly  of  her.  However, 
nothing  happens  overnight. 


She  started  off  as  a catcher  at 
Crest  Hill  Little  League  Softball. 
She  says  she  went  there  because 
that’s  where  her  sister  played. 

Stanton  played  for  Crest  Hill 
until  her  early-teenage  years,  then 
switched  over  to  Romeoville. 
Now  at  JJC,  she’s  been  continuing 
to  play  the  sport  and  has  been 
focused  on  improvement. 

“I  feel  like  I’m  improving 
individually,”  Stanton  said.  “My 
pitching  is  getting  better.  I'm 
getting  different  pitches  and  my 
locations  have  been  better.” 

Coach  O’Shea  agrees  and  has 
nothing  but  positive  things  to  say. 

“She’s  definitely  a dedicated 
person,"  O’Shea  said.  “She  is 
very  determined  and  works  very 
hard.  She’s  got  fire  in  her,  that’s 
for  sure." 

Not  only  does  she  have  the 
support  of  her  coach,  she  also  has 
the  support  of  her  teammates  as 
well. 

“Stacy  is  good  at  staying 
focused  on  the  mound,"  freshman 
catcher  and  infielder  Casey  Furst 
said.  “She  is  good  at  pushing 
through  and  throwing  strikes,  and 
makes  sure  she  does  what  she 
needs  to  do.” 

Stanton  has  said  that  she  and 
the  team  have  a good  relationship. 
She  added  that  she  can  "honestly 
sit  down  and  have  an  hour  long 
conversation  with  each  one  of  my 
teammates.” 

The  Lady  Wolves  have 
chemistry,  according  to  Stanton 


and  it’s  one  of  the  things  that  she 
likes  about  the  team. 

Freshman  catcher  Delaney 
Bullock  said  Stanton,  “can  do 
her  best  to  help  us  out  and  push 
through  our  mistakes." 

O’Shea  said  that  she  also  has 
a lot  of  faith  with  Stanton  on  the 
mound. 

Described  as  being 


hardworking,  dedicated  and 
known  to  follow  through,  Stanton 
says  she  looks  up  to  one  person. 

“My  sister,”  Stanton  said. 
“She  played  here  and  1 followed 
her  first  steps  from  growing  up, 
through  high  school,  and  coming 
here.” 

When  asked  about  the  best 
advice  she  received  about  playing 


the  sport,  she  cited  this: 

“You  don’t  get  to  play  softball 
forever.  We're  getting  to  the  age 
where  it’s  kind  of  coming  to  an 
end.  so  use  the  time  now  to  do 
what  you  need  to  do." 

Stacy  Stanton  is  an  improving 
player  and  one  can  only  wait  to 
see  exactly  what  she’s  going  to 
do  next. 
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the  conference  chase  once  again. 

They  have  opened  up 
conference  play  with  a 5-1 
record.  This  follows  the  example 
of  last  season’s  club,  who 
finished  the  year  with  a 17-7 
conference  record. 

“These  are  guys  we’re  going 
to  see  down  the  road  when  the 
playoffs  start,”  associate  head 
coach  Gregg  Braun  said.  “It 
builds  a little  confidence.” 

“When  we  start  seeing 
opponents  that  we’re  going  to  see 
down  the  road  in  May.”  Braun 
said.  “It  is  nice  to  get  some  wins 
and  get  a little  confidence  against 
those  teams.” 

The  Wolves’  offensive 
numbers  have  been  lower  than 
last  year’s,  but  are  on  the  rise. 
Pitching  numbers  are  also 
leveling  out,  after  being  inflated 
by  the  early-season  competition. 

“Pitching  has  not  been  that 
bad,"  Braun  said.  “We’re  going 
into  St.  Louis  with  no  games, 
when  that  team  had  15.  In 
Nashville  we  are  seeing  teams 
with  25  to  30  games  under  their 
belts.” 

Once  again,  there  is  an  instance 


of  the  early-spring  trips  creating 
problems  for  the  Wolves. 

“So  the  numbers  are  a little 
inflated,  the  pitching  has  not 
been  that  bad,”  Braun  said.  “Our 
hitting  was  struggling  a little 
bit,  especially  on  the  spring  trip, 
which  is  going  to  happen." 

But  the  struggles  against  the 
more-experienced  southern 
teams  aren’t  necessarily  a bad 
thing.  The  increased  competition 
has  likely  contributed  to  their 
success  against  conference  foes 
early  on.  The  spring  trips  help 
fine-tune  the  team  on  the  fly. 

Overall,  home  games  have 
been  much  more  kind  to  the 
Wolves,  who  own  an  8-3  record 
on  their  home  field.  Their  road 
record  of  4-10  is  very  reflective 
of  the  spring  trips. 

Still,  the  early-offensive 
numbers  are  pretty  solid. 
The  team’s  slash  line  sits  at 
.276/.344/.395.,  which  are  all  in 
or  near  the  top-50  in  the  nation. 

Freshman  outfielder  Davis 
Purviance  has  produced  so  far. 
Although  he  has  only  appeared 
in  14  games,  he  has  posted  a 
slash  line  of  .362/.423/.553, 


while  knocking  in  six  runs. 

Sophomores  Jake  Drada  and 
Steven  Wittkamp  are  leading 
the  Wolves  in  power  production. 
Drada  has  five  home  runs  and  1 9 
RBI.  Wittkamp  has  added  1 7 RBI 
and  has  gone  deep  three  times. 

On  the  pitching  side,  the 
numbers  are  beginning  to  settle 
down  after  a few  rough  outings 
early  on.  Last  season’s  ace  Tom 
Jeffries  is  once  again  leading 
the  team  in  innings  pitched 
with  26.  His  6.58  ERA  has  been 
decreasing  and  will  continue  to  in 
all  likelihood. 

The  Wolves  most  consistent 
pitcher  has  been  sophomore 
Patrick  Kenny.  Also  the  power 
forward  on  the  basketball  team, 
Kenny  has  started  two  games, 
appearing  in  seven  total.  His 
record  is  2-0  and  he  is  tied  for  the 
team  lead  with  21  strikeouts. 

He  has  struck  out  this  many 
batters  in  19.2  innings  of  work, 
and  has  also  posted  a team  high 
ERA  of  .092. 

So  most  pitching  numbers  are 
leveling  out  after  some  early 
inflation.  However,  there  is  one 
pitching  stat  to  keep  an  eye  on. 


The  Wolves  pitching  staff  has 
walked  opponents  90  time  so 
far.  The  1.7  strikeout-to-walk 
ratio  will  need  to  decrease  as  the 
season  goes  on,  or  the  Wolves 
will  likely  have  trouble  keeping 


opponents  off  the  scoreboard. 

The  good  conference  record 
bodes  well  for  the  Wolves,  who 
will  keep  attempting  to  reach  last 
season’s  goaf  and  try  to  achieve 
more. 


Photo  by  Adam  Tumino 


Starting  pitcher  Patrick  Kenny  delivers  a pitch  against  Harper  Col- 
lege during  a home  win  on  March  25. 


Lady  Wolves  turning  in  right  direction 


By  Stacy  Becker 

Staff  Writer 

After  a disappointing  2015 
season,  the  JJC  Softball  team  is 
attempting  to  steer  the  program 
in  the  right  direction  this  season. 
Although  she  has  been  a part  of 
the  program  for  three  years,  this 
is  Kerri  O’Shea’s  first  year  as 
head  coach. 

“We’re  definitely  in  the 
process  of  rebuilding  the 
program,"  O’Shea  said  regarding 
this  season.  As  expected  of  a 
rebuilding  year,  there  have  been 
some  mixed  results. 

O’Shea  and  the  Lady  Wolves 
have  three  returning  sophomores 


this  year.  Tiffany  Beckman, 
Kaitlyn  Sullivan  and  Christina 
Budd.  There  are  also  nine 
freshmen  bringing  the  roster  to 
12  players.  So  depth  is  not  an 
advantage  for  this  team. 

The  Lady  Wolves  have  one 
win  this  season  through  their 
first  22  games.  On  March  4, 
they  shut  out  Harper  College 
with  a score  of  8-0.  Since  then, 
they  have  struggled  to  score 
enough  runs  to  win  games,  and 
have  lost  20  straight. 

This  comes  after  a 2015 
season  in  which  they  went 
4-35.  As  a team  so  far  in  2016, 
their  slash  line  at  the  plate  is 
.266/.315/.388. 


On  the  positive  side,  they  are 
ranked  fifth  in  the  nation  with 
seven  triples  and  ninth  in  the 
nation  with  24  stolen  bases. 

Rachel  Andrade,  a freshman 
infielder,  leads  the  team  with  14 
runs  off  1 9 hits.  She  has  hit  two 
of  the  team’s  four  home  runs,  and 
has  collected  four  triples  and  five 
stolen  bases  Andrade  has  posted 
a .365  batting  average  and  .692 
slugging  percentage.  She  also  has 
three  doubles  and  four  RBIs. 

Kaitlyn  Sullivan,  a sophomore 
infielder,  leads  the  team  with 
seven  doubles  and  1 1 RBIs.  Her 
batting  average  is  .362  with  a .61 7 
slugging  percentage,  and  she  has 
added  1 7 hits.  Her  average  is  24 


points  higher  than  last  season, 
and  her  slugging  percentage  is 
1 66  points  higher. 

Tiffany  Beckman,  also  a 
sophomore  infielder,  has  seven 
RBI  from  18  hits.  She  has 
crossed  the  plate  seven  times 
and  has  three  stolen  bases.  Her 
batting  average  is  .340  and  her 
slugging  percentage  .453,  both 
numbers  being  higher  than  last 
season’s. 

The  Wolves  have  been 
swinging  the  bats  well,  but  not 
bringing  in  enough  runs  to  win 
games.  They  are  playing  from 
two  to  four  games  a week  and 
with  a small  roster  of  twelve, 
there  isn’t  much  rotation. 


Another  roadblock  is  that 
there  are  some  tough  teams  in 
the  conference,  and  region.  In 
their  region.  College  of  DuPage 
is  16-5  and  Rock  Valley  is  22-7. 

As  the  season  continues,  the 
Lady  Wolves  will  leam  more 
about  their  opponents  and  be 
better  prepared.  With  some 
persistence,  there  is  still  time 
to  build  their  confidence  and 
improve  their  game. 

But  rebuilding  is  the  main 
goal  for  the  programs.  While 
wins  are  nice,  they  aren’t  the 
only  result.  This  season  can  still 
yield  positive  results,  even  with  a 
subpar  record. 
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Drada 
aiming 
for  2016 
success 

After  a strong  2015, 

JJC's  sophomore 
slugger  hopes  to 
build  on  his  past 
production  as  the 
Wolves  hunt  for 
another  birth  in  the 
NJCAA  World  Series. 

By  Adam  Tumino 

Sports  Editor 

In  any  sport,  experience 
is  a key  to  success.  At  the 
junior-college  level,  however, 
experience  is  limited.  The 
second-year  sophomores  serve 
as  the  veteran  leaders,  even  with 
just  one  extra  year  under  their 
belts. 

But  one  extra  year  of 
experience  can  be  very 
valuable,  especially  if  it  was  a 
productive  year.  In  the  case  of 
JJC  sophomore  baseball  player 
Jake  Drada,  his  freshmen  season 
was  very  productive.  So  far  in 
his  second  year,  he  is  beginning 
to  prove  that  last  season  was  no 
fluke. 

Drada,  a graduate  of  St  Rita 
High  School  in  Chicago,  is  in  his 
second  season  with  the  Wolves. 
His  initial  plan,  however,  was 
not  to  play  for  JJC. 

“1  went  to  Western  Michigan 
[University]  out  of  high  school,” 
Drada  said.  “It  didn’t  work 
out  there  baseball  wise,  so  I 


transferred  here." 

He  was  recruited  by  Western 
Michigan  after  being  rated  as 
the  third-best  third  baseman  in 
the  state  of  Illinois  according 
to  Perfect  Game,  an  amateur 
baseball  scouting  website.  When 
he  was  added  to  the  WMU  roster, 
head  coach  Billy  Gemon  sang 
Drada’s  praises. 

“Jake  has  as  much  offensive 
potential  as  anyone  I have  ever 
signed,”  Gemon  via  the  Western 
Michigan  baseball  team’s  official 
website.  “He  has  lightning  bat 
speed  and  can  hit  for  power  in 
both  gaps.” 

Although  it  never  came  to 
fruition  at  Western  Michigan, 
Drada  showcased  his  offensive 
prestige  in  the  2015  season  for 
JJC. 

In  58  games,  he  hit  four 
home  runs  and  knocked  41  runs 
while  collecting  a slash  line  of 
.332/.380/.487,  He  ranked  IS*  in 
the  nation  in  hits  (66)  and  total 
bases  (97).  His  199  at-bats  were 
the  third  most  in  the  country. 

The  2015  season  saw  the 
Wolves  finish  second  in  the 
NJCAA  Division  III  World 


Series,  in  large  part  due  to 
Drada’s  breakout  success. 

Drada ’s  presence  was 
combined  with  sophomores 
T.J.  Condon,  David  Hill,  and 
Ron  Sessler.  These  four  players 
were  among  the  best  hitters  in 
the  nation  in  2015,  and  Drada 
learned  a lot  from  the  three 
sophomores. 

“Just  jump  on  fastballs  in 
fastball  counts,”  Drada  said  of 
what  he  learned.  “Jump  on  the 
first  pitch  when  you  can  and  try 
not  to  get  behind  in  the  count." 
This  approach  definitely  worked 
for  the  foursome  last  season. 

Now  on  to  this  year,  where 
Drada  is  playing  a major  role 
in  the  team's  attempt  to  return 
to  the  national  tournament.  The 
early  returns  are  promising  for 
Drada,  but  he  is  looking  for 
more. 

“I  wouldn’t  say  I’m  even 
hitting  that  well,”  Drada  said. 
“The  average  isn’t  really  where  I 
want  it  to  be."  He  was,  however, 
encouraged  by  the  quality  of 
contact  he  had  been  making. 
He  has  kept  up  this  contact,  and 
his  numbers  have  been  steadily 


climbing  as  a result. 

His  batting  average  is  sitting  at 
.243,  in  spite  of  the  struggles  and 
bad  luck  that  plagued  him  early 
on.  His  on  base  percentage  has 
remained  solid,  resulting  in  his 
total  bases  number  still  placing  in 
the  top  50  in  the  country. 

Even  with  the  lower  numbers. 
Drada  has  seen  a spike  in  his 
power  numbers  so  far.  His  five 
home  runs  are  already  more  than 
last  season’s  total,  and  are  the 
third  most  in  the  country.  His  18 
RBI  are  ranked  39a>.  If  he  were  to 
reach  last  season’s  at  bat  total  at 
this  pace,  he  will  accumulate  14 
homers  and  knock  in  5 1 . 

These  numbers  would  be  quite 
impressive  if  reached.  And  odds 
are,  with  more  hard  contact,  his 
average  will  soon  be  up  to  snuff 
with  last  year’s. 

Another  interesting  note  is 
that  Drada  is  playing  DH  for 
the  first  time  in  his  career.  An 
injured  shoulder  has  tempered  his 
defensive  ability. 

“I’m  going  to  have  to  get 
surgery  during  the  offseason,"  he 
said,  “so  I can’t  really  throw  right 
now." 


Drada  actually  led  the  Wolves 
in  total  defensive  chances  last 
season,  so  moving  to  DH  is  a 
rather  large  adjustment.  However, 
it  is  not  one  that  bothers  Drada. 

“I  don’t  particularly  like 
fielding  that  much.”  Drada  said. 
“A  lot  of  other  people  have  said 
they  wouldn’t  like  it,  but  it’s  not 
that  big  of  a deal  to  me." 

Drada  is  optimistic  for  the  rest 
of  the  season,  despite  the  team's 
early  struggles. 

“As  a team,  we  have  been 
struggling  a little  bit,"  he  said. 
“We  go  down  south  and  play 
some  really  good  teams  with 
really  good  arms.  I feel  like  every 
year  we  start  off  slow,  but  we  get 
hot  when  the  season  gets  going." 

He  is  referencing  the  road  trip 
the  Wolves  open  up  the  regular 
season  with.  This  year  they 
played  near  St.  Louis,  where 
the  teams  have  been  playing  for 
nearly  a month  by  the  time  the 
Wolves  get  started. 

So  the  early  struggles  are 
usually  a result  of  the  tough 
competition.  As  the  season 
stretches  on,  look  for  good  things 
from  the  Wolves  and  Drada. 


Players  to  watch 


Rachel  Andrade 
Softball 

Freshman  outfielder  Rachel  Andrade 
has  had  a productive  season  at  the 
plate  for  the  Lady  Wolves.  Against 
the  College  of  DuPage,  she  doubled 
and  tripled.  In  games  vs.  Rock  Val- 
ley, South  Suburban  and  Moraine 
Valley  she  homered  in  each.  She 
currently  has  a team-high  batting 
average  of  .367  and  is  tops  in  home 
runs,  triples  and  stolen  bases. 


Steven  Wittkamp 
Baseball 

Sophomore  first  baseman  Steven 
Wittkamp  has  lead  the  Wolves  to  a 
13-13  overall  record  so  far  this  season. 
In  a 4-1  victory  over  South  Suburban, 
Wittkamp  doubled  and  tripled  in  the 
contest.  Against  Milwaukee  Tech  in  a 
15-5  victory,  he  had  3 hits  including  two 
doubles  and  4 RBIs.  He  currently  has  a 
.329  batting  average  and  leads  the  team 
in  doubles  with  9. 
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Mitchell  named  interim  prez 


Faculty  Profile 

Kaufman 
conquers 
with  fun 
and  work 

BY  )AREK  MARTINEZ 

Copy  Editor 

Marc  Kaufman  is  an  English 
professor  who  has  worked  at  JJC 
for  almost  five  years.  With  all 
the  work  he  has  put  in  teaching, 
Kaufman  also  takes  the  roles  of 
a comedian  and  leader. 

He  has  been  involved  with 
several  organizations  such  as 
the  JJC  Comedy  Club,  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,  the  JJC  Student 
Learning  Committee  and  the 
Joliet  Citizen’s  Climate  Lobby. 

Looking  back  at  his  past 
life,  Kaufman’s  start  in  the 
education  system  did  not 
begin  at  JJC.  When  living  in 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  Kaufman  taught 
at  Kingsborough,  the  only 
community  college  in  Brooklyn. 

“I  started  tutoring  there  in 
the  summer  of  2008,”  Kaufman 
said.  “That  fall  I started  getting 
my  own  classes  as  a part-time 
adjunct.  About  another  year  and 
a half,  they  made  me  a temporary 
full-time  position.” 

Kaufman  would  later  transfer 
in  the  fall  of  2011  to  JJC  with 
a full-time  tenure  job  as  a 
professor. 

Kaufman  said  he  could  not 

See  Kaufman  page  5 


By  Jarek  Martinez 

Copy  Editor 

Dr.  Judy  Mitchell  was  been 
formally  approved  as  interim 
president  of  JJC  on  Tuesday, 
April  19.  She  is  assuming  the 


BY  ANDREW  HANTON 

Co-Editor 

The  JJC  Blazer  won  several 
awards  from  the  Illinois 
Community  College  Journalism 
Association  (ICCJA)  award 
| ceremony  in  Chicago  on  Friday, 


role  following  the  March  18 
resignation  of  Dr.  Debra  Daniels. 

Her  approval  as  interim  was 
discussed  on  a Board  of  Trustees 
meeting  that  also  occurred  on 
April  19. 

Several  board  members 
during  the  discussion  took 


April  8. 

The  Blazer  took  home  three 
first  place  awards  in  addition  to 
15  other  individual  awards.  In 
terms  of  pure  volume,  these  are 
the  most  awards  that  any  Blazer 
staff  has  won  in  recent  memory. 

The  ICCJA  is  a statewide 


several  angles  of  what  exactly 
lies  in  the  future  of  both  policies 
and  procedures  for  the  interim 
president. 

At  the  start  of  the  discussion, 
JJC  board  chair  Bob  Wunderlich 
confirmed  that  Mitchell  would 
be  interim  president  until  a 


organization  of  community 
colleges  that  house  over  5.000 
students.  The  award  ceremony 
is  a yearly  contest  held  in  the 
spring  between  over  20  schools 
and  consists  of  two  divisions, 
categorized  by  school  size. 

Blazer  co-editor  Shanielle 


permanent  president  can  be 
found.  Mitchell  said  she  was 
still  open  for  the  approval  of  her 
position. 

JJC  board  secretary  Maureen 

See  President  pages 


Fulton,  originally  from  Detroit, 
Michigan,  took  home  first  place 
in  the  prestigious  Reporter  of 
the  Year  category.  This  award  is 
an  open  division  award  meaning 
that  Fulton  was  competing 

See  Blazer  page  8 


Blazer  staff  wins  big  at  ICCJA 


Women’s  sports 


open  with  opportunities 


By  Stacy  Becker 
Staff  Writer 

There  are  more  than  14,000 
students  enrolled  at  JJC  this 
semester  and  almost  8,000  are 
women.  However,  there  are 
only  81  total  women  involved 
in  six  different  sports  teams  on 


campus. 

JJC  works  hard  to  ensure 
equal  athletic  opportunities  on 
campus  for  women  and  men. 
Despite  that,  there  are  not  as 
many  women  participating  in 
sports.  Athletic  Director  Wayne 
King  works  hard  to  create  these 
opportunities  for  athletes. 


“I  want  to  make  sure 
that  we  try  to  have  the  same 
opportunities  available  for  our 
females  as  much  as  we  do  for 
our  males,”  said  King,  “and  that 
it’s  an  equal  playing  field," 

The  rosters  are  not  full 
when  it  comes  to  the  women’s 
sports.  Women’s  sports  include 


basketball,  cross  country, 

cheerleading/dance.  soccer, 

softball  and  volleyball. 

For  example,  the  women’s 
basketball  team  started  out  with 
11  players  on  the  roster.  They 
ended  the  season  with  just  eight, 
which  is  low  considering  five  are 
required  on  the  floor  at  a time. 


The  softball  team  has  a roster 
of  12.  There  are  nine  players 
required  on  the  field  at  a time,  so 
there’s  not  much  cushion  in  the 
event  of  injury  or  mishap. 

There  are  several  reasons  that 

See  Sports  page  n 
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See  if  the  remake 
of  Ratchet  & Clank 
lived  up  to  the  fans’ 
expectations. 
Page9 


Stop  the  presses! 

The  Blazer  is  now  Online! 

jjcblazer.com 


2 Opinion 


EDITORIAL 

chronic  illnesses 
our  attention 


End  the 
deserve 

Chronic  illnesses  have 
affected  humans,  of  all 
backgrounds,  since  the 
start  of  history. 

There  have  been 
numerous  advances 
in  modem-medical 
technology'  and  research 
to  better  help  those  who 
suffer  from  such  ailments. 

Despite  the  longevity  of 
their  existence,  not  many 
people  are  adequately- 
educated  on  the  topic  of 
chronic  illness.  Everyone 
should  be;  a considerable 
amount  of  people  in  this 
country'  suffer  from  one. 

According  to  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control 
and  Prevention,  in  a 
2012  study,  117  million 
Americans  suffered  from 
at  least  one  chronic  health 
condition. 

Many  of  these  diseases 
are  incredibly  painful  and 


“I  don’t  really  think  so. 
If  you  were  even  to  ask  me 
about  some  of  the  more 
common  chronic  illnesses, 

I wouldn’t  have  a complete 
answer.  I would  know  tiny 
little  specifics,  but  I don’t 
think  in  JJC  or  in  general 
there  is  much  knowledge 
surrounding  chronic 
illnesses.  These  things  are 
not  discussed,  but  they 
should  be.” 


stigma: 
more  of 

tragically  misunderstood. 
Usually  they  can 
compromise,  ruin  or 
even  stop  a person's  life 

- and  that's  why  they’re 
important  to  become 
educated  about. 

Even  some  doctors  are 
not  properly  informed 
about  chronic  conditions, 
and  depending  on  where 
you  go  for  treatment,  you 
just  may  hear  the  dreaded 
words,  “I’m  sorry,  l‘m  just 
not  sure  w'hat’s  going  on.” 

How  can  a roster  of 
conditions  be  so  impactful 
and  so  common,  yet  go  so 
far  under  the  radar? 

Some  conditions  have 
notoriety,  such  as  cancer 

- which  is  always  on 
TV  with  commercials, 
documentaries  and  charity 
advertisements.  But  chronic 
illnesses  like  Sickle  Cell 
Anemia  - a painful  blood 


“I  don’t  believe  that 
there  is  enough  awareness, 
simply  because  a lot  of 
people  do  not  consider 
these  issues.  I have  an 
autistic  brother  and 
not  many  people  really 
understand  the  issues 
surrounding  illnesses. 

There  is  awareness  around 
things  like  sexual  diseases 
but  some  things  are  not  as 
talked  about.” 


disorder,  or  Lupus  - a 
condition  where  your  body 
attacks  itself,  not  so  much. 

A chronic  illness  is  seen 
as  a persistent  disease  with 
varying  intensities  over  a 
long  period  of  time. 

According  to  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  and 
Prevention,  in  a 2012  study, 
1 1 7 million  Americans 
suffered  from  at  least  one 
chronic  health  condition. 

In  the  same  study,  seven 
of  the  1 0 most-frequent 
causes  of  death  were 
associated  with  chronic 
diseases. 

These  numbers  include 
conditions  that  range  from 
heart  disease,  diabetes, 
obesity  sickle  cell  and 
arthritis,  among  numerous 
others. 

Chronic  conditions  takes 
up  86  percent  of  health 
care  spending,  according  to 


‘‘I  do  not  think  that  there 
is  enough  awareness  around 
chronic  illnesses.  I don’t 
really  see  many  campaigns 
or  anything  going  on  about 
chronic  illnesses.  If  you  ask 
most  people,  I doubt  that 
they  would  know  half  of  the 
things  listed  under  what  a 
chronic  illness  is.” 


numbers  gathered  in  2010. 

With  the  health  care 
numbers,  being  placed  in 
accordance  with  current 
healthcare  spending 
nationwide,  that  totals 
to  around  $2.5  trillion 
annually,  just  on  chronic 
illnesses  alone. 

Could  it  be  that  people 
don’t  talk  about  these 
diseases  enough? 

It  may  be  that  those 
w'ho  suffer  from  these 
conditions  don’t  do  enough 
to  make  their  respective 
disease  known.  It  may  also 
be  a result  of  those  on  the 
outside  not  doing  what  they 
can  to  learn  more  about 
them. 

Whatever  the  case  may 
be,  the  reality  is  until  there 
is  more  conversation  about 
these  illnesses  and  more 
attention  paid,  we  will 
remain  in  the  dark. 


“I  don’t  think  there  is 
enough  social  awareness. 
For  example,  I am  a person 
that  does  not  even  know 
what  these  things  are.  I’ve 
realized  that  in  our  society 
most  people  don’t  care 
about  problems  that  a lot 
of  people  have  to  deal  with, 
like  mental  illnesses  or 
disorders.  1 have  firsthand 
experience  because  I am 
part  blind.  We  need  to  have 
more  programs  that  can  help 
people  like  me  to  live  better 
lives  and  get  acceptance.” 
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Letter  Policy 

The  Blazer  encour- 
ages participa- 
tion from  readers 
through  letters. 
Please  sign  and 
provide  a phone 
number  for  all 
letters  so  we  can 
verify  the  authenc- 
ity  of  the  letter  and 
sender.  All  letters 
should  be  kept  to 
300  words  or  less. 

We  reserve  the 
right  to  edit  letters 
for  space  and  con- 
tent. You  may  send 
letters  through  in- 
teroffice or  regular 
mail,  email,  or  by 
dropping  them  off 
at  the  Blazer  office 
at  F-1009. 

Contact  information: 

Blazer 

1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  60431 

Phone  number: 

815-280-2313 


Question  of  the  issue: 

Do  you  think  there  is  enough  social 
awareness  of  chronic  illnesses? 


Pearl  Sarmiento  Yasmin  Adi  Ahmed  Eadr 
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Emma's  Issues  (guest  starring  Shanielle  Fulton) 


Chronic  illness  misconceptions  need  to  stop; 
two  chronically  ill  staff  members  speak  out 


By  Emma  Carter 

AND  GUEST 

Shanielle  Fulton 


Having  a chronic  illness 
is  not  like  having  any  other 
illness,  in  fact  sometimes  it  can 
make  you  feel  like  you’re  not 
like  other  human  beings  - well, 
technically,  you’re  not? 

In  our  case,  what  we’re 
dealing  with  is  lupus  and  sickle 
cell,  two  very  painful  ordeals 
that  can  complicate  simple  day- 
to-day  tasks. 

The  very  same  tasks  that  can 
be  taken  for  granted  by  everyone 
else:  getting  out  of  bed,  getting 
dressed  and  even  walking. 

People  can  be  predominantly 
ignorant  about  chronic 
conditions,  even  doctors  - 
whom  we  heavily  rely  on  for 
answers.  We  administered  a 
survey  throughout  JJC  asking 
students  if  they  knew  what  either 
of  our  diseases  were  and  then 
asked  them  to  explain  if  they’d 
answered  yes. 

Over  half  of  the  people  who 
said  they  knew  actually  had  no 
idea.  About  75  percent  of  those 
people  we  surveyed  did  not 


know  about  the  conditions. 

It’s  not  an  uncommon  thing 
either.  Awareness  for  chronic 
illnesses  is  pretty  low.  According 
to  invisibleillnessweek.com,  one 
in  two  people  have  one. 

Yet,  there’s  minimal  knowledge 
on  it  and  that  brings  forth  several 
misconceptions. 

We,  the  "chronic  friends”  have 
decided  to  talk  about  a few  and 
hopefully  open  up  some  minds. 

Number  one:  No.  No,  it  is  not 
"lucky”  that  we  get  to  stay  at 
home  and  miss  class. 

On  the  days  where  we  cannot 
make  it  to  school  or  work,  it 
is  because  our  bodies  are  so 
exhausted  or  pain  ridden. 

In  either  cases,  it’s  an 
achievement  to  even  make  it  to 
the  couch,  let  alone  anywhere 
else.  Even  when  we  finally  make 
it  to  the  couch,  it’s  forever  a battle 
to  get  comfortable  and  rely  on 
pain  medicine  to  hopefully  help 
you  out.  In  some  cases,  it  does. 

On  those  days,  a mental  war 
begins  and  it’s  a never-ending 
cycle  of  anger  because  we  cannot 
do  anything,  and  we  mostly  wish 
we  were  at  school  like  everyone 
else. 

Number  two:  If  you  have  heard 
of  some  type  of  “cure”  for  my 
illness,  odds  are  so  have  we  and 
odds  are  that  we  have  tried  it. 

We  appreciate  any  sort  of 
helpful  advice,  but  most  of  the 
time  if  it  is  coming  from  someone 
who  is  not  a doctor  or  someone 
who  does  not  have  the  same 
illness  as  me. 

No  offense,  but  we  do  not 
really  want  your  suggestions.  We 
appreciate  the  thought  behind  it 
though. 

Number  three:  To  give  an 
example  of  what  lupus  feels  like, 
try  to  walk  through  a pool  full  of 
peanut  butter,  better  yet  try  to  run 
through  it. 

That  is  how  frustrating  it 


can  be  to  go  through  a day  in  a 
body  with  Lupus.  It’s  like  having 
the  flu  all  of  the  time,  of  course 
without  knowing  what  days  you 
are  going  to  be  sick;  so  no,  it’s 
never  planned  to  take  a week  off 
at  a time,  it  just  happens. 

Number  four,  to  give  an 
example  of  living  with  sickle  cell, 
it’s  like  a hunting  game,  per  say. 

Imagine,  you’re  running  from  a 
predator.  You’re  running,  you're 
expertly  avoiding  obstacles  and 
taking  correct  precautionary 
measures  to  make  sure  you 
don’t  get  caught.  Then,  you  look 
back...  you  don’t  see  anything; 
you’re  in  the  clear! 

Except,  you  take  one  step  and 
boom,  you’re  shot. 

Everything’s  at  an  end.  That's 
how  it  feels  to  have  sickle  cell. 
It’s  consistently  being  on  your 
toes,  otherwise  you  get  shot  - and 
by  shot,  we  mean  borderline- 
unbearable,  relentless  pain  that 
zones  in  on  one  or  multiple  parts 
of  the  body. 

Usually,  it  results  in  a hospital 
stay  that  can  last  a week  or  two. 

Number  four:  Lupus  makes 
you  deal  with  different  symptoms, 
some  more  than  others,  but 
mostly  there’s  different  pains  and 
aches  depending  on  the  day. 

This  leads  to  a lot  of  frustration, 
stress  (which  triggers  lupus)  and 
yes,  even  depression. 

Number  five:  It  is  mentally  and 
physically  exhausting  to  be  sick. 

There’s  no  one  on  this  Earth 
that  does  not  have  a chronic 
illness  that  can  fully  grasp  having 
one. 

We’ll  let  WebMD  take  it 
away  on  this  one,  “The  risk  of 
depression  is  generally  10-25% 
for  women  and  5-12%  for  men. 
However,  people  with  a chronic 
illness  face  a much  higher  risk 
— between  25-33%.  Risk  is 
especially  high  in  someone  who 
has  a history'  of  depression.” 


It  continues  with.  "Depression 
caused  by  chronic  disease  often 
makes  the  condition  worse, 
especially  if  the  illness  causes 
pain  and  fatigue  or  it  limits  a 
person’s  ability  to  interact  with 
others. 

Depression  can  intensify 
pain,  as  well  as  fatigue  and 
sluggishness.  The  combination 
of  chronic  illness  and  depression 
might  lead  you  to  isolate  yourself 
which  is  likely  to  make  the 
depression  even  worse.” 

In  other  words,  it’s  a never- 
ending  cycle  of  stressing  and 
worrying  about  your  disease, 
which  is  ironic  because  stress 
can  only  make  the  illness  worse. 
Especially  when  it  tries  to  make 
you  put  your  life  on  pause. 

Number  six:  No  one  who  has 
any  type  of  chronic  illness  is 
faking  it. 

This  is  a very  real  disease  that 
is  not  as  transparent  as  others. 
That  doesn’t  mean  it  doesn’t  exist 
though. 

The  aches  and  pains  that  cannot 
be  seen  by  anyone,  which  is  why 
it  is  sometimes  misleading  and 
confusing  to  others. 

Number  eight:  Saying  things 
like  “maybe  exercise  more”, 
or  "eat  healthier”  or  a personal 
favorite:  “you’re  still  sick?”  are 
all  very  arrogant  things  to  say  to 
someone  who  is  chronically  ill. 

We  of  course  want  to  get  better, 
which  is  why  we  have  tried  the  8 
million  different  drugs  that  the 
doctors  have  given  us,  the  least 
you  could  do  is  show  us  some 
support  or  empathy. 

Number  nine:  W’e  still  have 
good  days! 

Just  because  you  might  see  us 
laughing,  awake  or  posting  things 
on  Facebook  does  not  mean  we're 
any  less  sick. 

Of  course  if  it  is  a relative’s 
wedding  day,  we’ll  be  there  and 
forcing  ourselves  to  smile  no 


matter  how  crappy  we’re  feeling. 

Number  eleven:  If  you  have 
a question  about  our  illness,  just 
ask! 

We  love  to  educate  people  on 
chronic  illnesses. 

These  diseases  do  not  have 
much  information  out  there  for 
the  public.  Cancer  has  the  horrible 
chemo  and  hair  loss  associated 
with  it  In  a way  that  chemo  is 
not  looked  at  as  just  a method  of 
control  for  the  disease,  but  people 
are  able  to  look  at  the  situation 
and  sympathize  with  the  struggle 
of  going  to  chemo,  getting  ready, 
throwing  up  and  losing  their  hair, 
facing  insecurities. 

Those  are  the  details,  the  little 
things,  and  they  matter  just  as 
much  as  broad  research. 

There’s  not  quite  as  much  stuff 
like  that  on  chronic  illnesses,  and 
that’s  why  we’ll  never  be  annoyed 
by  questions. 

Number  twelve:  We  still  have 
hope! 

A lot  of  people  often  say  that 
they  will  never  get  rid  of  their 
disease,  and  while  both  of  our 
diseases  have  taken  so  much 
away  from  our  lives,  we  try  not  to 
dwell  on  it. 

Again  these  are  just  a few 
things  that  we  wish  people 
would  understand  about 
being  chronically  ill.  We  just 
want  people  to  at  least  try  to 
understand.  We  cannot  stand 
when  people  are  coming  up 
with  crazy  misconceptions  about 
people  wrho  are  seriously  sick  but 
are  somehow  being  blamed  and 
treated  differently  because  of  it 

Awareness  needs  to  be  spread 
on  these  invisible  diseases 
because  even  though  they  are 
invisible,  they  are  real  under 
the  surface.  Empathy  is  the  one 
word  that  we  would  like  people 
to  know,  before  you  can  judge 
anyone  else  first  try  and  put 
yourself  in  their  situation. 
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NEWS 

Eli  Knows 


Social  media,  the  modern  newsstand 


By  Elias  aibert 


Staff  Writer 

On  Thursday,  April  21,  news 
broke  of  the  sudden  death  of 
singer,  songwiter  and  proudcer 
Prince  Rogers  Nelson,  formally 
known  as  Prince,  mainly  through 
social  media  before  networks 
could  confirm  the  story. 

The  Associated  Press,  along 
with  numerous  other  news  sites, 
tweeted  about  the  tragedy  before 
networks  like  CNN  could  even 


confirm  the  occurrence. 

Just  two  days  earlier,  UFC- 
superstar  and  featherweight 
champion  Conor  McGregor 
seemingly  announced  the  end  of 
his  career  via  Twitter. 

“I  have  decided  to  retire 
young."  McGregor  said.  “Thanks 
for  the  cheese.  Catch  ya’s  later." 

The  announcement  was  later 
retraced  and  sources  found  that 
McGregor  was  just  expressing  his 
concerns  with  the  UFC. 

While  these  two  events  vary 
greatly  in  significance,  they  both 
display  examples  of  the  current 
importance  and  role  of  social 
media. 

Had  there  not  been  sources 
available  to  tweet  about  the  death 
of  Prince,  reports  may  have  taken 
much  longer  to  come  through. 

As  many  as  10  minutes  went 
by  before  a live  Wolf  Blitzer 
could  confirm  the  death  at 
Prince’s  studio  was  actually 
Prince  himself.  Meanwhile,  the 
Associated  Press’  Twitter  account 


was  quick  to  attribute  the  actual 
death  of  Prince  to  a source. 

Speculation,  through  social 
media,  brings  up  the  rumor  that 
he  may  have  been  suffering  from 
a serious  illness  in  the  time  before 
his  death. 

In  an  online  article  from 
People.com  a source  said  people 
close  to  him  very  concerned. 

For  McGregor,  who  was 
absent  for  a scheduled  presser  in 
Las  Vegas  to  train  in  Iceland  that 
day,  Twitter  gave  him  a medium 
to  break  his  silence.  Without  it, 
a statement  like  the  one  he  made 
would  have  required  media  to  be 
present. 

His  retracting  statement  was 
posted  via  Facebook  on  April  21 
and  once  again  showed  the  role 
social  media  played  in  his  recent 
media  relations. 

From  these  two  situations, 
it  is  apparent  that  social  media 
adds  both  timeliness  to  news 
and  makes  information  more 
accessible  for  both  the  deliverer 


and  the  audience. 

The  reality  is  that  news 
companies  arc  experiencing  a 
transition  into  electronically- 
based  mediums  of  news  delivery; 
the  days  of  print  media  on  a 
productive  scale  are  limited. 

Most  people  who  read  or  watch 
news  more  than  likely  do  so 
through  internet-capable  devices. 

Almost  every  news  site  worth 
receiving  information  from  has 
their  own  website,  and  possibly 
an  application  for  use  on 
smartphones  and  tablets. 

They  also,  more  than  likely, 
have  a Twitter  account  for  their 
followers  to  keep  track  of. 

In  a lot  of  cases,  companies 
will  acknowledge  a breaking  or 
developing  event  on  their  social 
media  accounts  before  even 
completing  a story  on  it 

The  same  idea  goes  for 
celebrities,  athletes,  politicians 
and  anyone  else  in  the  public  eye. 

Recently.although  questionably 
done  so  at  times,  candidates  for 


the  upcoming  2016  presidential 
election  have  used  social  media 
to  promote  themselves  and  bash 
their  opponents. 

Celebrities  have  used  social 
media  to  announce  new  work  and 
appearances  to  their  respective 
fans.  They’ve  even  led  to 
publicity  for  both  positively  and 
negatively-received  comments. 

The  use  of  hash  tagging  has 
connected  trending  and  similar 
stories  and  tweets  with  the  use  of 
a simple  phrase. 

As  time  goes  on.  the  impact 
of  social  media  will  continue  to 
grow.  When  news  breaks,  Twitter 
will  be  where  it’s  given  to  the 
world  first. 

The  transition  of  news, 
essentially,  going  to  digital 
mediums  will  lead  to  more  use 
and  more  innovations  associated 
with  social  media. 

So,  if  you  don’t  yet  have  a 
Twitter,  get  one.  It  could  soon 
be  the  way  that  most  news  is 
delivered,  if  it  isn’t  already. 


,,  Coming  back  to  the 


BY  SHANIELLE  FULTON 
AND  BRANDY  ANDERSEN 


On  April  It  GLAM’s  annual 
prom  commenced  in  the  ground 
floor  of  the  J Building. 

The  theme  was  “the  enchanted 
forest”  and  upon  entrance, 
visitors  were  greeted  by  a green 
vine  arch. 

JJC’s  culinary  department 
catered  for  the  event  with  a 
mass  array  of  food;  the  most 
popular  option  was  the  chocolate 
fountain  where  marshallows  and 
strawberries  were  placed  beside. 

Many  people  turned  out  for 
the  event,  including  GLAM 


members,  many  of  whom  posed 
for  formal  photos  taken  by 
Leonardo  Mireles  and  took  to  the 
dance  floor  to  hear  an  array  of 
music. 

“This  is  actually  my  second 
time  coming  to  this  prom.”  said 
GLAM  club  member  Tiffany 
Delrose.  “So  far,  it’s  been  really 
good.  This  one  is  a bit  more 
organized  that  last  year’s.  The 
artsy  people  here  have  a chance 
to  show  off  their  stuff.” 

Several  people  had  nothing 
but  good  things  to  say  about  the 
event. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how 
GLAM  will  top  itself  next  year. 


GLAM's  annual 
prom  a success 


Students  line  up  to  get  food  served  by  JJC’s  culinary  department. 


Photo  by  Sluuiicllc  Fulton 


News  5 


Kaufman 


from  page  1 


Photo  by  Elias  Albert 


recollect  much  of  the  reasoning 
on  bringing  the  JJC  Comedy 
Club  to  life.  He  only  wishes  he 
kept  a journal  to  remember  much 
of  the  events  that  led  to  the  club’s 
origins. 

As  the  founder  and  advisor  of 
the  JJC  Comedy  Club,  he  would 
help  set  up  shows  where  members 
of  the  club  would  perform  stand- 
up,  skits  and  other  humorous  acts 
to  entertain  their  audience. 

Kaufman  would  later  step 
down  as  full-time  advisor  of  the 
club  to  focus  on  other  aspects  of 
his  life. 

Humor  never  left  his  mind 
for  good,  as  he  would  later  be 
involved  in  a comedy  posting 
website  known  as  Tickld.com. 

Like  a sort  ofTwitter-lnstagram 
hybrid,  the  site  allows  members  to 
post  and  share  humorous  pictures 
or  observations  in  order  to  accrue 
points,  thumbs-ups  and  even 
followers.  Kaufman  has  created 
more  than  3,000  posts  that  would 
range  from  a variety  of  topics. 

After  a span  of  three  years  as  a 
member  of  the  site,  his  profile  has 
reached  over  a million  up-votes 
and  has  been  designated  number 
seven  on  the  list  of ‘top  upvoters’ 
of  the  site. 

Jonathan  Feit  works  hand-in- 
hand  with  Kaufman  to  run  the 
JJC  Comedy  Club  as  they  both 
serve  as  advisors.  Feit  has  known 


Professor  Marc  Kaufman 

Kaufman  for  three  years  and  has 
said  it  was  difficult  for  Kaufman 
to  fully  leave  the  club  he  founded. 

Feit  also  said  Kaufman 
was  someone  that  saw  the 
club  members  beyond  their 
performances  at  JJC. 

“He  is  someone  that  wants  to 
see  students  succeed,”  Feit  said." 
“He  wants  to  see  these  students  get 
up  on  that  stage  and  do  something 
that  will  be  meaningful  to  them.” 

Since  then,  the  time  Kaufman 
had  taken  off  from  fully 
maintaining  the  club  would  lead 
to  him  founding  a local  chapter  of 


the  Citizens’  Climate  Lobby.  This 
organization  is  a national,  non- 
partisan, grassroots  organization 
that  pushes  for  climate  and 
economy-friendly  legislation. 

Kaufman  had  started  the  Joliet/ 
Will  County  chapter  this  past 
February  and  serves  as  its  leader. 

“Basically,  we  have  a monthly 
meeting  where  we  have  an 
international  conference  to  kind 
of  educate  us  on  the  group,"  said 
Kaufman.  “We  have  had  scientists, 
an  admiral,  a psychologist  and 
even  some  congress  people  who 
would  talk  about  what  they  are 


doing.” 

When  it  comes  to  climate 
change,  Kaufman  said  the 
organization  made  a major  impact 
in  the  entire  country. 

“We  helped  get  12  republican 
congress  people  to  sign  on 
the  Gibson  Resolution,” 
Kaufman  said.  “Which  basically 
acknowledges  that  climate 
change  is  real  and  that  something 
should  be  done  about  it” 

Just  recently,  Kaufman’s 
chapter  was  able  to  successfully 
get  a table  at  the  Center  for  Civic 
Leadership  conference,  which 
is  being  hosted  at  Benedictine 
University.  Kaufman’s  chapter 
will  be  accompanied  by  a fellow 
advisory  board  member  and 
celebrity  scientist  of  climate 
change,  James  Hansen. 

Kaufman  said  he  sees  this  kind 
of  awareness  as  necessary  for  the 
environment  and  said  the  only 
the  way  to  raise  this  awareness 
is  to  do  something  meaningful 
that  will  convince  people  or  push 
them  to  care  about  what  they  can 
do  to  help. 

From  peers  to  colleagues. 
Kaufman’s  positive  influence  can 
be  observed  by  the  individuals 
that  he  has  met  and  who  have 
witnessed  Kaufman’s  work  ethic 
and  sense  of  humor. 

Melvin  Whitehead.  JJC 
librarian,  has  known  Kaufman 


for  five  years  during  their  weekly 
new  faculty  seminars.  Whitehead 
had  recalled  how  Kaufman  had 
encouraged  him  to  do  stand-up 
at  an  open-mic  event,  which  he 
would  never  had  done  without 
support  from  Kaufman. 

“He  is  really  kind  and 
thoughtful,  and  has  helped  me 
out  in  many  situations,”  said 
Whitehead. 

Donald  Beckman,  a comedy- 
club  member  and  student  who  has 
known  Kaufman  for  a semester, 
sees  him  as  an  outstanding 
inspiration. 

“He  is  a guy  who  will  bend 
over  backwards  for  you,  although 
he  isn’t  all  that  elastic.”  Beckman 
said  jokingly.  “In  seriousness, 
Marc  is  a great  teacher  and 
comedic  mentor." 

Another  member,  Emma 
Claire  Smith,  commented  on  how 
Kaufman  uses  his  sense  of  humor 
with  positive  intentions. 

“Marc  has  a quiet,  reserved 
and  sophisticated  manner  that 
brings  his  humor  out  in  an 
inspiring  way,”  Smith  said. 

As  a leader  and  a comedian. 
Kaufman  makes  an  effort  to 
create  a change  in  the  world,  as 
well  as  giving  people  hope  for  a 
better  future. 


Criminal  Damage  to  Property 

JJC  surveillance  cameras 
picked  up  a male  student  of  JJC 
slashing  the  two  rear  tires  of  a car 
parked  on  East  Lot  4 on  March 
28. 

Later  that  same  day,  the 
perpetrator  was  identified  as  Eric 
J.  Eyman  of  Lockport  III.  He  was 
taken  into  JJC  Police  custody  and 
charged  with  criminal  damage  to 
property. 

JJC  Police  Chief,  Pete 
Comanda  said  the  victim  of  the 
slashing  is  a friend  of  Eyman 's. 
The  slashing  appears  to  have  been 
in  response  to  a disagreement. 

Eyman  was  originally  issued  a 
court  date  of  April  14;  however, 
Comanda  later  updated  that  the 
new  court  date  to  May  12. 

Hit  and  run.  revoked  license 

According  to  police  a parked 
car  was  hit  in  North  Lot  3 on  April 
7 around  1 1 a.m.  JJC  Police  Chief 
Pete  Comanda  later  said  that  a 
witness  reported  the  incident  to 
the  polic  and  also  identified  the 
suspect  involved. 

Juan  R.  Flores  was  later  charged 
for  driving  while  his  license  was 
suspended.  Flores  was  also  issued 
a citation  for  duty  upon  damaging 
an  unattended  vehicle  and  one 


Citation  for  driving  while  his 
license  was  suspended  revoked. 

According  to  police  reports, 
Flores  was  spotted  by  the 
witness  driving  out  of  one  of  the 
parking  lanes  and  side-swiping 
the  victim's  car  in  the  process. 
Comanda  later  added  that  there 
was  no  motive  for  the  damaged 
car  and  was  likely  an  accident. 

Flores.  62,  Joliet,  was  also 
charged  with  operating  a vehicle 
without  insurance.  His  court  date 
has  been  set  for  May  1 1 . 

Criminal  Trespass 

A Markham  man.  Tyrone 
Vanosten,  Jr.,  has  been  charged 
with  criminal  trespass  at 
Centennial  Commons  after 
previously  being  warned  for 
trespassing  on  the  pro  pern . 

According  to  police  reports, 
Vanosten  was  a previous  resident 
of  Centennial  Commons. 
Vanosten ’s  court  date  was  set  for 
May  11. 

According  to  JJC  Police 
Chief  Pete  Comanda.  Vanosten 
had  stayed  at  his  girlfriend's 
apartment  on  April  12-13. 

The  charges  were  filed  on  April 
13  after  Vanosten  was  taken  to 
the  JJC  Police  Department  and 
booked. 
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Preview 

Season  6:‘The  Game’  returns 


BY  )OE  GRABOWSKI 
Staff  Writer 

Winter  is  coming  once  again, 
or  has  it  already  come?  Are  we 
currently  in  winter?  Either  way, 
winter  is  definitely  on  the  horizon. 

Whether  a die-hard  fan  of  the 
George  R.  R.  Martin  adaptation 
or  friends  with  people  who  love 
the  show-or  quite  possibly 
neither-you  have  heard  the  phrase 
"Winter  is  Coming.”  For  the  die- 
hards,  we  have  been  waiting  for 
winter  for  a long  time. 

Ironically  enough,  the  very 
first  episode  of  Game  of  Thrones 
is  titled  "Winter  is  Coming,”  yet 
this  so-called  winter  has  yet  to 

Anyway,  we  are  less  than 
one  week  from  the  season  six 
premiere  of  the  show  that  some 
are  already  hailing  as  the  greatest 
show  of  all  time.  There  is  only 
one  question  the  fans  have  in 
mind,  if  they  have  not  gone  into  a 
coma  from  the  final  minute  of  the 
season  five  finale:  what  the  hell 
happened  to  John  Snow? 

Fans  were  left  with  the  biggest 
cliffhanger  in  the  show’s  history. 


Unfortunately,  this  seems  to  be 
a trend  now  in  television  shows 
when  another  character  is  left  in 
limbo,  like  The  Walking  Dead, 
The  Leftovers,  etc. 

Now  surely,  there  are  multiple 
other  questions  we  all  are  dying 
to  get  answered.  But  all  of  them- 
and  I mean  all  of  them-take  a 
backseat  to  the  impending  fate 
of  the  best  and  arguably  main 
character  of  a show  that  is  almost 
impossible  to  classify. 

WARNING:  SPOILERS 
ARE  COMING 

Now,  a casual  observer  would 
just  assume  that  John  Snow  is 
dead  and  that’s  the  end  of  that 
character.  But  it  doesn’t  take 
much  logical  inference  to  know 
that  we  have  not  seen  the  last  of 
him. 

1 am  convinced  Melisandre, 
otherwise  known  as  the  Red 
Woman,  will  play  a very  important 
role  in  what  I believe  will  be  the 
resurrection  of  John  Snow.  Now 
once  you  can  stop  your  mind 
from  thinking  about  John  Snow, 
you  can  begin  to  remember  the 
other  events  that  unfolded  in  the 
finale. 


First  of  all,  did  Brienne  ofTarth 
actually  kill  Stannis  Baratheon? 
If  you  recall,  once  she  is  done 
giving  her  whole  spiel  of  “I 
Brienne  ofTarth  sentence  you  to 
death,”  right  as  she  brings  back 
her  sword  and  appears  to  swing, 
the  scene  cuts  away  to  Ramsey 
Bolton  finishing  off  Stannis’ 
army. 

This  is  one  of  many 
cliffh angers,  in  what  appears  to 
be  the  theme  of  the  finale,  which 
we  are  forced  to  stew  over  while 
we  wait  for  the  return  of  the  show. 

Lastly,  we  have  the  Sansa/ 
Theon  cliffhanger.  To  escape  the 
enslavement  of  Ramsey  Bolton, 
the  two  jump  from  the  highest 
point  of  the  northern  wall,  and 
even  though  it  appears  to  be  fatal. 
I assure  you  it  is  not 

This  scene,  while  still  very 
important,  conveys  a great  deal 
of  magnitude  on  the  show  that 
might  have  left  more  of  an  impact 
on  fans  if  the  other  events  that 
took  place  in  the  finale  were  not 
so  damn  momentous. 

We  also  cannot  forget  about 
the  absolutely  beautiful  Daenerys 
Targaryen.  She  is  last  seen 
wandering  around  aimlessly 


since  Drogon  refuses  to  fly 
anywhere.  She  is  then  surrounded 
by  a khalasar,  which  is  a Dothraki 
tribe. 

All  in  all,  this  set  of  cliffhangers 


sets  up  for  a really  exciting 
season  premiere,  and  what  is  sure 
to  be  the  best  season  of  Game  of 
Thrones  yet 


IF  YOU  WANT  A CAREER,  NOT  JUST  A DEGREE, 
YOU’RE  OUR  KIND  OF  DIFFERENT. 


Not  all  college  students  are  the  same.  But  all 
our  students  want  to  graduate  ready  for  a great 
career,  so  we  approach  education  differently. 
We  develop  courses  with  input  from  leading 
companies;  provide  flexibility  to  take  courses 
on  campus,  online  or  both;  and  give  you  the 
care  and  attention  you  deserve  - all  to  help  you 
achieve  your  educational  goals  and  make  you 
confident  going  into  your  career. 
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against  every  other  school 
within  the  ICCJA.  Fulton 
currently  resides  in  Joliet  and  has 
family  in  New  Lenox.  Fulton  also 
won  an  Honorable  Mention  for 
her  critical  Editorials. 

Copy  editor  Emma  Carter,  of 
Lockport,  III.  was  awarded  first 
place  in  Division  one  for  news 
column.  Carter  has  a dedicated 
column  where  she  tackles  timely 
issues  with  a sharp  wit  and 
practical  analysis. 

Former  Editor-in-Chief  Joel 
Roza,  of  Joliet,  111.  won  several 
Division  one  awards.  Roza 
took  first  place  in  the  arts  and 
entertainment  category  for  his 
Deep  Cuts  album  reviews.  He 
also  won  second  place  for  sports 


column  and  third  place  for  news 
story.  Roza  is  originally  from 
Texas  and  resides  in  Joliet  with 
his  wife. 

The  other  current  and  former 
staff  awards  are  as  follows: 
Co-Editor  Andrew  Hanton, 
Plainfield,  III:  Third  place  - 
News  Story,  Honorable  Mention 

- Feature  Story,  Honorable 
Mention  - Editorials. 

Current  Sports  Editor  Adam 
Tumino.  Lockport,  III:  - 
Former  Sports  Editor  Eli 
Albert,  New  Lenox,  111:  Second 
Place  - Sports  News.  Third  Place 

- Sports  Feature. 

Photo  Editor  Jens  Schommer, 
New  Lennox,  111:  Second  Place  - , 
Honorable  Mention  - . 


Former  Photo  Editor  Jami 
Shawmeker,  III:  Second  Place  - 
Sports  Photo. 

Production  Manager  Brittney 


Andersen,  III:  Second  Place  - 
Advertising. 

Former  Production  Assistant 
Tommy  Markasovic,  III:  Third 


Place  - Graphics. 

Blazer  Staff:  Third  Place  - 
Website. 
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Sign  of  direction  on  the  third  floor  of  the  A Building.  Photo  Shanielle  Fulton 


“I  think  we  need  to  take 
away  the  micro-managing 
from  the  board,  and  let  the 
president  run  this  board  and 
run  this  district.” 

—Trustee  Maureen  Broderick 


Broderick  pushed  the  rest  of 
the  discussion  by  questioning 
several  past  procedures  on 
interim-president  designations. 
She  said  former  JJC  President 
J.D.  Ross  received  the  title  as 
president  after  serving  a few 
months  as  interim  president  for 
the  college. 

“I  think  we  should  not  have 
any  discriminatory  problems 
up  here  if  we  had  a previous 
interim  president  that  we  have 
to  do  similar  to  the  prior  one  we 
had,  which  was  Dr.  Ross.”  said 
Broderick. 

JJC  board  member  Alicia 
Morales  said  she  did  not  see 
this  example  as  a discriminatory 
process.She  said  they  have  the 
option  to  look  over  and  update 
any  of  these  policies,  and 
processes  for  interim  presidents. 

Several  numbers  of  past- 
interim  salaries  were  also 
brought  up  as  well. 

Wunderlich  said  former  JJC 
interim  president  Dr.Frank 
Zeller  had  received  about 
$I00,000for  serving  six  months, 
which  he  said  is  far  more  than  the 
negotiations  set  with  Mitchell. 

Wunderlich  said  Mitchell 
would  like  to  be  set  as  guaranteed 
vice  president  when  a candidate 
for  JJC  president  is  chosen. 
However,  he  also  said  that  a few 
more  discussions  would  serve  as 
follow-up  on  this  proposal. 

“The  main  thing  is  to  get  her 
seated  as  interim  president," 
Wunderlich  said. 


Broderick  also  sat  on  the 
position  of  ensuring  that  Mitchell 
is  formally-appointed  interim 
president. 

“I  think  it  would  be  beneath  us 
if  we  are  not  putting  someone  with 
the  experience  and  the  knowledge 
of  all  the  departments."  Broderick 
said. 

Another  board  member, 
Michael  O'Connell,  said  he  wants 
Mitchell  to  feel  comfortable  as 
interim  president,  as  she  has 
“garbage  to  clean  up,”  and  is 
not  rushing  for  the  search  of  a 
replacement  president. 

“We’ve  had  turmoil  since  last 
May,”  O’Connell  said.  “We  need 
to  get  into  a positive  direction  in 
the  school  and  the  board.  I will 
approve  right  now,  and  I am  in  no 
hurry  to  do  a search.” 

Previous  indications  of  the 
board  being  responsible  for 
micromanaging  was  once  again 
referenced  by  Broderick,  who 
said  she  hopes  more  trust  is  put 
on  the  president  of  the  college. 

“I  think  we  need  to  take  away 
the  micro-managing  from  the 
board,  and  let  the  president  run 
this  board,  and  run  this  district,” 
Broderick  said. 

Morales  later  said  more 
transparency,  or  openness,  must 
be  present  by  the  board  of  trustees. 
Soon  after,  the  discussion  was 
later  closed  by  Mitchell. 

Mitchell  has  been  working  at 
JJC  for  almost  20  years. She  was 
previously  involved  in  the  role  of 
vice  president  of  administrative 


services  since  Sep.  2012. 

According  to  a brief  interview 
via  email  with  Mitchell,  she 
had  spent  the  past  four  weeks 
going  around  the  campus  and 
understanding  what  needs  to  be 
done  to  move  forward  with  her 
responsibilities. 

“My  first  priorities  are  to 
continue  to  meet  with  various 
groups  throughout  the  campus,  to 
find  out  what  they  are  working  on 
and  where  I can  support  them,” 
said  Mitchell.  “JJC’s  college 
district  is  also  very  important  so 
I am  reaching  out  to  all  of  the 
college’s  external  stakeholder 
groups  to  ensure  continuity 
with  many  of  our  ongoing 
collaborative  initiatives.” 

Mitchell  also  said  she  was 
honored  to  take  the  position  and 
also  highlighted  some  positive 
feedback  on  the  current  status  ol 
JJC. 

“The  number  of  students 
graduating  from  JJC  is  up: 
The  class  of  2015  increased 
its  number  of  graduates  by  7.4 
percent  or  1, 86 1' students  from 
last  year,”  Mitchell  said.  “Our 
student  persistence  rates  have 
increased  by  three  percent,  from 
65.8  percent  to  68.8  percent.” 

Mitchell  considers  people  as 
“our  best  assets." 

“I  feel  that  in  this  role  I can 
continue  to  support  all  of  the 
great  works  that  are  taking  place 
both  internally  and  externally,” 
Mitchell  said. 


Be  Well  Prepared. 


l: 


FULL-  AND  PART-TIME 

TRANSFER  PROGRAMS  IN: 

INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGY  & MANAGEMENT 


# 

CYBER  SECURITY 
AND  INFORMATION 
ASSURANCE 

WEB  DESIGN  AND 
APR  DEVELOPMENT 

© 

rT  ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
AN  IMANA  EMEN1 

ADMlNOTRAhON 

Jea[ 

SOFTWARE 

DEVELOPMENT 

NETWORKING  AND 
CfJMMUNlCAl  IONS 

S3 

DATA  MANAGEMENT 

AND  MANY  MOREI 

INDUSTRIAL  TECHNOLOGY  & MANAGEMENT 


£ 


SUSTAINABILITY 


MANAGEMENT 


urn 

MANUFACTURING 


TRANSFER  SCHOLARSHIPS  AVAILABLE  FOR  JJC  STUDENTS 


WHEATON  • CHICAGO  • ONLINE 


IIT  School  of  'fj? 

Applied  Technology  v appliedtech.iit.edu 

ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE  OF  TECNNOLOGT  630.682.6000 


Entertainment  9 


Video  game  review-Ratchet  & Clank 

Reboot  offers  up  nostalgia 
for  many  millenial  gamers 


By  jarek  Martinez 

Copy  Editor 

Ratchet  and  Clank  for  the  PS4 
is  like  reuniting  with  old  friends. 

It  serves  as  a welcome  mat 
for  those  too  young  to  have  been 
able  to  appreciate  the  engaging 
gameplay  of  action-shooter 
platformers. 

The  series  started  during  the 
PS2  era  and  were  best  sellers  and 
critically-acclaimed  hits  from  the 
developers  at  Insomniac  Games. 
The  games  spawned  several  spin- 
offs and  had  games  for  both  the 
PS2  and  PS3. 

The  first  Ratchet  and  Clank  to 
hit  the  next-generation  platform  is 
both  a remake  of  the  original  game 
for  the  PS2  and  a companion- 
piece  that  will  follow  the  plot  of 
the  film  adaptation  of  the  game 
coming  in  April  29. 

For  a game  remake.  Insomniac 
did  not  take  the  easy  route  in 
recycling  a decade-old  game  for 
the  new  system.  Instead,  it  creates 
a game  from  the  ground  up  using 
newer  technology  in  order  to 
enhance  the  experience. 

As  far  as  visuals  go,  this 
game  reaches  Pixar  levels  of 
beautifully  animated  graphics. 


with  incredible  lighting  and 
physics  that  really  shows  the 
power  of  the  PS4.  Every  planet 
felt  different  and  beautiful 
in  its  own  way,  while 
memorable  enemies 
and  'old  friends’ 
have  been  modeled 
after  their  film 
counterparts. 

The  gameplay 
is  something  that 
became  strangely 
difficult  to  get  back 
to,  perhaps  due  to  the 
meshing  of  first- 
person  and 
third- 


Platforming  was 
also  just  as 


progression  and  upgrade  systems 
that  wera  only  later 
adapted  into  the 
sequels 
of  the 


jumping, 
strafing  and 
shooting  aliens 
and  monsters 
with  a variety  of 
weapons  struck 
a chord  on  how 
entertaining  games 


combat 
that  never  felt 
repetitive  01 
unfair.  Much 
of  this  came  from  the 


original  game. 
Another  smart  move 
1 Insomniac's 
part  when  it 
comes  making 
a dedicated 
remake:  actually 
add  new  things. 

As  simple 
as  the  weapon  upgrade 
system  is,  it  all  comes  from 
experimenting  on  how 
affective  all  17  weapons  can 
be  once  they  are  maxed  out  in  fire 
rate,  ammunition  or  given  special 


abilities  that  allow  for  more 
enjoyable  destruction  against 
enemies. 

Although  the  feel  of  a sandbox- 
type  game  may  feel  apparent  the 
game  serves  a much  more  classic 
Metroid-style,  objective-based 
pacing  where  new  planets  to 
travel  to  will  be  available. 
New  equipment  that  is 
gained  from  doing 
side  quests  or 
story  missions 
may  be  useable 
in  past  planets 
in  order  to  unloek 
hidden  secrets. 

This  single- 
player  game  lasts  about 
15  hours,  but  the  enjoyment 
also  comes  from  continuing  a 
generally  entertaining  story  of 
whimsical,  futuristic-setting  with 
plenty  of  wit  and  intefesting  social 
commentary  that  surprising  still 
holds  up  considering  the  story  is 
basically  the  same  one  told  in  the 
original. 

It’s  a game  that  delivers  all  the 
great  points  that  have  made  the 
series  a near-perfect  experience 
and  definitely  is  something  that 
videogame  remakes  of  beloved 
titles  should  strive  to  be. 


Book’  will  drive  audience  wild 


‘Jungle 

By  )Arek  Martinez 

Copy  Editor 

The  Jungle  Book  is  a 
wonderful  journey  that  provides 
something  a little  different  for 
those  who  have  already  seen  the 
original.  The  movie  also  retains  a 
similar  message  and  tone  that  has 
made  the  Disney  classic  timeless. 

Jon  Faverau,  the  directorof 
Iron  Man,  creates  a near  flawless 
and  life-like  jungle  filled  with 
talking  animals,,  luscious  trees 
and  bountiful  action.  In  fact, 
much  of  the  film  relies  on  intense 
action  that  feels  more  apparent  in 
an  Indiana  Jones  films  than  in  a 
Disney  film. 

In  the  original  animated  Jungle 
Book  movie,  many  of  the  voices 
belonged  to  very  prominent 
jazz  singers  of  the  1920s  and 
1930s.  The  voice  cast  this  time 
around  includes  Idris  Elba,  Bi^Jy 
Murray,  Scarlett  Johansson  and 
Christopher  Walken. 

Elba  carries  the  most  talent 
as  the  villainous  tiger,  Shere 
Khan,  lie  does  not  simply  chew 
scenery  as  a maleficent  or  even 
brooding  villain,  but  uses  his 
voice  to  project  a calculating  and 
unhinged  foe  that  could  scare  the 
adults  as  much  as  the  children 
whenever  he  entered  a scene. 

A few  other  notable 
performances  come  from  Murray 
ns  the  iconic  bear  of  Baloo, 


while  Ben  Kingsley  provides  the 
fatherly  voice  of  Bagheera  The 
Puma. 

Newcomer  Neel  Sethi  makes 
his  debut  as  Mowgli.  and  exhibits 
innocence  of  a child  while 
avoiding  grating,  cliche  child 
mannerisms  that  seem  to  always 
plague  young  characters  in  films. 

Every  performance  served 
a great  part  to  the  story,  but  the 
mold  of  the  whole  story'  still  veers 
towards  the  familiarity  of  the 
original.  Sure,  it  could  be  seen  as 
a sort  of  homage  or  remake,  but 


the  film  cannot  seem  to  make  its 
mind  as  whether  it  is  one  or  the 
other. 

As  colorful  and  kid-friendly 
the  movie  can  be,  there  are  more 
serious  and  darker  elements 
that  seem  to  push  for  a broader 
audience.  The  themes  of 
belonging  and  fitting  in  were  also 
much  more  visible  in  the  film’s 
plot,  but  kind  of  contradicts  itself 
towards  the  middle  of  the  film. 

Imagine  if  someone  said  that 
it  was  okay  to  be  yourself,  but 
belonging  to  similar-minded 


people  is  the  right  way  to  go. 
However,  that  same  person  says 
that  as  long  as  they  are  helping 
and  proving  themselves  as  a 
useful  individual  in  society,  they 
can  stick  with  whoever  they 
want.  In  short,  it  comes  off  really 
confusing  in  terms  of  morals  and 
thematic  elements. 

Perhaps  the  idea  of  fitting  in 
the  world  can  be  difficult,  and 
the  film  tries  to  interpret  this 
among  the  talking  animals  and 
orphan  child  somehow  surviving 
multiple  life-death  scenarios. 


As  stupidly  hilarious  as  it 
is  hearing  Murray  and  Walken 
attempting  to  sing  ‘The  Bare 
Necessities’  and  'I  Wanna  Be 
Like  You,’  it  still  comes  off 
rahdom  and  pandering. 

Overall.  The  Jungle  Book  is 
a great  film  that  feels  a bit  more 
matured  in  terms  of  story,  but 
does  best  when  it  actually  pushes 
away  from  the  whimsical  Disney 
fluff  that  makes  it  engaging  for  all 
ages. 


cou  rtesy  of  pops Ugar.  com 
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Curt  Schilling  out  at  ESPN,  finally 


By  Adam  Tumi  no 


Sports  Editor 

It  took  them  long  enough,  but 
ESPN  has  finally  fired  MLB 
analyst  Curt  Schilling. 

It  is  amazing  that  the 
bumbling  moron  lasted  so  long. 
During  his  tenure,  he  helped 
to  set  the  example  of  just  how 
many  controversial  offenses  it 
takes  to  get  fired. 

Schilling  was  an  outstanding 
pitcher  during  his  career, 
which  spanned  20  years.  He  is 
perhaps  most  well  known  for 
his  famous  "bloody-sock’  game 
during  the  2004  World  Series. 
Unfortunately,  Schilling  likes 
to  talk  about  things  other  than 


bloody  hosiery. 

His  time  at  ESPN  has  been 
interesting  to  say  the  least.  He 
started  as  an  analyst  for  ESPN’s 
MLB  coverage,  and  eventually 
worked  his  way  up  to  the  booth 
as  a color  commentator  for 
the  Sunday  Night  Baseball 
broadcasts. 

Last  August,  Schilling  brought 
some  much-needed  attention 
to  his  ridiculous  social  media 
accounts.  He  received  massive 
backlash  after  reposting  a 
meme  on  Twitter  that  compared 
Muslim’s  to  Nazis. 

Not  surprisingly,  the  statistics 
included  in  the  meme  were 
quickly  debunked.  Schilling 
was  suspended  from  his  role  as 
a Little  League  World  Series 
commentator  for  ESPN’s 
coverage.  Not  surprisingly, 
people  didn’t  see  Schilling  as  a 
fitting  part  of  the  international, 
all  inclusive  event. 

Ideally,  Schilling  would  have 
learned  from  his  poor  social 
media  judgment.  But  of  course, 
he  didn’t. 

On  Tuesday,  Schilling  decided 
to  turn  to  Facebook  to  express  his 
opinions  about  transgender  laws 
regarding  public  bathrooms.  Oh 
boy,  did  he  deliver. 

He  reposted  another  offensive 
meme.  this  one  showing  a 


middle-aged,  stubble-faced  man 
in  a cut-out  dress.  Apparently, 
this  is  what  good  old  Curt  thinks  a 
transgender  person  looks  like. 

The  caption  on  the  meme 
stated,  “LET  HIM  IN!  to  the 
restroom  with  your  daughter  or 
else  you’re  a narrow-minded, 
judgmental,  unloving  racist  bigot 
who  needs  to  die.” 

Sarcasm?  Yes.  Untrue.  Not 
necessarily.  But  Schilling  takes  it 
seriously,  and  commented  on  the 
meme. 

“A  man  is  a man  no  matter 
what  they  call  themselves,’’  said 
Schilling.  “I  don’t  care  what  they 
are.  who  they  sleep  with,  men’s 
room  was  designed  for  the  penis, 
women’s  not  so  much.  Now  you 
need  laws  telling  us  differently? 
Pathetic.’’ 

Perhaps  the  most  concerning 
part  of  his  comment  is  the  when 
he  says  “I  don’t  care  what  they 
are.”  As  if  transgendered  people 
aren’t  human.  Perhaps  Schilling 
isn’t  human. 

This  is  maybe  the  most  ignorant 
stance  anyone  can  take  on  the 
transgender  movement.  I don’t 
•know  if  Curt  Schilling  has  ever 
been  inside  a public  restroom,  but 
they  aren’t  necessarily  a treasure 
trove  for  perverts. 

He  is  clinging  on  to  the 
ridiculous  idea  that  being 


transgendered  is  some  kind  of 
liberal  plot  to  let  men  creep 
around  in  women’s  bathrooms. 
Maybe,  and  stay  with  me  here, 
they  just  want  to  use  the  bathroom 
that  they  are  comfortable  in. 

But  Schilling  just  doesn’t 
understand.  Maybe  we’re  being 
too  hard  on  him.  After  all, 
his  Facebook  bio  should  be  a 
warning  that  you  are  about  to 
read  the  nonsensical  ranting  of  a 
closc-minded  lunatic. 

His  bio  characterizes  him  as 
a,  “Conservative  pro  life  pro 
2nd  amendment  American  who 
wants  to  help  those  that  cannot 
help  themselves.’’  Apparently, 
he  is  not  pro  punctuation  or  pro 
grammar. 

So  we  really  should’ve  seem 
this  coming.  The  real  issue  isn’t 
Schilling’s  ideals.  He  is  entitled 
to  believe  whatever  he  wants  and 
post  his  opinions  on  Facebook. 
Even  if  he  is  crazy  and  dead 
wrong,  he  has  that  right. 

The  real  issue  is  that  ESPN 
didn’t  see  this  coming  and  fire 
him  the  first  time.  He  was  their 
employee.  They  could  have  just 
held  a meeting  with  him,  gave 
him  some  social  media  training 
and  gave  him  one  more  chance. 

But  they  let  it  go  and,  of 
course,  he  did  it  again.  The 
strange  thing  is  that  Schilling 


isn’t  even  a good  analyst.  If  he 
was  a visionary,  ESPN’s  actions 
would  be  understandable,  but  not 
condoned. 

An  analyst  as  mediocre  as 
Schilling  should  not  have  been 
worth  the  trouble.  I’m  glad  he 
was  fired,  as  a viewer  and  as  a 
person  who  doesn’t  like  crazy 
people. 

But  I'm  afraid  that  this  isn’t 
the  end  of  Curt  Schilling. 

The  worst  case  scenario  is 
that  Schilling  becomes  a martyr. 
He  might  serve  as  the  poster 
child  of  discrimination  against 
conservatives.  He  will  surely 
claim  he  was  fired  because  his 
political  views  contrasted  with 
those  of  his  employer. 

People  may  rally  around  his 
firing  as  an  injustice  against 
their  way  of  thinking.  But,  of 
course,  ESPN’s  decision  wasn’t 
politically  charged.  They  were 
simply  trying  to  avoid  a public 
relations  nightmare. 

Let’s  all  hope  that  Schilling 
just  fades  into  the  background. 
Let  him  sit  around,  watch  TV, 
and  mumble  offensive  comments 
to  no  one. 

As  a baseball  fan.  I appreciate 
Curt  Schilling  the  pitcher.  As  a 
sensible  human  being.  I can  live 
without  Curt  Schilling  the  person. 
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there  is  a lack  of  participation. 

After  speaking  with  several 
staff  members,  there  are  different 
perspectives  on  why  women 
aren’t  participating.  Some  of 
the  reasons  include  recruiting, 
financial  aid,  encouragement, 
commitment,  academics, 

employment  and  lack  of 
knowledge  of  joining. 

DeAndre  Butler,  Director  of 
Project  Achieve,  said  the  lack  of 
participation  may  be  the  result  of 
there  being  no  compensation  for 
playing. 

“We  don’t  offer  financial 
help,"  Butler  said.  “If  we  could 
offer  more  money  to  these 
young  ladies  to  be  active  in  our 
sports,  we  would  have  more 
participation.” 

JJC  softball  coach  Kerri 
O’Shea  said  it  may  be  influence 
and  suggestion  to  instead  play  at 
a higher  level,  such  as  four-year 
schools. 

“In  softball,  at  the  high 
school  level  in  the  counseling 
office,  they  are  really  pushing 
for  students  to  go  to  four-year 
institutions,"  O’Shea  said.  "The 
fact  that  we  are  a Division  III 
level  and  can’t  offer  athletic 
scholarships,  it  doesn’t  feel  like 
those  athletes  are  fulfilling  what 
they  worked  for." 

Recruiting  is  another  reason 
for  the  low  numbers.  Head 
coaches  are  responsible  for  their 
own  recruiting,  which  can  be 
done  in  several  ways. 

There  are  several  reasons  why 
recruiting  can  influence  women 
playing.  Again,  it’s  relative  to 
scholarships.  It’s  harder  to  recruit 
students  that  may  be  receiving 
reimbursements  or  aid  at  other 
colleges,  two-year  or  four-year. 

Recruiting  also  takes  a lot  of 
dedication,  time  and  exterior 
work.  Many  of  the  coaches  are 


part  time  because  they  also  work 
full  time  jobs.  For  that  reason, 
they  may  not  have  as  much  time 
to  put  into  going  to  local  games  to 
scout  players,  talking  to  players 
and  families  and  organizing 
events  to  promote  the  sport. 

“Recruiting  is  more  than 
who  you  talk  to,”  said  women’s 
basketball  coach  Shaun 
Sanderson.  “When  I go  out,  I 
am  wearing  my  gear  promoting 
women’s  basketball  program  at 
JJC  and  talking  to  people  about 
it." 

Butler  said  students’  ability 
to  partake  in  tryouts  might  fall 
under  the  radar. 

A concern  with  this  is  that  if 
students  aren’t  recruited,  they 
think  they  can’t  play.  Even  though 
they  might  still  be  interested,  they 
don’t  know  how  to  pursue  it. 

Athletes  can  be  great  at 
their  sport,  but  also  need  good 
attendance  and  academics. 

“Scholarships  are  based  on 
academics  first  and  athletic  ability 
second,”  King  said.  “It’s  like  a 
two-way  street  because  you  have 
to  be  good  in  the  classroom  and 
athletically  in  order  to  continue.” 

In  basketball,  players  have  to 
be  eligible  twice  instead  of  once. 
They  have  to  recertify  in  the 
fall  and  spring  semesters,  which 
leads  to  the  loss  of  some  players 
as  a result  of  poor  academic 
performance.  Therefore,  numbers 
could  change  throughout  the 
season. 

“Some  of  our  better  athletes 
could’ve  played  anywhere  they 
wanted  to,"  King  said.  “Their 
academics  prevented  them  from 
doing  so  and  they  end  up  at  Dll 
and  NAIA." 

Another  reason  for  the 
lack  of  participation  is  people 
not  understanding  the  price 
breakdown. 
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O’Shea  said  emphasizing  the 
low  cost  of  community  college,  as 
opposed  to  four-year  rates,  could 
help  bring  more  players  in. 

“Coaches  could  start  to  be 
more  knowledgeable,”  O’Shea 
said.  “Encouraging  athletes  that 
the  junior-college  level,  although 
you  might  not  be  earning  a 
scholarship,  you  could  be  paying 
less  for  school  by  going  there  and 
cutting  the  cost  of  your  tuition.” 

In  order  to  have  success  at 
the  junior-college  level,  there 
has  to  be  cooperation  from  other 
sources. 

“I  want  to  break  the  mold  of  that 
concept  of  people  getting  a bad 
taste  in  their  mouth  of  the  junior- 
college  level  women’s  athletics 


and  it’s  more  than  what  I can 
do  myself,”  O’Shea  said.  “It  has 
to  come  from  our  community, 
institution,  high  schools  and  the 
relationship  that  we  have,  as  well 
as  what  they’re  instilling  in  their 
students.” 

There  are  still  opportunities  to 
move  on  and  receive  scholarships 
from  four-year  schools  after  JJC. 

“For  me,  personally,”  O’Shea 
said,  “the  frustrating  part  is 
knowing  that  there’s  girls 
walking  around  on  campus  that 
have  the  talent  level  but  they 
don’t  want  to  commit  themselves 
to  it.” 

For  now,  male  sports  are  still 
dominating.  But,  at  JJC,  there 
is  work  put  into  improving 


women's  sports  programs. 

King  said,  “Kerri  [O’Shea]  is 
always  in  my  ear  making  sure  that 
what  we  do  for  the  men.  we  are 
doing  for  the  women.” 

“It’s  important  for  the  girls  to 
see  that  because  it’s  still  an  uphill 
battle  to  gain  respect,”  O’Shea 
said. 

Women  want  to  be  treated  the 
same  as  the  men  and  have  the 
same  opportunities. 

The  movement  to  encourage 
women’s  success,  build  women’s 
sports,  and  make  a difference 
begins  with  individual  athletes, 
one  step  at  a time.  Your  mindset 
helps  you  achieve  success. 


Softball  and  baseball  swing  through  spring 


BY  STACY  BECKER  AND 
ADAM  TUM1NO 


They  had  a rough  start  to  the 
season,  but  have  recently  won 
the  series  against  Harper  and 
Oakton.  Their  record  sits  at  5-27 
nearing  the  end  of  the  semester. 

“Unfortunately  our  record  is 
not  a reflection  of  what  this  team 
is  capable  of  doing,"  said  head 
coach  Kerri  O’Shea.  “Losing 
is  something  that  is  not  easy, 
especially  when  you  have  a group 
of  girls  that  are  very  passionate 
and  competitive." 

They  are  hitting  in  a high 
average,  but  not  driving  in  runs. 
They  are  eighth  in  the  nation 
with  12  triples  and  have  10  home 
runs.  But  these  numbers  haven’t 
been  enough  to  win  games.  Out 
of  189  hits,  they  have  had  112 
runs  cross  the  plate. 

“We  have  fleeting  moments 
of  greatness  and  1 am  constantly 
highlighting  how  we  need 
to  build  off  that  and  use  it  as 
momentum  during  our  games,” 


said  O’Shea  about  the  high  and 
low  points  of  the  games. 

All  of  the  players  are 
contributing  in  their  own  way. 
But,  there  are  several  players  that 
have  remained  consistent. 

Freshman  Rachel  Andrade 
leads  the  team  with  a .378  batting 
average  and  .767  slugging 
percentage.  She  has  34  hits,  five 
being  home-runs. 

Kaitlyn  Sullivan,  a sophomore 
infielder,  has  a .354  batting 
average  and  .646  slugging 
percentage.  She  leads  the  team 
with  23  RBI’s  and  has  added  29 
hits  and  four  long  balls. 

O’Shea  believes  that  along 
with  the  talent  the  team  has,  they 
also  need  to  have  chemistry.  It 
can  take  some  time  to  feel  that 
chemistry.  O’Shea  sees  some 
obstacles  to  building  chemistry. 

“As  a two  year  program  we 
have  a condensed  time  frame 
to  establish  those  types  of 
relationships  with  our  athletes  and 
so  it’s  challenging  and  rewarding 
all  at  the  same  time,”  she  said. 

As  the  Lady  Wolves  look  to 


finish  on  a high  note,  the  JJC 
Baseball  team  is  looking  to  take  a 
step  forward  entering  the  summer. 
They  currently  sit  at  23-23,  so  the 
season  can  go  either  way.  They 
hope  to  make  a run  soon,  putting 
themselves  in  a prime  position 
entering  the  postseason. 

There  are  some  things  they 
need  to  iron  out  first. 

“I  don’t  think  it’s  any  secret 
that  we’re  not  hitting  the  ball,” 
said  head  coach  Wayne  King. 
The  team  batting  average  is  .286, 
which  is  actually  in  the  top  50  in 
the  nation.  However,  it  is  a bit 
off  the  pace  of  last  season’s  .3 1 5 
team  average,  which  was  24th  in 
the  nation. 

“We  struggle  on  certain  days, 
we  don’t  situationally  hit  well  on 
certain  days,  and  we  strike  out  a 
lot.” 

However,  the  Wolves  are  still 
13th  in  the  nation  in  regard  to 
runs  scored  with  199,  but  King 
isn’t  satisfied. 

Many  of  their  runs  come  in 
lopsided  wins.  So  the  number  of 
runs  for  them  are  inflated  during 


their  wins.  Many  of  their  losses 
are  also  by  large  deficits,  but  their 
other  numbers  are  promising. 

Their  4.86  team  ERA  currently 
ranks  33rd  in  the  nation.  The 
number  has  been  declining 
steadily  since  some  early 
pitching  struggles.  The  team 
is  also  pitching  to  the  tune  of  a 
.272  opponent’s  batting  average, 
which  is  1 7th  in  the  nation. 

"Our  pitching  has  been  fine, 
our  defense  has  been  fine,  so  if 
we  can  maybe  turn  it  around  at 
the  plate,  we  can  make  a move 
like  we  did  last  year,”  said  King. 
"It’s  just  a matter  of  us  swinging 
the  bats.  We  could  be  dangerous.” 

Despite  King's  concerns, 
the  Wolves  have  still  posted  a 
conference  record  of  12-8,  which 
could  conceivably  put  them  in 
a good  position  for  postseason 
play.  But  the  team  isn’t  too 
concerned  with  conference  play. 

“I  don’t  care  about  the 
conference  record,”  said  King. 
“All  you  get  is  a handshake  if 
you  win  the  conference,  so  that 
isn’t  one  of  our  goals.”  The 


Wolves  are  more  concerned  with 
individual  games.  The  seeding 
doesn't  really  matter  to  them. 

Despite  being  unhappy  with 
the  offensive  numbers,  several 
Wolves  are  performing  well  at  the 
plate. 

Sophomore  Steven  Wittkamp 
is  leading  the  team  with  a .423  on- 
base  percentage  and  a slugging 
percentage  of  .615,  for  an  OPS 
of  1.038.  His  six  home  runs  rank 
ninth  in  the  nation. 

2015  standout  Jake  Drada  has 
put  some  early  struggles  behind 
him.  Drada  owns  a .305/.384.51 1 
slash  line,  and^Jiis  team  leading  34 
RBI's  rank  19  in  the  nation. 

In  total,  the  Wolves  have  seven 
players  with  batting  averages  of 
.300  or  higher,  but  the  numbers 
drop  steadily  from  there.  If  the 
entire  roster  can  hit  consistently, 
the  Wolves  have  the  possibility  of 
making  another  deep  run  into  the 
national  tournament  this  summer. 


Sports 


Mayes  and  Banks  moving  on 
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Head  coach  Sean  Sanderson  addresses  the  crowd  at  JJC's  A A Wills  Gymnasium  on  April  16  as  Chavon  Banks,  seated  left,  and  Naomi  Mayes  prepare  to  sign  their  letters  of 
intent.  Banks  is  headed  to  Central  State  University  in  Ohio  and  Mayes  will  be  playing  at  Western  Kentucky  University  next  year. 


By  Adam  Tumino 

Sports  Editor 

April  16  was  an  important  for 
the  33C  Athletic  Department, 
in  particular  the  Women’s 
Basketball  team.  Two  of  the 
team’s  stars  signed  their  letters 
of  intent  for  the  schools  they 
will  be  attending  next  year. 

Sophomores  Naomi  Mayes 
and  Chavon  Banks  gathered  in 
the  A.A.  Wills  Gymnasium  on 
a Saturday  to  sign  their  letters. 
Head  coach  Shaun  Sanderson 
and  assistant  coach  Brad  Price 
were  on  hand  while  family  and 
friends  of  both  players  were  in 
the  stands. 

Mayes  missed  nearly  all  of 
last  season  with  a knee  injury, 
but  that  didn't  seem  to  hurt  her 
recruiting  value.  She  will  be 
attending  Western  Kentucky 
University  in  the  fall,  a Division 
I program. 

Western  Kentucky  finished 
last  season  with  a 27-7  record 


and  advanced  to  the  quarterfinals 
of  the  WN1T.  The  team's  head 
coach  Michelle  Clark-Heard 
commented  on  the  signing  of 
Mayes  via  the  team's  official  web 
page. 

“We  are  very  excited  to  add 
Naomi  to  our  roster,”  said  Clark- 
Heard.  “She’s  a quick,  intelligent 
point  guard  with  great  court 
vision.  Our  fans  are  going  to  love 
her  passion  and  enthusiasm  for 
the  game.  She’s  a winner.” 

The  ability  to  play  Division 
I basketball  is  no  small 
accomplishment,  and  Mayes  isn’t 
taking  it  for  granted. 

“After  weighing  all  my  options 
and  talking  to  those  coaches,  I 
was  kind  of  drawn  to  them,"  said 
Mayes.  “I  was  drawn  to  them 
by  their  personalities  and  the 
conversations  I had  with  them.  It 
felt  like  the  right  place  for  me  to 
be.” 

During  her  time  at  JJC,  Mayes 
obviously  experienced  some 
ups  and  downs.  In  her  freshmen 
season,  she  played  in  32  games, 


while  finishing  third  on  the  team 
in  scoring,  averaging  9 points  per 
game. 

The  injury  ended  her  2015 
campaign  after  just  four  games, 
but  Western  Kentucky’s  scouting 
looked  past  the  injury. 

When  looking  back  at  her  time 
at  JJC,  Mayes  said  that  she  will 
try  to  take  one  major  piece  of 
advice  with  her. 

“Trust  that  there  is  something 
bigger,”  she  said.  “That  is  what  I 
would  take  from  this  experience.” 

Chavon  Banks  will  be  moving 
to  Central  State  University  in 
Ohio.  She  is  coming  off  back  to 
back  seasons  where  she  served 
as  one  of  the  Lady  Wolves  most 
consistent  performers. 

As  a freshman.  Banks  averaged 
8.9  points,  eight  rebounds,  and 
shot  52.3  percent  from  the  field. 

Her  sophomore  campaign 
displayed  improvements  in  her 
all  around  game.  She  averaged 
13  points,  12.5  rebounds,  and 
shot  46.2  percent.  She  earned 
All-Conference  and  All-Region 


honors  for  her  efforts. 

Central  State  University  is  a 
Division  II  program  coming  off 
a 15-14  season.  Banks  said  she  is 
excited  to  be  moving  on. 

“I  wanted  to  weigh  out  my 
options,  but  that  was  the  first 
program  that  said  ‘hey  we  want 
you,”’  said  Banks.  She  was  also 
told  that  her  role  on  the  Central 
Slate  team  would  be  similar  to  her 
role  on  the  Lady  Wolves. 

Central  State’s  head  coach 
Sheeba  Harris  shared  some 
insight  as  to  why  Banks  was 
recruited,  and  what  her  role  will 
be. 

“1  recruited  Chavon  Banks 
because  of  her  fierce  defense 
and  overall  athletic  ability,” 
said  Harris.  “Playing  the  guard 
position  and  being  5’  1 0”  with  her 
wing  span  is  a plus  for  us.” 

“Her  role  will  be  to  come  into 
the  program  and  be  one  of  our 
defensive  leaders.  We  expect 
her  to  rebound  and  lock  down 
the  other  team’s  best  offensive 
player.” 


Banks  also  has  some  advice 
she  will  cany  on  to  the  next  level. 

“Keep  pushing,"  said  Banks. 
“Classes  may  not  be  the  same 
as  they  were  at  the  end  of  the 
semester.  The  season  may  not 
be  the  same  as  it  was  in  the 
preseason.  So  just  keep  pushing. 
Something  can  get  better." 

As  these  two  ladies  move 
forward  in  their  athletic  and 
academic  careers,  Sanderson 
stated  how  important  they  were 
to  his  program. 

“They  mean  a lot,"  said 
Sanderson.  “Actually,  three  or 
four  years  prior  to  them  coming 
to  JJC,  we  knew  their  talent.  We 
were  just  hoping  that  we  would 
have  a shot  at  having  them  play 
for  us." 

“They’re  leaders,  on  and  oft’ 
the  court.  They’re  hard  workers. 
Everything  that  we  expect  out 
of  players  and  we  want  to  build 
in  a player,  they  exemplify  that. 
They’re  going  to  be  truly  missed.” 
said  Sanderson. 


Players  to  watch 


Jermaine  Terry 

Sophomore  Jermaine  Terry 
continues  to  be  consistent  for 
the  JJC  baseball  team.  In  a split 
against  Milwaukee  Tech,  Terry 
finished  with  4 hits  (2B,  3B,  2 
RBIs).  Jermaine  tripled  in  a pair 
of  wins  at  Lake  County,  had  3 
hits  in  a split  decision  at  DuPage, 
and  finished  with  3 hits  in  a 7-3 
victory  at  Waubonsee.  Terry’s 
current  batting  average  sits  at 
.346. 


Rachel  Andrade 


Freshman  Rachel  Andrade 
had  a career  day  when  the  Lady 
Wolves  hosted  Triton  College  on 
April  19.  Andrade  had  3 hits  in 
the  13-8  loss  including  2 home 
runs  and  5 RBIs  in  game  one. 

In  game  two,  Rachel  smacked 
another  two  home  runs  finish- 
ing with  4 RBIs.  She  has  a team 
high  batting  average  (.402), 
home  runs  (9),  triples  (6),  hits 
(39),  and  runs  scored  (32). 


